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   Are you the festive type
whose life seems to go from
one holiday to another? I
know that I am! For me, holi-
days always are a joyous and
festive time, especially
Christmas. I believe that the
official initiation of the start
of the Christmas season is le-
gitimately sparked by the be-
ginning of the playing of the
holiday music, which is tra-
ditionally on the day follow-
ing Halloween. Many, includ-
ing myself, believe that the
joyous Christmas music cre-
ates a merry and fun holiday
season.
   For some, including my-
self, it seems that Christmas
can’t start too early. Radio

stations liven the holiday spirit
by playing the accustomed
jubilee music, which provide
a sense of warmth through-
out the community and puts
everyone in the mood for the
season. The holiday season
creates an opportunity for
families to make time for each
other and grow closer to-
gether, and the Christmas
music also creates a cheerful
environment which is en-
joyed by all.
   Christmas music is also
beneficial to stores for put-
ting customers in the shop-
ping mood. Christmas music
is the ideal supplement to the
holiday shopping experience.
The lively music keeps shop-

Spreading Christmas through holiday music
For some, the holiday  can’t come too early

By: Claire Burns

pers in the festive spirit, while
being entertained and moti-
vated through the endless and
dreaded holiday shopping
experience.
   The winter season creeps
up on everyone, which calls
for the need of comfort dur-
ing the trembling, cold win-
ter season, and Christmas
music is the absolute com-
panion for it. The broadcast-
ing of Christmas music adds
to the cozy, winter season
feeling. The winter season is
a time to wind down and re-
cover from the long, busy
summer days. It is also a time
to perhaps become reunited
with one’s faith, which can be
sparked by the traditional
Christmas music.
   Most of all, who doesn’t
love Christmas music? Espe-
cially the classics, such as;
Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer, Jingle Bell Rock,
Here Comes Santa Claus,
and many more favorites,
which create a lively and

merry setting. These various
family friendly holiday songs
creates a fun and exciting at-
mosphere for children and
their families to enjoy the
most cheerful and fun Christ-
mas season.
   Those who are the anti-tra-
ditional Christmas humbugs
and dread the beginning of the
Christmas music, should
change their attitude toward
the Christmas season. There
is absolutely no reason to de-
spise the most favorable and
merry season of all! Every-
one should have the chance
to enjoy the most happy time
of the year and grasp the op-
portunity reunite with their
family and friends to appre-
ciate the holiday spirit!
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 Trick-or-stocking
stuffers? Should people
have to put up their
Christmas lights right
after taking down their
Halloween blow-up
pumpkin? Absolutely
not.
   First of all, don’t
people need a break
from all this costume
making/buying and
other holiday tomfool-
ery? From buying the
candy getting your
children’s costumes,
blah blah blah. It’s even
harder for people who
have friends and family
over for every holiday:
setting up the party,
sending the invitations,
entertaining guests,
and cleaning up the
next day. I seriously
doubt those people
want to listen to
the overly
p l a y e d
Rudolph the
Red Nose
Reindeer on
their way
to work.
   An-
o t h e r
problem
with the
way to0 early
Halloween-Christ-
mas transition is the
skipping of an impor-
tant historical holiday:
Thanksgiving!

  Why should
people skip
over the cel-
ebration of
the first
Thanksgiving
feast be-
tween the
N a t i v e
Americans
and the pil-
grims of the
P l y m o u t h
colony? Now
stores are
starting the
Black Friday
craze two hours before
Thanksgiving even ends!
I personally hate deal-
ing with the crowds at
Toys-R-Us and the
fighting over a LEGO
set; I definitely don’t
want to make it any
longer than it has to be.

Plus all this holiday
idiocy costs money.
From Halloween candy
at $8, turkeys at $20,

a n d
christmas
trees at
$300-$400
,I guaran-
tee there
a r e
people
o u t
t h e r e

who could not afford
even one holiday!
   But who's to blame
about all this early

Christmas nonsense?
Two groups, stores and
the media. The stores
are putting out their
Christmas ads in the pa-
per closer to Halloween
every year.
   Yes, it’s fair for the
stores to start get their
sales early but still, way
too early.
   Then there is the
most notorious Christ-
mas sparkers: radio sta-
tions. They start their
Christmas music way
before even trick or
treating is over!
   Is there a solution,
some may ask? Yes, it’s
simple. Start Christmas
a little bit later.
   It should at least be
pushed back to Black
Friday, the closer to
Halloween the harder
it is to get early shop-

Mrs. Claus is bringing the drumsticks
By. Alex Gardner

ping in.
   Sooner or later
people are really going
to have to have Christ-
mas shopping in July!
   In conclusion, Christ-
mas sales start weeks
before they  should
even be thought of
starting. People simply
need a break and can’t
afford the few hour
transition between
trick-or-treating and
stocking stuffers.
   The media needs to
push back the Christ-
mas music start date
and the stores need to
send out their ads
closer to the week of
Thanksgiving and Black
Friday.
   I don’t want to Deck
the Halls until I see a
Winter Wonderland.
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   During the Christmas
season the stores
always have the boxes
to make your own
gingerbread house.
They come with the
already made parts,
the icing and some little
candies to decorate
and the directions. It is
a nice thing to try to do
with friends or family,
if it actually worked.
When trying to make a
gingerbread house,
something always
goes wrong.  I have
tried to make them
multiple times but it
never turns out the
way it should. The icing
doesn’t work, there
isn’t enough icing, or
the candy it
comes with to
decorate the
house is just
gross so
no one
wants
to eat
it.
   When
making
a
gingerbread
house, one
has to use the
icing as glue to put the
walls and roof
together but the icing

never seems to do the
job. When trying to
assemble the
house, the
icing takes
too long to
harden so
you are
s t a n d i n g
there trying to
hold it together
until you get tired
of it and give up,
or even when it
does harden, it just
doesn’t hold anything
together and the
house falls down. One
way to try to get the
house up is to use a lot

of icing to try to
make it stay,

but by the
time you

get your
w a l l s
p u t
together
a n d
y o u r
roof ,
y o u

h a v e
no icing

left to put
on your candy

decorations.
   Whoever makes the
gingerbread houses
has to use the cheapest
icing ever because it

Good luck with this family holiday activity
RoyalRoyalRoyalRoyalRoyal
RavenRavenRavenRavenRaven

By Raven Miller

usually doesn’t even
taste good, and neither
do the candy

decorations.
So even
t h e
house is
m a d e

and it
stays up,

w h e n
eating it, it

doesn’t taste
good.

If somehow the
gingerbread house is
made and it holds
together, it probably
won’t get eaten. Either
you don’t want to
break down the
b e a u t i f u l
structure
or it has
already
g o n e
stale and
nasty by
the time
you get
around to
eating the
whole thing so it is
just wasted. I think the
best thing to do with a
box kit of a
gingerbread house is
to break your house in
pieces and just put
icing on it and eat it
because it takes way

too long to put it
together.
One way to make a
good gingerbread
house that tastes good
and stays up, is to make
the gingerbread
yourself to ensure it
will taste good.
Another thing you can
do to make sure your
house stay up is to
experiment with
different types of

icings and try to find
the one thats

holds the
b e s t .
Lastly, buy
a good
brand of
c a n d y ;
that way,
when you

finish your
house and

you decorate it, the
candy you decorated it
with tastes good.
Good luck with making
your holiday
gingerbread houses.



   Kids can be very ungrate-
ful, especially around the
holidays. Children around the
holidays can be greedy and
they often are ungrateful
about what they get. They’re
expecting  iPhones or
laptops, or new Wii games,
and not appreciating what
they get or have.
   They tend to get mad if
they get a
B l a c k -
berry or a
K i n d l e
because
it is not
g o o d
enough
for them,
but what
they don't
understand
is there are kids out in the
world who often don’t get to
even eat around the holidays.
   Kids these days are too
spoiled with technology and
are caught up in the next new
phone,computer, or video
game.
   And being ungrateful is a
real damper on the holidays
because being ungrateful and
mean to the person who

didn’t get you the right gift is
not right and it often makes
the person who got you the
gift feel bad and embar-
rassed. Just be thankful for
what you do have;  at least
you got somthing so try to
make the best of it.
   A great way to teach kids
to be more grateful is to sign
them up in a volunteering
program at soup kitchens or

Toys for Tots; that way,
they can learn to ap-

preciate what they
get.
   By seeing what
others don’t
have, kids  will
hopefully focus
on what they do
have and they

will be helping their
community and those who
are less fortunate than they
are.
   Another great way to help
out is to volunteer at animal
shelters or help out at the li-
brary. These activities will get
kids out of the house and off
their phones and computers
and they are great social ac-
tivities that make a positive
impact on those around

them.
   If you are one who com-
plains about your parents/
guardian not getting you the
right designer jeans you
wanted or that new iPhone,
think of those who are less
fortunate than you, They are
grateful to eat once a week
and here you might be com-
plaining about a hundred dol-

Greedy around the holidays
 Start being giving!

By : Casey Pendergrass

lar pair of pants that you
might not wear more than
once.
   It’s the season of giving,
after all, not the season of
getting, so appreciate what
you have and give a little of
yourself to someone who is
truly needy.



   Christmas. What do
you think about? Pre-
sents, family, wish lists,
giving, and decorating?
All of these things are
related to Christmas
and the whole month of
December, but what
about magic? Children
used to believe in the
idea of Santa Claus and
his reindeer and magi-
cal elves. But do kids
still believe now?
   Children today are so
obsessed with electron-
ics and growing up that
they don’t seem to be-
lieve in Santa anymore.
There are five year
olds that will tell you
that Santa is not, and
never was real, although
sometimes there are
kids that get excited to
go see Santa at the mall.

