Ten-Month Planning Calendar
Current Events:  1 Semester Course
	August/January
	September/February 
	October/March
	November/April
	December/May

	Apply current events information to mastery of the following skills:

Benchmark A:  Grades 9-10:  Evaluate the reliability and credibility of resources.

1. Detect bias and propaganda in primary and secondary sources of information.

2. Evaluate the credibility of sources for: 

a. Logical fallacies;

b. Consistency of arguments;

c. Unstated assumptions;

d. Bias.

3. Analyze the reliability of sources for: 

a. Accurate use of facts;

b. Adequate support of statements;

c. Date of publication.

1. Determine the credibility of sources by considering the following:

a. The qualifications and reputation of the writer;

b. Agreement with other credible sources;

c. Recognition of stereotypes;

d. Accuracy and consistency of sources;

e. The circumstances in which the author prepared the source.

2. Critique evidence used to support a thesis.


	Apply current events information to mastery of the following skills:

Benchmark B:  Grades 9-10:  Use data and evidence to support or refute a thesis. 
4. Develop and present a research project including:

a. Collection of data;

b. Narrowing and refining the topic;

c. Construction and support of the thesis.

3. Analyze one or more issues and present a persuasive argument to defend a position.
*Write an editorial.
Benchmark A:  Grades 11-12:  Obtain and evaluate information from public records and other resources related to a public policy issue.

1. Identify a current public policy issue and arguments relative to the issue.

2. Determine criteria by which arguments will be judged.

3. Identify advocacy groups and obtain public policy information they produce.

4. Adjust a research question or topic based on information obtained while conducting research.
1. Obtain and evaluate information from public records and other resources related to a public policy issue.


	Apply current events information to mastery of the following skills:

Benchmark B:  Grades 11-12:  Critique data and information to determine the adequacy of support for conclusions.

5. Choose a position on an issue and develop a rationale for that position.

6. Critique the conclusions drawn from survey and research data by questioning:

a. Sample size;  

b. Demographics; 

c. The sponsoring organization; 

d. Logic of the conclusions reached.

2. Construct an action plan for presenting a position to the appropriate decision-making body.

3. Research an issue or topic by gathering, recording, evaluating and interpreting relevant data.
*Participate in a debate.

	Apply current events information to mastery of the following skills:

Benchmark C:  Grades 11-12:  Develop a research project that identifies the various perspectives on an issue and explain a resolution of that issue.

7. Identify appropriate tools for communicating a position on an issue (e.g., electronic resources, newsletters, letters to the editor, public displays and handouts).

4. Develop a research project and make formal presentations to the class and/or community members using: 

a. Key terms;  

b. Support for main ideas; 

c. Examples; 

d.  Statistics and other evidence;

e. Visual aids; 

f. Formal citation of sources.

5. Respond to questions and feedback about presentations knowledgeably and civilly.
*Participate in problem-solving activity.

	Apply current events information to mastery of the following skills:

Benchmark D:  Grades 11-12:  Work in groups to analyze an issue and make decisions.

8. Apply the processes of persuasion, compromise and negotiation to the resolution of conflicts and differences.

6. Build consensus within a group by:

a. Finding points of agreement;  

b. Identifying points individuals are willing to concede;   

c. Making sure that all voices are heard;   

Attempting to understand the view of others.

7. Engage in group work on issues-analysis and decision-making:

a. Identify a problem or dilemma; 

b. Analyze the interests, values and points of view; 

c. Identify causes of the problem or dilemma; 

d. Propose alternative solutions; 

e. Formulate a position or course of action; 

f. Evaluate the consequences of the action taken.

*Connect current events issues to historical issues.

*Develop political identity and preparedness for participation in a democracy.