Those are the kids that
grow up and tell their
kids to keep believing.
   All kids love presents,
they always have, as
long as it’s what they
want. When Santa is
mentioned, we immedi-
ately think Christmas,
but kids think presents.
They seem to only get
excited to see Santa to
tell him their wish lists.
   To get kids to believe
again, limit their access
to electronics. Parents
should monitor their
children when they are
on the internet or any
electronic device, but
not just for safety rea-
sons. If a young be-
liever gets on an anti-
Santa site, their dreams
are crushed forever.
   Children that don’t

Are children making wish lists this year?Are children making wish lists this year?Are children making wish lists this year?Are children making wish lists this year?Are children making wish lists this year?
Let’s keep the magic alive for holidays
By Ciera MooreBy Ciera MooreBy Ciera MooreBy Ciera MooreBy Ciera Moore

believe in Santa and
other myths are like
tiny adults sometimes.
They seem too uptight
to be six year old kids.
   Children are sup-
posed to believe and al-
ways be looking for-
ward to seeing Santa on
Christmas to receive
presents, the Easter
bunny on Easter to get
candy, and the Tooth
Fairy whenever they
lose a baby tooth. But
now they seem more in-
terested in the latest
Apple product instead
of childhood fantasies.
   Then there are fami-
lies that tell their chil-
dren that Santa isn’t
real. They take away
the magic that is in-
volved with Christmas
and Santa Claus. The

c h i l d r e n
b e l i e v e
their par-
ents over
an intan-
gible  like
S a n t a
Claus, and
they don’t
doubt their
p a r e n t s
just be-
cause they
are their
parents.

   So parents should
stop telling their kids
not to believe! Let them
believe for as long as
they can, at least until
they decide that they
don’t want to believe
anymore.
   Don’t crush their
dreams before they
even have a chance to
believe. Let them
spread the magic to
their friends and find
other kids who believe.
   I think that children
would be happier if
their parents let them
believe. When they are
older they will be glad
that their parents did
not force them not to
believe. They can then
spread the Christmas
joy to their peers for
years.



   Why are Christmas
items on the shelves of
stores when Thanksgiv-
ing has not even
occurred yet?
Many people
have asked me
this question
lately and hon-
estly, I am not
bothered by that at all.
I think that all the
Christmas items on the
shelves of stores gets
people in the Christmas
spirit.

Christmas al-
ways brings me joy and
warmth, especially when
I get to see all the
decorations, like the
lights that dangle down
from houses. I love
those lights especially
when it snows. So I get
to feel extra warmth

when the items are out
early.

If all the Christ-
mas decorations and
goodies are out early,
then that means we
can shop for Christ-

mas presents ear-
lier and often for
a cheaper price. I

go to the store for last
minute shopping about a
week before Christmas
and everyone is scurry-
ing, doing last minute
shopping.
   If people went
Christmas shopping
about a month or so
early, life would be a lot
easier, so I am happy
that Christmas things
are out on the shelves
early.

I really love
when the Santa comes to

Christmas:  the best time of the year
Holiday brings joy to families everywhere
By Lily Cahall

the mall really close to
Christmas time. I love
seeing the reactions of
all the little children’s
faces when they finally
get to meet the guy who
gives them all their
wishes. When I see
them, I remember when
I first met Santa and I
absolutely looked up to
him for giving kids all
they wanted. A kid be-
fore me cried his eyes
out because he was ter-
rified of Santa. I look
back and picture that
one boy whenever I go
to the mall around
Christmas time, I end
up laughing to myself a
little because it brings
back memories.

During Christ-
mas, I love spending
time with family as well.
I love baking with my
mom and grandmother.
We always bake cook-

ies for the rest of my
family, who throws a
Christmas party on
Christmas Eve.
   Whenever my grand-
mother, mother and I
bake the cookies my
brothers always end up
coming and eating the
cookie dough. They have
done it every year now
so it is sort of like a
tradition.

Christmas always
bring families closer to-
gether because even if
they do not realize it,
they are spending time
together and that is why
I just love Christmas.
   I think people need to
realize how Christmas
can bring people to-
gether and be happier
around the holidays. If
they just let themselves
be happy then they will.

,



   It’s Christmas Eve,
just a few hours until the
big day, but in-
s t e a d
of re-
laxing
at home
waiting for
tomorrow,
y o u ’ r e
r u s h i n g
out to the store for
last minute holiday
shopping. This is the
problem that has per-
sisted all around the
world for decades.
And I think that it is ab-
solutely the worst pos-
sible thing to do in the
holiday season. My ad-
vice? Don’t do it. Why,
you might ask? I’ll tell
you why.
   For one thing, when
you wait to buy pre-
sents till the last minute,
you’re bound to forget
something. Whether it’s
a present for this per-
son, or a present for
that person, some-
where along the way
you’re going to forget
someone, and that per-

son might feel a little left
out on Christmas

morning.
   An-

other
r e a -

son is
that when
you wait
till the last

minute, you
don’t really put a

whole lot of thought
into what you’re getting
someone. It’s more
likely to be something
quick, cheap, and easy,
rather than something
well thought out that
came from the heart.
  Which do
you think
wou ld
put a
bigger
smi le
on the
face
o f
a
child
who likes
cows? A t i n y
plastic toy cow
wrapped in typical

Don’t wait till the day before ChristmasDon’t wait till the day before ChristmasDon’t wait till the day before ChristmasDon’t wait till the day before ChristmasDon’t wait till the day before Christmas
Why last minute Christmas shopping is not ok

Tristin’s
Tales

By Tristin Baumann

wrapping paper? Or a
large stuffed cow
wrapped in wrapping
paper with cows on it?
   Also, if you already
planned on getting cer-
tain presents,
but the
s t o r e s
don’t have
any remaining
because of all
of the other
people doing
last minute shop-
ping, what do you
do? Most people
have no choice but to
go back to that last rea-
son I gave for not wait-
ing till the last minute,
and that would put

you right
back at
square
one.

N o w
don’t get

me wrong.
I still think

it’s better to
give than receive,

and that you should be
happy to get any gifts
at all. But what would

be the point of getting
people presents

if they don’t
come from
the heart?
And it’s

pretty difficult
to think with
your heart
when you’re

busy thinking
about everyone

else in the last
minute. So when you
go out to get presents
for friends and family
members, remember
that the worst possible
thing you could do is
wait till the last minute.
   So take some time to
think about it, put some
heart and thought into
it, and for goodness’
sake, don’t try to rush
everything at the last
minute.



   Are you givin’ in or
givin’ up? This holiday
season is about being
with family and help-
ing out others, al-
though some get all
caught up in the gifts
they want under the
tree.
    As time goes on,
Christmas begins to
get more and more, “I
want,” and less,
“What can I do for
someone else.” Under-
neath all the holiday
rush to stand in line
waiting for the big-
gest new electronic or
spending hours re-
searching where your
childs few Christmas
items are, why not look
at shelters in the area
where people who
are truly in need
would benefit from a
few small presents.
    The holiday season
is about giving some-
one something he or
she couldn’t have

ever had without the
help of others.
Whether that be a
few toy donations,
some cash just to be
able to make ends
meet, or even some
groceries to put food
in children's mouths,
the holidays are
about doing little
things that count.
     Every year there
are families hoping
and wishing to be
able to provide their
children with ONE
Christmas present
each, meanwhile
some of us are trying
to find our way
out of a
present
maze
don’t

ever think about the
less fortune when we
have all we need.
   This year, make it a
point to help some-
one. It could be as
simple as when you
get a new coat, not
just throwing your old
one way but giving it
to a church, or a
clothing drive. Some-
thing as little as a
jacket could make
the biggest difference
in a little kid’s life
when the only coat he
or she owns is a rag to
keep warm in
throughout the winter

months.
     Giv-

One present vs. tons
We take for granted all the finer things in life, while some scrape by
By: Christin Gray

ing to others isn’t just
about the action, but
the way it makes you
feel when you do
something nice for a
family you don’t know
or friends in need.
When you do some-
thing nice for another
person, it doesn’t go
unnoticed.
   A lot of times giving
to others gives the re-
ceiving person the
light of day and a en-
courages that perso
to help someone else
in need when he or
she gets the chance.
    When we realize our
needs are met, we
don’t need to sparkle
ourselves with a new
Christmas dress, or the
latest handbag out,
but we’ll feet a lot bet-

ter knowing we
made a differ-
ence in
someone’s life.



 Halloween is over, which un-
fortunately means radio sta-
tions have already started
playing the deafening sound
some people call Christ-
mas music. The only part
I hate about the holiday
season is the fact that
Christmas music
starts playing way
too early and is
e x t r e m e l y
overplayed.
   I un-
d e r -
s t a n d
t h a t
Christmas is
supposed to
be joyful, and
uplifting, but
hearing songs like I Want a
Hippopotamus for Christ-
mas, or White Christmas
twenty times a day really
does the opposite for me and
annoys me. There really is no
point in every artist on the
face of the planet singing the
same songs; at least write
some new songs and put
some variation on the radio.
   One band that I can listen
to pretty much any time is The
Trans-Siberian Orchestra,
who are best associated with
the holiday season. I’m pretty
sure I like the band so much
mainly because there are no
words,  and the group seems
more up to date. I also like
classical music and listening
to orchestras and sympho-

nies. It also seems like there
are more orchestras present
and performing during the

holiday season
which isn’t as
bad as tradi-
tional Christ-
mas music that
blares on the
radio.
   Another
reason why I
don’t like

Christmas
music is
b e -
cause it

s t a r t s
playing it

s u p e r
early and it gets

very old, very fast.
   I might enjoy it
just a little bit
more if stations
started playing it
December be-
cause it’s not even
relevant until then
anyway. The
Holiday season
simply starts way
too early. I should
not be seeing
candy canes and
Christmas trees
next to Hallow-
een candy at the
store.
   If there were a
little bit more va-
riety and fewer
boring songs I

think I might actually start lik-
ing the music. Until then, I am
going to dread turning on the
radio from here until the new
year.
If I have to hear Bing
Crosby one more time I'm
going to flip! I don’t care if it
is a tradition to play White
Christmas or Jingle Bells
three times an hour, I get sick
of it, and it is totally unneces-
sary.
   Imagine listening to the
song you hate most in the
world over and over again
and then having it remixed by
the artists you hate the most,
then you will really see how
much I actually hate Christ-
mas music. To fix this prob-
lem, there should be a set

For crying out loud!!! Turn it off!!

Bow Tie Brigade

    By: Chandler Cochran

 Christmas music for some has really gotten out of hand

date when radio stations can
start playing Christmas mu-
sic, like, you know, Decem-
ber 1st, and they should sus-
pend the playing of the mu-
sic at the start of the new year.
Maybe then we will keep our
sanity and maybe not get so
irritated so quickly.
And I am sorry if I might have
offended anyone, I just re-
ally do not think Christmas
music is enjoyable to listen
to... Bah Humbug!



   It’s nearing Christmas time;
you know what that means:
here come the complainers,
complaining about anything
there is to
c o m p l a i n
about involv-
ing Christmas;
C h r i s t m a s
time beginning
too soon, the
“annoying”
C h r i s t m a s
music, but
honestly, this
holiday was literally created
to bring everyone joy, so
people need to suck it up,
learn to live a little and have
some fun being cheerful in-
stead of hating on it.
   Christmas music is a ma-
jor problem to many people
for some reason. The most
innocent, harmless, cheerful
music possibly the world has
ever seen and some, if not
most people, have a sincere
hatred for it. To me, it makes
no sense. Music that was lit-
erally developed to try to

brighten people with upbeat,
happy tunes, and instead of
loving it, people love to hate
it. The funny part about it is

that the music
is entirely
based around
getting people
excited for
Christmas and
making them
all psyched
that “Santa is
coming to
town,” but in-

stead it makes people dread
the rapid approach of the
holiday that as kids, could
not have come sooner.
   Honestly, I just want to be
able to listen to my Christ-
mas music during the second
week of November in sev-
enth bell without my class-
mates harassing me because,
for whatever reason, they
find the music to be horren-
dous.
   On top of people dreading
the instant arrival of Christ-
mas tunes immediately after

the season of scary movies,
trick-or-treating, and pump-
kin carving we also have to
deal with Thanksgiving in be-
tween. Actually, that may be
the reason people are so ir-
ritated by Christmas music.
Not because the music is nec-
essarily bad, but because the
whole holiday season is so
rushed.
   Most large holidays are
separated by months, such as
St. Patrick’s Day or Fourth
of July, but in this case three
of the the largest holidays are
all crammed together in a
span of two months, then
combined with
New Year’s only
a week later.
   The problem is
people are too
rushed to actually
enjoy Halloween,
Thanksgiving,
Christmas, and
New Year’s each
separately. They
all end up getting
crammed to-
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   By Joe Maxwell

Christmas does not deserve to be complained about

gether and forced upon
people this is why so many
people have begun to com-
plain about Christmas.
   And that’s the reason I am
complaining about people
who complain about Christ-
mas, a holiday invented to
bring happiness to the most
people possible. This is why
I have no understanding
whatsoever as to why people
would be so cruel as to criti-
cize this joyous, wonderful
holiday.



    It’s that time of year again,
and whether you love it or
hate it there is no denying;
Christmas is right around the
corner. Time for packed
malls and carols echoed ev-
erywhere you go. Ready or
not, it’s approaching fast as
can be.
    Now, personally, I’m not
a huge fan. My family isn’t
super religious and we’ve
never been real big on all the
presents. My mom and I
have always agreed that we
spoil ourselves all year - why
blow a ton of money on one
day? I just never saw the
point. Not that I don’t like
presents. I mean,  who
doesn’t like presents? I just
don’t understand the univer-
sal need to give all the pre-

Best present in the history of the world
Jean Baptiste the bunny made Christmas for me
By Chelsey Fawley

sents on one day.
    I mean, for us
Christmas is
about family and
making one an-
other happy. The
presents haven’t
ever really mat-
tered because I
was an only child
for the longest

time and so already got tons
of nice things whenever I
wanted them. Now that I
have two toddler little broth-
ers, we’re getting back into
the gift giving spirit, and it’s
been pretty fun. Again, who
doesn’t love presents? Also,
picking the perfect gift for
someone may be stressful,
but it’s super exciting.
   This past week was a
tough one and my boyfriend
(on par with my family’s be-
lief that there’s no need for a
holiday to give presents) de-
cided I deserved a present.
Not just any present, though,
- the perfect present. Like I
said, I don’t like Christmas
but I’d never turn down a
present, especially since the
present I received was pos-

sibly the cutest
thing to ever be
gifted. He defi-
nitely hit a
home run with
this gift, and the
gift, along with
the excitement
to do Christ-
mas for my little

brothers, has put
me back in the
holiday spirit.
   The present I
received was a lop
eared rabbit.
   My life has been
made. For the
longest time I’ve
yearned for a pet
- I just wanted
something that I
could cuddle with
at night when I’m
alone.  Now I
have a glorious
year old Holland Lop Ear
named Jean Baptiste and
he’s the best present I could
receive. Now that I’ve got
something adorable and lov-
able it
r e a l l y
h a s
brought
m e
t h o s e
w a r m
f u z z y
feelings
t h a t
people
t a l k
about.
    Re-
ceiving
J e a n
Baptiste
has been
and will
continue
to be the
highlight
of my

holiday season. He’s truly the
perfect present - now I just
have to work on finding per-
fect presents for everyone
else!



“What's a Christmas Gram? I want one!”
Elf ranks as viewers’ fave Gray Goose

By Ashley Gray

   Everyone has to have a
favorite Christmas movie,
right? It is actually likely
that a lot of us have the
same favorite Christ-
mas movie. In 2003,
a ground shatter-
ing holiday f ilm
was released: Elf.
Elf is centered on
an orphan named
Buddy, who got en-
tangled in Santa’s
bag and ended up at
the North Pole.
   Buddy was raised by
elves; as he grows
older,Santa lets him
go to New York to meet
his real father, Walter
Hobbs, who works for a
publishing company and
in a need of children’s
book.But, Walter Hobbs
is on the naughty list be-
cause he is a cold hearted
person and is completely
unaware that Buddy is
his son. Buddy explores
New York City. What is
one to think when they
see a man in tights walk-
ing down along Fifth Av-
enue? Certainly, one’s
first thought, would be to
criticize, but Buddy is
cheerful and has a good
demeanor about him
   As Hobbs relationship
with Buddy begins to
meddle with his work, he
has to rethink of what his
priorities for example the
importance of believing
in someone or some-

thing. . This is a heart-
warming film to watch

as Buddy helps
his father find his

way back to
what is im-
portant in
life such as
taking more
time to ap-
preciate the
what he has
rather than
what he
doesn’t and
just being
thankful.
   Of course

there is always a bit of ro-
mance. Buddy begins to
fall in love with the de-
partment store girl where
he also encounters the
department store, Santa
who immediately recog-
nized as an imposter and
told him, “You sit on the
throne of lies!” and “You
smell like beef and
cheese, you don’t smell
like Santa.”
   Toward the end of the
movie, Santa is facing a
crisis of the year. His
sleigh was powered by
faith and if enough
people did not believe in
him, he couldn’t fly.
Buddy convinced the girl
he fell in love with that ,
“the best way to spread
Christmas cheer is sing-
ing loud for all to hear,”
so she stood up in front
of NYC, began to sing,

and everyone joined in,
and Santa’s sleigh was
able to fly. Elf illustrates
that holiday cheer is
about believing and by
having faith, not believ-
ing because you can
physically see some-
thing.
   Elf is a great Christmas
movie because it teaches
people about holiday
spirit. Being little, I re-
member the anticipation
I would go to bed having
Christmas Eve night. My
family and I would go to
Midnight mass on Christ-
mas Eve, and I would al-
ways be worried to get
home in time to go to
bed before Santa came.
It is movies like this that
makes the kid in every-
one come out.
   Movies like Elf are what
make adolescents ex-
cited for Christmas
morning and Santa.
These cute films are what
Christmas is all about-
time for everyone to be
cheerful and believe in
magic. Will Ferrell, who
plays Buddy, is the meat
and potatoes of the film.
Seeing a grown man
dressed as an elf himself,
his Christmas spirit, and
all the humorous antics
show that no matter how
old you are, everyone
has a little bit of kid in
them when it comes to
Christmas and nothing is

stopping you from still
having fun and enjoying
the ambiance.
   Besides Elf being such
a stellar Christmas
movie, it is definitely a
comedy for all ages. Will
Ferrell really fits the char-
acter of Buddy and you
just have to love him be-
cause of all the extremely
silly things he does, such
as when he took the gum
off the railing in the city
and when he put Pop
Tarts, chocolate syrup,
marshmallows, and
candy in his spaghetti. If
it weren’t for Will Ferrell
really getting into char-
acter, believing in his
character, and just being
as silly as he is, this film
would probably not be
one of my top films.
   As you can see, this is
why Elf is my favorite
Christmas movie. Not
only is it a quality film
spreading classic holiday
cheer, but it is a pure com-
edy. It is a movie that all
ages can find amusing.
Come on, how could you
not find watching a 6 foot
tall man in yellow tights
and a green tunic and all
the outrageously hysteri-
cal behavior absolutely
hilarious? Elf is a great
family friendly movie
and I highly encourage



     Everyone’s favorite rein-
deer has gone missing again. A
couple of weeks before Christ-
mas, Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer suddenly went miss-
ing with no word to his family
or friends. With this being
such a crucial time in the
Christmas season, will the
holiday be able to go on?
     Everyone in the North Pole
has been searching high and
low for the beloved reindeer.
Everyone is worried about
what will happen if Rudolph is
not found. Christmas won’t
happen! People won’t get paid!
The good kids won’t get their
toys!
     One elf named Buddy said,
“I sure hope he comes back
soon; if Christmas gets can-
celled none of the elves will get
paid. We have families to sup-
port!”
     Santa and Mrs. Claus are
beside themselves with worry
for the little guy. “If anything
bad happens to him, we could
never forgive ourselves,” said
Santa. “There is absolutely no
one to replace him. Christmas
can’t go on without him,” Mrs.
Claus said.
     The elves and reindeer have
formed search parties to find
Rudolph, but have had no luck
so far. They have been out all
day and night searching every-
where in the Candy Cane For-
est for him. They are asking
everyone. Comet said, “After
the last time, we never thought
that Rudolph would run off
again, everyone is shocked that
he would just leave this close
to Christmas.”
     The rest of the reindeer,
most of whom are still in train-

ing, are fighting for the lead-
ing position. Most of the citi-
zens would agree that Rudolph
is irreplaceable, but one young
reindeer called Blitz said, “I
could do the same job Rudolph
does, just strap a flashlight to
my nose and I will be ready to
go.”
     Rudolph’s father, Donner,
suggested, “I think that the
search party is the best idea.
If we don’t hurry up and find
my boy, his mother and his
wife are going to lose it.”
Rudolph’s mother and his wife,
Clarice, are crying too
hard too even talk
about him being
gone.
     With all of the
elves out looking for
Rudolph, not many
toys are getting pro-
duced. If Rudolph
doesn't come back soon,
then none of the toys will
be finished in time to be
delivered on Christmas.
     Rando, an elf, said,
“We have to take shifts
making toys and looking for
Rudolph. Most of us are ex-
hausted and the toys we do
make are falling apart;  when
we look for Rudolph we aren’t
very alert. Perhaps if we stop
looking for him, he will just
come back on his own.”
     The search parties have
looked all over. They visited the
Land of the Misfit Toys, and
even the yeti’s cave. Even af-
ter checking everywhere, it’s
no luck. Everyone just thinks
he left forever. “That yeti was
not too pleased to see all of us
show up at his cave,” Dasher
said. “He’s still not happy

about the last time he saw re-
indeer.”
     Recently, Santa had his
elves hang up signs with a pic-
ture of Rudolph and informa-
tion about him, telling anyone
to call if they know anything
about Rudolph. Santa even
went as far as putting out a
news broadcast all around the
world to tell people about the
missing beloved reindeer.
     Santa is considering send-
ing out a newscast from the
North Pole that will be nation-
wide on all radios and TV’s.

He just doesn’t want ev-
eryone to think that
Rudolph is trying to ruin
Christmas. He doesn’t
want the little girls and
boys to be worried that

something bad hap-
pened to Rudolph.
He is hoping that
he will just come
back on his own,
but if he doesn’t,
more severe
steps will need
to be taken.
     Retired elves

have been called in to help look
for Rudolph and/or work mak-
ing toys while Rudolph is miss-
ing. Elves from all over the
town are moving into the town
center for the time being, some
staying with relatives and oth-
ers staying at The Snowflake
Inn. The town is packed; there
is barely any room to move
anywhere in the town, it’s
starting to look a lot like New
York around the North Pole.
     Bobby, one retired elf, said,
“I was happy to retire, but I
will always be willing to help
Santa and the gang out if need

be. And it’s fun to work along-
side my grandkids.  We don’t
get to spend much time to-
gether around this time of year.”
     After the news broadcast,
parents from all around the
world came to the North Pole
to help in the search for
Rudolph. “All we want to do
is save Christmas for our little
ones,” John Smith from Ar-
kansas said when he was ques-
tioned. “My wife stayed back
home to comfort them be-
cause after they saw that
Rudolph was missing, they
thought that they would never
see another Christmas.”
     When Santa and Mrs.
Claus saw all the people that
came to the North Pole to help
in the search, their moods
brightened a bit. “It’s so good
to see all these people here,”
Mrs. Claus said. “It makes me
proud of people all around the
world to see that they care so
much about Christmas.”
     Everyone in the North Pole
went out on a big search party
last night and they still aren’t
back.  “I’m beginning to worry
that something happened to ev-
eryone else, too.” Said Santa.
“I'm thinking that when every-
one comes back I’m going to
recruit some of the more ex-
perienced reindeer and have
them pull the sleigh and I’ll ride
around pretty low to the
ground and hopefully this will
lead me to some reindeer
tracks in the snow.”
     With Rudolph missing the
town is scrambling to keep
Christmas on track. Hopefully,
Rudolph will be found very
soon.

Rudolph’s gone missing
Can Christmas go on without the lead reindeer?
By: Collette Gibbs



   As kids, all of us had a gift that
we thought we couldn’t live with-
out. We sent letters to Santa over
and over again, begging and
crying that they will die if they
don’t get that present, along
with the occasional “please
Santa,” of course. For some rea-
son, even if they pleaded year
after year for the same gift, they
still didn’t get it. Did you ever
have a gift you always wanted
but never got? Here are some
New Richmond High School stu-
dents talking about gifts they
always wanted but never ended
up getting. On top of that, we
interviewed Santa Claus, from the
North Pole, to explain why he
wasn’t able to get them that gift.
   “Well, that’s easy, I always
wanted a puppy! Who doesn’t
want a puppy? My desire for
wanting a puppy was completely
fueled by the pure satisfac- tion
of just owning a
puppy,” said
Chan “The
Man” Cochran.
   Mr. Claus re-
plied to Cochran,
“Sorry that I wasn’t
able to get you that
puppy you wanted,
Chan. I knew how much you
wanted it. Actually, if I do recall,
one of my elves told me he saw
you crying to your mommy about
how much you wanted it. I used
to be able to deliver puppies
when they weren’t as high in
demand by young boys and
girls. One year I decided I
wouldn’t be able to give puppies
as gifts because they were just
too rambunctious. They would
end up tearing up other kids’ pre-
sents because of their need to
chew on everything, so I just

couldn’t afford to deliver them
as gifts without having to put
my elves into overdrive to make
extra toys!”
   Now that
Santa has ex-
p l a i n e d
why he
isn’t able
to deliver
p u p p i e s
as Christ-
mas gifts, he
continued on to an-
swer other students who ques-
tioned why some of their dream
gifts never arrived.
   “Even though I love my 1996
Honda Civic, ever since I was
able to drive, I always wanted a
Volkswagen Hippie Bus, but
never got it!” said senior John
Ernst.
   Santa Claus then replied to
Ernst. “Ah yes, John Ernst.
Christmas of 2012, I remember it

very well. One of
the few young
lads I have
ever had re-
questing such
a gift, eh. The
reason I de-

cided not to give
you that gift is be-

cause I could see you having
such a great future, I just
couldn’t live
with myself
knowing I
turned you
into a
greasy hip-
pie. I hope
you aren’t
too upset,
John!”
   Another senior, Abby Jewell
also requested an explanation for

why she didn’t receive one of
her dream gifts. “Santa! I always
wanted an Easy Bake Oven! I

was always a good girl
and asked nicely, I

just wanna know
why I didn’t get

that gift, even
though it used
to be on the top

of my wish list,”
she said.

   “Come on now,
Abby. You are try-

ing so hard to make it sound as if
you wished for this gift many
years ago, but as I now recall, an
Easy Bake Oven is on your
wishlist this year, for Christ-
mas 2013. Let’s face re-
ality, one must let go
of one’s childhood
dream gifts when
one is eighteen.
Besides, where
would you fit an
Easy Bake Oven
in your college
dorm,” Santa re-
sponded.
   Along with the other students,
sophomore Ashley Gray claims
she was also “ripped off” by
Santa, in her opinion.
   “All I wanted for Christmas for
several years in a row, was a mo-
tor scooter! But, every Christmas

morning I woke up
for, I ran down-
stairs to look
for my shiny,
new ride, but
it was never
there!” she

said.
   Santa ex-

plained himself. “Well Ashley, I
honestly don’t want to offend
anybody because I like to stay

nice and jolly as much as pos-
sible, but we all know you and a
motor scooter would not turn out
well for anyone… or the fire hy-
drant outside your house. I went
against your enjoyment to con-
tribute to your safety. See, now
I’m the good guy, buuuuuuurn.
Ho! Ho! Ho!”
   Now that Santa Claus has
cleared his good name, we all re-
alize he doesn’t mean any harm
by not delivering us the gift; he
was just not able to give it us.
So, if you’re still waiting on that
gift from Santa, it might just be
best to realize Santa might be sav-
ing you from social awkward-

ness in college,
torn up
shoes, be-
coming a
hippie, or he
might be
s a v i n g
your life as
well as
people in
y o u r

neighborhood by holding off on
that certain gift, *cough*
Ashley’s motor scooter,
*cough.*
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The gifts you never got
Santa explains himself
By Joe Maxwell



  Once a long, long, long, time
ago,(okay well really like two
years ago) two days before
Christmas, Santa Claus went
missing.
   “What are we going to do?”
exclaimed Mrs. Claus, “It’s al-
most Christmas and we can’t find
him anywhere!”
   Detective Ohio took Mrs.
Claus’ fragile old hand and
said, “Don’t worry ma’am,
we’ll find your husband
like a bear looking for
salmon in a river.” She
nodded her
acknowledgement and
the police set off on a
worldwide manhunt,
searching in both the
north and south
poles. They searched
from the slums of
Mexico, to the countryside
of Italy, to the royal palaces
in Beijing, to the high rises
of Tokyo and all the way to
the west coast, but they just
couldn’t find Santa Claus any-
where.
   Now with only one day before
Christmas, Mrs. Claus had no
choice, so she loudly proclaimed,
“I will deliver this year’s Christ-
mas presents to all the good chil-
dren of the world!” So they be-
gan preparing for Christmas
night. Mrs. Claus had the elves
load up the sleigh, and then off
she went to deliver the presents.
   The first house Mrs. Claus
stopped at was that of Alex
Gardner. Mrs. Claus wiggled her-
self down the chimney, wonder-
ing how in the world her much
bulkier husband made it down
all of them. When she got out of
the chimney, there was the
Christmas tree shining bright
and illuminating the living room
in a bloom of fluorescent red,
green, and blue lights. Mrs.
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By Tristin Baumann

Claus tiptoed to the tree and be-
gan placing presents under-
neath. She was so occupied with
making sure every present was
in the right place, that she didn’t
notice the young child sneak up
behind her. She turned around
to leave and found, to her sur-
prise, the child, looking up at her
with eyes full of wonder and in-

nocence.
   “Where is Santa?”

asked Alex.
   Mrs. Claus

smi led
at the
b o y
a n d
s a i d ,
“He’s

g o n e
on a vacation,

but he’ll be back soon. Now
go back to bed and you can open
your presents in the morning.”
   Alex nodded his head as if it
made perfect sense, and then
went back to his bedroom.
   Mrs. Claus went back up the
chimney and out. She got back
onto the sleigh and off to the next
house. Not too long after, she
got to the house of Ciera Moore.
Mrs. Claus slipped down the
chimney with ease, now that she
was getting the hang of it. As
she popped out of the fireplace
she was met by the sight of a
child staring right at her with
eyes of curiosity. This child she
knew, was Ciera.
   “Why is Santa not here?” ques-
tioned the child.
   Mrs. Claus gave her stock an-
swer “He’s on a vacation, but
he’ll be back soon.”
   Ciera tilted her head and asked,

“Why?”
   “Because he’s very tired and
needed a break.” Mrs. Claus re-
plied.
   “Why?” Ciera asked again.
   “Because he delivers presents
to all the children every year.”
said Mrs. Claus, now losing her
patience.
   “Why?” asked Ciera for a third
time.
   Mrs. Claus sighed and said,
“Because he’s the nicest guy in
the world.”
   Ciera nodded and said, “Ok.”
So Mrs. Claus sent Ciera back to
bed and put her presents under
the tree, went back up the chim-
ney and took off to deliver more
presents.
   Of course, Mrs. Claus skipped
over the houses of naughty kids

like Hunter, Chandler,
and Joe, because

naughty kids
don’t even get
c o a l

anymore(that stuff was expen-
sive). Just near the end of the
present delivery route, Mrs.
Claus landed at the house of Lily
Cahall. Lily was older than Alex
and Ciera, and not too long from
now she would be too old for
the yearly presents delivered by
Santa (or in the case of this year,
Mrs. Claus). Mrs. Claus made her
way down the chimney and out
of the fireplace. And there sit-
ting in a big comfy chair, was Lily,
who seemed to have been wait-
ing for Mrs. Claus all night.
   “Where is Santa?” asked Lily.
   Mrs. Claus knew that there was
no fooling this child, who was
obviously wise beyond her
years, so she said, “Honestly, I
don’t know. We’re looking for
him though.”
   “I hope you find him. If you
see him, tell him I said thank you
for all the years of presents he’s

given me and all the other good
kids in the world.”
   This made Mrs. Claus smile
and say, “I will, Lily. Thank you.
Now off to bed so I can deliver
your presents.”
   Lily went off to go back to
sleep, and Mrs. Claus put her
presents under her tree. Then
she flew up the chimney and
took off on the sleigh to deliver
presents to the last few houses.
   Finally, after a long night of
delivering presents, Mrs. Claus
brought the sleigh back to the
North Pole, exhausted and ready
for a year long rest.
   As Mrs. Claus hopped down
off the big fire engine red sleigh,
Detective Ohio came up to her
with a satisfied grin and said,
“You did great ma’am, and we
found something while you were
out and about. If you’ll kindly
come with me, I’ll show you.”
Mrs. Claus could only nod as she
went with Detective Ohio inside
the Claus home. Sitting there in
the big recliner chair next to the
fireplace, was Santa Claus.
   Mrs. Claus gave him a big hug
and then asked, “Where were
you?”
   “I was at a... umm... a holidays
anonymous meeting,” replied
Santa, “I just couldn’t take all the
pressure of the Christmas holi-
day this year. I’m sorry.”
   Mrs. Claus’ smile turned into a
stern look, and she said, “That’s
fine. But next Christmas you’re
going to go out and deliver pre-
sents,” then she smiled again,
“and I’m going with you.”



   Has Santa finally lost his mind?
With 14 hour work days, seven
days a week, most elves have had
enough and have just recently
gone on strike. They are refus-
ing to do any more work without
a proper contract and better pay.
With Christmas just around the
corner, will Santa and his group
of lawyers settle on a new con-
tract for the elves, or will Santa
have to finish the job all on his
own?
  The Channel 12 news team
broke the story immediately af-
ter finding out about it and
dashed to the North Pole, and
caught up with a few important
members of the strike.
 “We would get up around four
thirty every morning, get some
breakfast, then arrive to the toy
shop at five just to work our butts
off all day while the fat guy sits
in his chair and eats all day; it
was ridiculous,” said head elf Joe
Maxwell. “So we all got together
a few days ago and decided to
put Santa’s operation to rest.”
   “When we got there, all I re-
member seeing was the whole elf
community outside of the toy
shop, and Santa’s house rioting
and refusing to work, it was quite
the scene, seeing a few thousand

elves trying to burn down the
North Pole, but nonetheless, a
very serious movement,” said
news 12 anchor Bob Herzog.
   The strike started about a week
before Thanksgiving, on
Wednesday, Nov. 20th. There are
plenty of rumors going around
about what happened, but news
12 got the chance to talk to
Santa’s lawyer, and the lawyer in
charge of the I.B.U.T (Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Union
Toymakers). We have heard that
the elves have not been to
work since the riot, and are
refusing to come back
and finish the toys un-
til Santa gives them
better pay, and
shorter hours.
   “We understand
that we have a lot
of work to do, and
there are millions
of toys to make, I
just feel if we had
a better schedule,
everyone would be more
productive and we would have
more holiday spirit,” explained
Maxwell.
   Jack Hooke, who is the attor-
ney for the I.B.U.T, stated,
“There are millions of boys and
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the day we have to have what's
best for everyone, which means
my clients are going to need bet-
ter pay.”
   Santa has refused to speak at
this time, but his lawyer did give
us some information on behalf
of old Saint Nick. “During this
time we are meeting with the
president of the I.B.U.T along
with their team of lawyers to try
to come to an agreement, said
John Locke. “We understand
Christmas is on the line and it is
our job to make sure every child

gets the
presents
he or
s h e

wants.”
   The first

contract was
proposed by the

elves to Santa in a
candy cane and
syrup stained letter

saying:
   Mr. Claus,

   We the elves, who are
make up the I.B.U.T, along with
our totally awesome lawyers, un-
derstand Christmas is a very big
time for you, and in the end, ev-
erybody gives you credit for it,
but you need to realize that we
work our butts off every single
day of the year. We have always
been cheery and have given the
world so much but our holiday
spirit has dramatically decreased
leading to poor morale and poor
production at the workplace. To
make the long story short, big
man, money talks and we have
all the time in the world to wait
but you don’t, my friend.
   Sincerely,
   Joe Maxwell, Head elf and
President of the I.B.U.T
   Hooke said that  Santa was not
enthused at all with the elves
“contract” and said he is willing
to wait even longer so settle the
deal.

   “He understands that Christ-
mas is on the line, and produc-
tion of toys has been stopped
for now but all he seems con-
cerned about is money, and pro-
tecting the many Christmases to
come, even if that means cancel-
ing this Christmas,” said Hooke.
   On December 1st, Santa, along
with John Locke, produced a
counter offer to the elves which
gives the elves more pay, but
says that their hours need to
stay around the clock to ensure
that all of the toys get assembled
and Christmas can stay on track.
   “Santa has finally written an
acceptable contract and feels
that this is all the North Pole
needs to get back to its normal
ways we all are comfortable
with,” said Locke.
   The elves deliberated for over
four hours and consumed over
50 gallons of hot chocolate and
ate roughly 2,000 candy canes
while in the conference room.
They have accepted Santa’s
contract and are willing to start
working immediately to ensure a
successful Christmas this year.
The new contract is for the next
50 years and guarantees a great
Christmas for many years to
come.
   “Although we took our sweet
time voting on this new contract,
I believe that everyone will be
happy with this new deal Old
Saint Nick and his “lawyer”
worked up. All jokes aside, I am
really happy that this all worked
out because I have a relentless
four year old at home who would
have cried endlessly if Christmas
was cancelled,”explained Hooke.
   Santa is also grateful for the
strike to finally come to an end,
“All along I just knew we would
get a deal done, I really didn't
want Christmas to be cancelled
but it made for a great news
story, eh!”

 Is Christmas really going to be cancelled?
 With a deadline approaching fast, will Santa come to an agreement with the elves?
 By: Chandler Cochran



   Do you think that tradi-
tional school buses are over-
rated and outdated? Well, the
wait is over! Due to the con-
tinuous increase in gas prices,
the unceasing recession, and
the decreased availability of
resources, Santa has intro-
duced his solution to the di-
lemma. Today, directly from
the North Pole, Santa him-
self contacted the New Rich-
mond Exempted School
District’s transportation di-
rector, Wayne Prescott to
discuss his alternative.
  Santa’s brilliant proposal
consists of the theory of re-
placing the traditional school
bus with massive sleighs
pulled by reindeer during the
holiday season. This would
result in the conservation of
both fuel and school district
expenses, while spreading
the spirit of the Christmas
season.
  Santa believes that this in-

From buses to sleighs
Santa calls for transformation in the transportation system
By: Claire Burns

novation in the school trans-
portation system in the New
Richmond School has several
favorable assets.
   “This temporary replace-
ment will indeed have a posi-
tive impact. Due to the re-
cent updates in technology,
for the last few Christmas
seasons, I have been able to
cut the use of fuel to power
the sleighs; they merely run
on the power of the reindeer
and a few night panels,” he
said.
  Yes, Santa did say night
panels as he explained,
“Since I deliver throughout
the night, I am not able to use
the latest solar panels, so my
elves have came up with a
brilliant solution. One cannot
see it but miraculously, the
light given off from the moon
and the stars produces a suf-
ficient amount of energy used
to power the massive sleighs.
Due to its massive size, I need

an excessive amount of en-
ergy to last me through the
night. It is essential that the
night panels are exposed to
the night’s light from dusk to
dawn every day of the year.
This process builds up
enough energy to power my
sleigh through the long Christ-
mas night.”
  Due to the fact that school
buses operate mainly during
the daylight hours, Santa has
come up with an innovative
solution.
“Obviously, the traditional
school buses do not nearly
cover the distance which I
cover on my Christmas night
route, so charging the sleighs
overnight would be a suffi-
cient amount of energy for
the sleighs to operate the
sleighs during their daily
route,” he said.
  The use of these massive
sleighs would also cut back
dramatically on the time of

the bus routes. Santa states;
“If I can get around the whole
world in twenty four hours
with a stop at, I don’t
know…. EVERY HOUSE,
the bus routes could be done
in a jiff!”
  The use of these sleighs will
also decrease the number of
drivers needed to transport
the students. “Since the time
allotted to transport the stu-
dents will be cut in half, the
number of sleighs will also be
reduced. This will result in the
combination of several
routes, eliminating the num-
ber of sleighs out on the
road,” said Santa.
   This new innovation will
not be such as hassle as it
may seem. With Santa’s wide
selection of reindeer roam-
ing the north pole, this task
will be quite simple. “Ac-
cording to my calculations, I
believe that one reindeer will
provide more than enough



power to pull a sleigh full of
children,” stated Santa.
“Since nine reindeer provide
enough power to pull all the
gifts for all of the children
around the world, plus my
plump self, I am more than
certain that one reindeer
would provide more than the
equivalence of power of a
school bus.”
  Santa also believes that the
preparation for this transition
will be no problem at all.
   “Ideally all that would need
to be done is to build a stable
suitable for approximately 25
reindeer. Reindeer are rela-
tively friendly creatures and
are more than willing to share
a stall with two or three other
deer, eliminating the number
of stalls need to be built. To
manage the stable and take
care of the reindeer, the re-
maining bus drivers, who do
not have a sleigh to drive will

be used to keep up with the
maintenance of the stable.”
  Santa is not the only one
who sees this innovation as
an opportunity to save the
district’s budget, the
NREVSD Transportation
Director Wayne Prescott,
sees many positive sides as
well. “I believe that this is an
excellent solution to the con-
servation of the district’s
budget. The transportation
expenses of every district is
among one of the most costly
areas including the expenses
of fuel, buses, bus mainte-
nance, and employees,” he
said.
   “With this transition, the ex-
penses of the district will be
dramatically reduced to
merely the feed of the rein-
deer, construction of a stable,
and employees to drive the
sleighs and to keep up with
the maintenance of the rein-

deer. As a result, the district
will be open to the opportu-
nity to purchases regarding
improvements in what mat-
ters the most the children’s
education,” he added.
  The NREVSD’s superin-
tendent, Adam Bird has big
plans for the money which
will be saved by this transi-
tion. “With the recent up-
dates in technology, the learn-
ing process has, too, been
modernized. This upcoming
year’s budget will offer more
flexibility due to the  enor-
mous amount of money that
will be saved. With the de-
creasing quality of the
district’s textbooks, I believe
that it would be worthwhile
to spend the excess money
on iPads which have online
textbooks. This would be
beneficial for years to come
due to the extreme amount
of expenses that come with

the purchase of textbooks.
Using books on  the iPads
will prolong the lives of our
textbooks, while guiding the
students in their learning pro-
cess.”
  Santa also addressed an-
other positive side of transi-
tion in the transportation of
spreading the Christmas
spirit. “It seems like demon-
strations of the Christmas
spirit decrease every year. I
am not sure if this is due to
the increase in the maturity in
modern day society, or what;
however, this new advance-
ment will provide children
with an exciting holiday ex-
perience every day which will
liven their holiday attitudes0
and make the Christmas sea-
son an even more enjoyable
time of the year. Every child
will begin to look forward to
the holiday season each year,
creating a cheerful atmo-

sphere.”
  Santa’s recent pro-
posal of an innovation in
the NREVSD transpor-
tation system opens sev-
eral new opportunities
for the New Richmond
school district. Santa’s
brilliant idea of replac-
ing the traditional school
buses with giant rein-
deer propelled sleighs
will increase the flexibil-
ity of the district’s bud-
get by saving money on
gas, bus maintenance,
and other vehicle main-
tenance. It also spreads
the Christmas spirit
which is a major posi-
tive effect to the whole
New Richmond com-
munity.



   Over the last few
weeks, the nation has
been dealing and cop-
ing with the major is-
sue of the government
shutdown. Although
this shutdown was
thought to be a short,
temporary problem, it
has still continued for
weeks. As the holiday
season approaches,
people are beginning
to question Christmas,
including Santa Claus
himself.
   “This has been a
problem for us all and
we are in a state of
panic. Of course I want
to continue our tradi-
tion of spreading
Christmas cheer, but
as of right now, we just
aren’t sure how it will
turn out,” said Claus.
   These issues are oc-
curring simply due to
the fact that the gov-
ernment is responsible
for much of the North
Pole’s funding. With-
out these holiday
funds being available,
work at the North Pole
has been stopped.
   The elves have been
in a state of dismay at
these issues. “We don’t
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want to stop working,
especially as it gets so
close to the big day,
but we have no choice.
The big guy unwillingly
sent out our orders,
and we have to follow
them,” said Sally Little,
head elf in the toy de-
partment.
   “It’s been a very tough
time for all of us. We all
tend to be quite posi-
tive and cheerful, so we
are just trying to keep
our spirits up,” said
Thomas Bit, another
elf in the toy depart-
ment.
   Government officials
have been timid to an-
swer questions regard-
ing the shutdown in re-
lations to the holidays.
“We are working to sort
out these issues and
get the system back up
and running as soon
as possible. No one
wants to see Christ-
mas not happen this
year. We are trying to
get Santa and the
North Pole back in
business. It’s a difficult
situation for everyone
involved,” said An-
thony Snider, a chair-
man for the Board of

North Pole
R e l a t i o n s
(BNPR).
   Claus has
begin talk of
breaking ties
with the BNPR
due to the cur-
rent unneces-
sary compli-
cations aris-
ing through
the govern-
ment. “I never wanted
the government to get
involved with our busi-
nesses up here in my
workshops in the first
place. It’s just much
easier and simpler to
create our own work
and keep it in the North
Pole. Although we are
grateful for everything
the BNPR has done for
us, I should have cho-
sen to stay away from
ties with them. Christ-
mas has always been
run straight through
the North Pole and
maybe we will go back
to our old traditions in
the years to come,”
said Claus.
   North Pole workers
and residents have be-
gun coming together
to help resolve the

government issues.
There are hopes get
out of the BNPR busi-
ness and go back to
private funders that
helped keep the North
Pole running for so
long. “Times have
changed, but a lot of us
still think and hope that
our people here will be
able to keep Christmas
going,” said Francis
Hill, North Pole resi-
dent.
   A live news confer-
ence is scheduled with
Claus and BNPR rep-
resentatives later this
week. “As of right now,
we all must keep the
traditional thoughts
and cheers of Christ-
mas in our hearts,”
Claus concluded.



   Everyone has a tradition, es-
pecially when it comes to the
holidays. Gathering around the
Christmas tree, hanging stock-
ings, watching Christmas mov-
ies, and everyone filled with
bundles of joy always brings
highlights to the holidays.
Teachers and students at New
Richmond High School share
how they celebrate Christmas.
   Students said they
celebrate Christ-
mas in many dif-
ferent ways with
various tradi-
tions with family.
   “My family has
a fun-filled agenda
around this time
of year. We decorate
the tree, go to my
grandma’s on Christmas
Eve, wake up and open Santa’s
presents, then go to my other
grandma’s house for dinner,
along with all of my new toys,”
said sophomore Hali Stamper.
   Sophomore Cydney Stiles said,
“We celebrate Christmas by
having family dinner with my
grandparents. My grandparents
spend the night, and then the
next morning we open up pre-
sents.”
   “I celebrate Christmas with my
family. I go to my dad’s house,
grandma’s house, and my step-
dad’s parents’ house,” said
sophomore Ariel Huber.
   Sophomore Paul Jaehnen cel-
ebrates  Christmas firstly by go-
ing to church with his family.
“After church, my family cel-
ebrates together,” he added.

   NRHS teachers also have a few
special ways they celebrate the
holiday.
   English teacher Shelby Pride
said the older she gets the more
she realizes how important
family really is and she enjoys
spending the holidays with
hers. “Christmas Eve is spent
with my parents, sister, brother-
in-law, and niece. I play board
games, eat and laugh with

the others.” she
said. “Christ-
mas morning,

my grandpar-
ents come over for

breakfast and to un-
wrap gifts. Christmas

evening, we have my
mom’s side of the fam-

ily over to celebrate with
more gifts, more food, and

more fun!”
   History teacher Josh Stratton
said he, too, celebrates Christ-
mas with his family. “I enjoy
spending time with my family,
enjoying some Starbucks, and
watching football.”
   A majority of the students said
their favorite childhood
memory would be waking up
early in the morning and seeing
all the presents Santa had
brought.
   “I always enjoyed waking up
so early to open presents and
get the day started so I could see
how all the things I got worked,”
said junior Brittney O’Brien.
   Huber said, “My favorite child-
hood memory of Christmas was
one time it was Christmas Eve
and I remember spending the
night with my brother and wak-

ing up with him the next morn-
ing and getting our stockings to-
gether.”
   “My favorite is waking up to
see the lit up Christmas tree
with presents under it,” said
Stiles.
   Some students said their favor-
ite childhood memories of
Christmas did not include gifts.
The holiday season is all about
spending time with loved ones,
the gifts might be important,
but they are not the most im-
portant thing.
   “One of my favorite
childhood memories of
the Christmas season
would be when my
grandma made me my
very own ornament,
where she painted my
face and some facts
about me on it,” said
Stamper.
   Sophomore Ally Lutz said, “I
always loved when my grandpa
would read us stories on the
night before Christmas.”
    Pride remembered the good
days just as well. “On Christmas
night ,my dad and uncles would
take my cousins, sister and I to
look at Christmas lights while
my grandma was back at our
house putting out the toys Santa
Claus left at her house for all her
grandchildren.”
   Stratton, however, didn’t get to
come home to such surprises.
“My dad would always end up
telling my brother and I what
we were getting for Christmas
because he can’t keep a secret.”
   The holidays always have
something good to bring espe-
cially when family comes to
town. “I enjoy seeing all of my
out of town family and the food,”
said Stamper.
   Jaehnen also enjoys seeing ev-
eryone. “I also enjoy the giving

What’s your Christmas ritual?
NRHS shares holiday traditions
By Ashley Gray

and how everyone is happy,”
Jaehnen added.
  O’Brien said, “I enjoy the
Christmas music and just the
whole vibe of Christmas; it’s al-
ways so happy and fun.”
   Many family memories come
from past Christmases. “My fa-
vorite funny memory of Christ-
mas is when the Christmas tree
fell on top of my mother,” said

O’Brien.
   Stiles said, “In fourth grade

my sister still believed in
Santa but I didn’t, so my

mom put white pow-
der under the fire place
claiming it was Santa
magic. I spent the
whole day figuring
out that the magic
was baby powder.”
   “My favorite funny

memory from Christ-
mas is sled riding behind the
tennis courts and going in the
creek and when my friend Kyli
thought her mom was an elf,”
said sophomore Ariel Johnson.
   So now that the year is wind-
ing down to a close, take this
time to unwind as as well. Sit
back and realize all the things
you have available at your fin-
gertips. The holidays are a great
time for everyone to gather to-
gether and enjoy quality time
with others that we do not al-
ways have with our busy day-
to-day schedules.



    Rudolph and Santa's other re-
indeer wanted to go outside to
play before they had to go out
and deliver all the gifts to the chil-
dren of the world.
   There was just one issue:
Dancer and Prancer wanted to
go and explore the woods of the
North Pole. Rudolph said that
that was not a good idea, but all
of Santa's reindeer agreed with
Dancer and Prancer. They all
wanted to go into the woods.
The pressure got to Rudolph
and he didn't want to be the
"party pooper,” so he agreed to
go with them, Rudolph knew that
this was not a good idea, but he
did it anyway.
     After a few hours, Rudolph
said they should head back be-
cause it was getting dark outside,
then, out of the blue, a huge
snowstorm hit and it lasted an
hour! After Rudolph dug himself
out from the mountain of snow,
he realized that he was all alone
and out in the middle of nowhere.
Rudolph knew he must find away
to get back to Santa’s workshop,
but he had no clue where he was.
     Rudolph was so upset be-
cause he fell into peer pressure
and his dad and mom always told
him never to do anything he felt
uncomfortable with. But like ev-
ery child does, he fell in and went
along with others. Frightfully,
Rudolph started panicking and
spinning around in circles and

pacing, wondering what
a young fawn in the
middle of the woods
should do. He was scared
and cold and he started
crying.
   Rudolph said, “ I will
never see my mommy
again;  I should have lis-
tened to her,” and then
suddenly it hit him what

Santa said. “Now, Rudolph it isn't
always easy to get where you
want to be in life but I will tell
you just as I tell everyone I meet,
don’t give in and always try. With
that you shall get far in life.”
   Right then power mode struck
Rudolph and he was now more
determined than ever to get back
home.
     Rudolph thought and thought
and thought about what he had
to do to make it through the
night. Dusk was falling fast and
the temperatures were dropping
dramatically. When Rudolph was
in fawn scouts (much like boy
scouts, but for fawns), he
learned how to make a fire and
build a tent out of sticks and
leaves to keep the wind out, and
so he built one.
   He fell fast asleep. When morn-
ing came, Rudolph went out to
find some berries and a watering
hole before he got started on his
journey home, His mom told him
that breakfast was the most im-
portant meal of the day, and
Rudolph knew he must have
food and be hydrated because
he did not know how long it
would take to get back home.
    Once Rudolph had eaten and
started to walk he saw a sign of
hope; he spotted Blitzen’s spe-
cial collar! Rudolph knew that he
was going the right way so as he
continued to walk he looked for
even more clues. But as Rudolph

walked on, he began to lose hope
because he had not seen another
clue in hours.
    Rudolph sat down and started
crying when he heard a soft little
pipsqueak of a voice say,
“What's the matter? Why are
you sad.”
    Rudolph jumped up in a panic
and turned. “Hey, who’s there?”
exclaimed
Rudolph.
     “Look
down,” said
the voice.
   Right
there stood
a tiny rat
named Ash.
“ W h a t ’ s
wrong,” Ash said again.
     “I’m lost and I can't find my
way back home,” cried out
Rudolph.
     “Well then, are you in luck! I
know my way around this whole
pole,” said Ash.
    Rudolph turned his head re-
ally fast. “Really? Do you?”
    “Why, yes,” said Ash. “I have
a lot of family. I know this pole
like the back of my paw.”
   There was a sign of hope for
Rudolph again.
   “Tell me where you live,” said
Ash. “I shall take you there.”
   “I live at Santas’ house up on
Re-

indeer Lane,” said Rudolph.
   “Oh, that’s not too far from
here,” said Ash.
   And so Rudolph and Ash went
on their way back, The best mo-
ment had arrived.  They reached
Rudoph’s house and his  mom
came running out the door as fast
as she could.
    “RUDOLPH'S HOME!!!”

Rudolph and his
mom and dad
hugged for a good
while and then all
the other reindeer
came out. Rudolph
explained what
had happened and
Rudolph’s mom
was just happy her

baby boy was okay.

    “Rudolph, we should have lis-
tened to you and from now on
we will. We all were so worried
about you,” said Dancer.
   “Well, we all learned a lesson. I
learned don’t give into peer pres-
sure and you all learned not to
go in the woods alone any
more,” said Rudolph.
   “I think everyone learned a
very good lesson,” said
Rudolph’s mom.  “Now let’s go
inside, have some dinner and
spend some time together where
we’re all safe and warm.”

Alert, Rudolph is lost!
Will he ever find his way back home?
 By Casey Pendergrass



   Our dear reindeer, Rudolph The
Red Nosed Reindeer, has unfor-
tunately been let go after all these
eons of being in the business.
He caused a ruckus in the work-
shop by threatening a strike so
Santa Claus decided that the best
idea was to fire him. Now
Rudolph The Red Nosed Rein-
deer will fade out of our minds,
and might go down in history for
all the wrong reasons.
   The day before Christmas, a
very busy day in the workshop,
Rudolph came to a very stressed
out Santa. “He complained that I
was not paying him enough! I
pay him the most of all my work-
ers AND reindeer! Plus, he gets
all the fame and spotlight when
it comes to my transportation.”
said Claus.
   Apparently, all the fame has
gone to Rudolph’s head! “I do
all the physical labor when it
comes to Christmas. I am the rea-
son those presents get to the
kids of the world! Without my
red nose, Santa won’t be able to
get anywhere during the night!”
said Rudolph.
   Rudolph wants more than rec-
ognition and fame now. All the
young believers aren’t enough
for his suddenly dark heart.
“Having all the kids in the world
believing in me isn’t enough
anymore. Sorry, but young be-

lievers don’t put hay in the stall.
Santa says he pays me the most,
but I barely get by! I can’t imag-
ine how the other workers get
by when I barely can.”
   The other workers dearly miss
their old comrade, Rudolph.“It’s
not as fun when Rudolph is not
here at the workshop. He always
served as entertainment on the
long, monotonous days of build-
ing toys.” said Lily, the young
elf.
   But not all the workers miss
Rudolph. “When he wasn’t pick-
ing on me for other’s entertain-
ment, he was complaining. He
has always been trying to con-
vince Santa to raise his salary.
The days that Santa refused his
requests, he was especially
mean to me.” claims the elf, Alex.
   There are others that have suf-
fered Rudolph’s wrath. “When
Santa refused his raises, Rudolph
would be in a very bad mood.
Since he couldn’t make his own
money, Rudolph would resort to
thievery. There were many occa-
sions when I would find him in
my stall, going through my be-
longings looking for spare
change. Once ,he found all of my
savings, but luckily Blitzen
stopped him before he got very
far.” claimed Donner, the famous
reindeer.
   Rudolph seems to be the em-

bodiment of a child-
hood bully now that
we know the truth. He
picks on others for
entertainment, which
is no real reason to
pick on others at all.
He wants more
money, and does any-
thing to get his peers’ “lunch
money”. The famous Rudolph
the Red Nosed Reindeer is ap-
parently all a lie!
   Rudolph does not deny these
claims. “Sure! I admit it! I do get
angry and pick on others, but its
like a stress reliever. It’s just play-
ful banter to me, sorry if I really
do hurt anybody…” explained
Rudolph.
   But does he deny that he is a
thief? “I need money. That’s why
I started this whole ‘strike’ thing.
Santa doesn’t pay me enough,
that’s all I’m going to say.” said
Rudolph.
   Rudolph doesn’t exactly say
that he is a thief, but connect the
dots. He is a poor reindeer that
can’t raise his income, so he re-
sorts to stealing from his so
called ‘friends’.
   Santa has to quickly replace
Rudolph before this Christmas
season. “I don’t have time to in-
terview, and hire a new reindeer.
I’m going to have to promote an-
other reindeer to the head of the
sleigh. Maybe...Blitzen..yes,
Blitzen will do for now.” said
Santa Claus.
   So it seems that Blitzen is get-
ting a promotion now that
Rudolph is gone. At least some-
body benefits from this horrible
catastrophe that could ruin the
view of Rudolph.
   Now that Rudolph is not the
reindeer in charge of leading
Santa’s sleigh, what does he do
now? “Santa seemed to take pity
on me. After a few days of being
unemployed I realized what a

good job I really had. So I went
to Santa and I apologized for be-
ing so difficult. He then offered
me a new job that I will get paid a
lot of money for!” explained
Rudolph.
   Santa explained what Rudolph
is now doing to contribute to
Christmas, but still get paid.
“Rudolph came back a few days
after he was fired, and I refrained
from saying ‘I told you so!’. But
he really needed a job. I decided
to give him the job of checking
off the Wish List so that I know
what kids have already received
presents or not.”
   It seems that Rudolph is quite
fond of his new job. “I really do
enjoy what I do. I get paid as
much as I want now!” said
Rudolph.
   Santa seems to think Rudolph
is doing well, too. “Rudolph is
working hard and I can tell he is
trying to win back my trust. If he
continues working so hard, I
might just forgive him and pro-
mote him. It’s a shame that I no
longer have his red nose,
though.” said Rudolph.
   Poor Santa Claus is lacking a
very important worker now that
Rudolph is in charge of the Wish
List. Even though Blitzen is a
good temporary worker, Santa
still needs someone with their
own light source on some part
of their body. So if you fit that
description, contact Santa right
away! He might’ve gotten rid of
a big thorn in his side, but now
he doesn’t have a very vital
worker in his business.

Rudolph on strike!
Rudolph is now not so jolly for the Christmas season

By Ciera Moore



   People around the world, there
is an announcement that you
need to hear! You love the gifts
Santa has given you in the past,
but have you ever wondered
how he thought of our gifts to
him? Imagine eating Christmas
cookies from every single house
around the world. Would you get
sick of them? Santa Claus has
recently told the press that he is
going to stop Christmas if kids
do not stop baking cookies.
   Claus said he used to be in love
with Christmas cookies. “Christ-
mas cookies used to be my fa-
vorite part about going to the
children's houses, but I just don’t
feel the spark any more. Plus, I
am gaining so much weight, it is
getting hard to move!” said
Claus
   Alex, the oldest elf at the Christ-
mas factory, explained that he
has known Santa forever and he
has been acting differently for a
few years now. “It has been a
couple years since I have seen
Santa at his happiest. Usually,
he goes outside with me and we
play in the glimmering snow, roll
around, and make snowmen. Just
recently he won’t even talk to
me! I didn’t even do anything, I
don’t think.”
   Ciera is the newest reindeer
here at the Christmas factory and
said she didn’t know Santa was
mean. “When I was a little rein-

deer, I always thought Santa was
the nicest person in the world,
but when I met him he has a se-
vere attitude and barely accepted
me to be his head reindeer. I think
he is acting this way because of
all the cookies he has been eat-
ing. One day I feel like he is just
going to explode. I am kind of
glad Santa is putting off Christ-
mas for a while because he
needs to calm down and plus, I
am new so I am afraid I’ll fail at
being a reindeer. I want to see
him in a cheery mood and not so
grumpy.”
   A young child named Hunter
had his dreams and hopes
crushed when he found out that
Santa Claus, his hero, might not
be visiting him this year because
Hunter and his mom usually make
Chocolate Chip Cookies. “I...I-I-
I j-just wa-wanted to meet-t S-S-
Santa!” His mother told us that
he would not stop crying so his
dad had to dress up and pretend
to be Santa.
   Mrs.Claus explained that she
tried to get her husband of a mil-
lennium to eat her famous recipe
of oatmeal raisin cookies. “Usu-
ally, whenever Santa even smells
the scent of the warm,chewy, de-
licious cookies he is in the
kitchen immediately! I just really
wish he will turn back to normal.
I miss his cookie loving self.
Somebody has to do something

soon!”
   Frosty the mailman, always
gives Santa the young children's
wish lists. “Whenever I see
Santa, he greets with a HO-HO-
HO and says thanks. But this last
Christmas he just angrily took the
letters and walked away.”
   Claus said that he will organize
a  contest to see can make the
best cookies. The winner’s recipe
will be sent out around the world
for children to bake that exact
recipe and the winner will become
famous. “This contest that I am
throwing  must be a good one in
order for me to start up Christ-
mas again. The cookies must be
excellent, yummy, and must bring
me joy.”
   Alex, the oldest elf, said his fa-
vorite cookies are sugar cook-
ies. “I know Santa will love my
cookies the most, because ev-
eryone loves sugar and cookies,
so it goes perfectly together!”
   Ashley, the youngest elf, said
her favorite cookies were Oreos.
“I know no one puts Oreos out
for Santa on Christmas, so the
change in flavor will be good for
Santa, I feel. Honestly, I feel like
he has never had an Oreo, so I
hope he likes it.”
   Mrs.Claus decided she wanted
to join the contest as well, just
for, fun though. “I know my

Santa needs to cut down on cookies
New recipes invited; all bakers can apply
By: Lily Cahall

Santa-poo and he loves mint
cookies! He apparently eats them
all the time. I am going to put all
my effort into these cookies be-
cause I need to become famous.
My time is almost up on earth
and I need to be recognized
somehow!”
   Frosty the mailman said he has
a secret ice cream cookie recipe.
“If you add ice cream to the
middle, it will be the best cookie
around, I swear. I am for sure go-
ing to win this contest with my
ice cream recipe.”
   So if you are interested in en-
tering Santa’s contest, you must
have the perfect cookies. Maybe
he will pick your cookies and the
cookies will help save Christmas.
To submit cookies to Santa you
must call into his office and his
head reindeer Rudolph will an-
swer the phone. Rudolph will ask
for all of your information, in-
cluding your name and what kind
of Christmas cookies you will
bake. Once you have told
Rudolph all of your information,
you just send in your cookies
and then keep your fingers
crossed and wait. If he picks
your cookies then you will get a
call the next day.  So bake your
best batch of cookies and help
save Christmas!



Mrs. Claus is hiring mercenaries
Santa may not be visiting the United States this year

   Americans! You might not get

your presents this year! Santa
Claus has lost his passport so
he cannot go about his normal
route of  Europe to Africa to Asia
to Australia to South America to
Mexico to the United States to
Canada due to the heavy border
patrol laws on the Mexico-United
States border!
   The North Pole is in complete
chaos, according to Buddy, a
thirty year veteran elf worker  of
the remote-controlled toy fac-
tory. “I haven’t seen boss
(Claus) in over forty eight hours!
I’m nervous! For the first time in
thirty years, elves are compet-
ing with other elves for replac-
ing boss and Mrs. Claus has
even stopped cooking!”
   Jingle, a new elf, has just re-
cently joined the hula-hoop de-
partment of the physical activity
toy factory. Jingle is not nervous
at all and believes we will have
another reindeer save the day. ‘I
mean, the last time we had an
emergency, boss found a rein-
deer with a freaky nose to help
him.”
   A reindeer, Vixen, overheard the
answer and had a harsh reply.

“That elf doesn’t know what he’s
talking about! We reindeer can’t
help Claus with a passport! The
border patrol is already hard
enough!”
   Comet, a lead reindeer, totally
agreed with Vixen. “The border
patrol is needlessly tough. All we
do is break into people’s houses
and leave presents! It’s not like
we’re smuggling illegal weapons
into the United States or any-
thing!”
  Border police chief, Ciera
Ebenezer, who is the leader of the
anti-Santa movement, believes
Santa should not be welcomed
into the United States. “We have
had several complaints, gifts fall-
ing from the sky, hoof marks on
the roof, and even decorative
Christmas ornament breaking!”
   One of Ebenezer’s officers,
Lilian Humbug, has a list of com-
plaints. “I’ve heard about rein-
deer scat on roofs, jump ropes
hanging from trees, and the theft
of milk & cookies.”
    Another of Ebenezer’s squad,
her husband, Hunter Ebenezer,
is in charge of launching giant
missiles at the accused illegal
smuggler sleigh. “There have

been a total of nine accu-
sations of illegal smug-
gling, and in all cases,
Claus has avoided a
search every time. We
have decided to take ac-
tion by adding radioactive
missiles, candy cane edi-
tion, to our arsenal. We
have seven launchers each
for each of Santa’s but-
tons!”
   Ebenezer said he be-
lieves his wife has become
overly obsessed with
stopping Santa but be-
lieves it must be some-
thing to do with her child-

hood. “Ciera supposedly never
got that shiny red bicycle that
she really wanted but she never.
I think she probably holds that
against Santa.
   When asked about her child-
hood Christmas, Mrs. Ebenezer
launched all seven launchers and
asked to be left alone before the
coordinates are changed…
   But when asked a second time
several hours later, Mrs.
Ebenezer confirmed her
husband’s theory. “I wanted that
bicycle! If I would have gotten
it, I would have gained one more
dollar at my lemonade stand the
summer after by making it to Mrs.
Frost’s house, allowing me to
buy a Hershey bar instead of
some M&M's that I could have
traded with Brady for a Reese’s
cup, which in turn I could have
given to Mr. Diffusion, my ninth
grade biology teacher giving me
extra credit, and putting that
grade up to an A instead of a B
allowing me to get into Harvard
instead of Yale and  giving me
the option to become a profes-
sional rower and fulfilling my
dream of becoming an Olympic
Athlete.”
   Santa saw the quote and de-
cided to try to give Mrs.
Ebenezer the bicycle. “I feel hor-

By. Alex Gardner

rible about skipping her house
that one year but her giant Great
Dane tried to eat Blitzen!”
   When Ciera received the bi-
cycle,  she picked it up and broke
it in half, screaming: “I needed
this thirty years ago!” Santa
cried for several hours.
    Mrs. Claus is having a nervous
breakdown over the coming
Christmas. She is afraid that her
husband will be stopped, or even
worse killed, by the Border Pa-
trol. “I’m absolutely flabber-
gasted that the patrol won’t even
ask us to search. I am now plan-
ning a counterattack, I’m train-
ing the reindeer to be specialists
in advanced weaponry such as
tanks, sniper rifles, and satellite
lasers. Comet is also trained in
the medical field and is consid-
ered the most important, behind
my husband, of course. I am also
sending several elves trained in
throwing stars and snowballs to
help along the way.”
   Will Santa find his passport?
Will the citizens of the United
States get their presents? Will
Mrs. Claus hire Mercenaries?
Who knows? Maybe foul play
is involved… but I guess we will
have to wait until December 24.



    Freshman Korey Feldkamp is
very excited for Christmas. If a
reindeer and a sleigh were parked
outside  Feldkamp’s house, he
said, “I would go get my little
brother because he loves Santa.
I would also get inside the
sleigh, because I would love to
hang out with the elves,” he said.
  The thought of going to the
North Pole excites Feldkamp with
overjoyed expectations. “I
would try to slip in Santa’s of-
fice to see if I was on the good or
bad list,” he said.
   Making toys with elves and

    Sophomore Ryan Brunk has a
different approach for what he
would do if a sleigh with rein-
deer were parked outside his
house.
   “I would look around to see if
the sleigh was real and then pet
the reindeer,” he said.
   “I would definitely get into the
sleigh, just to know what it feels
like and to look at all the cool
things inside, I would try to see
if I could make it fly, too,” he said.
   If the sleigh took Brunk to the
North Pole, he said, “I would call
my parents and let them know I
went to the North Pole and tell
them I was going to stay here in

the North Pole a while to have
fun,” he said.
   Meeting Santa, and making
toys with the elves, “would be
something else,” said Brunk.
   “I would feel good and I think
it would be loads of fun to make
toys because I like building,” he
responded.

Faces in the Hallway
By: Christin Gray
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    Junior Korinne Gillman can’t
wait for Christmas. We also
would have a thief on our hands,
because if a sleigh was parked
outside her front porch with re-
indeer attached, she’d take some
presents, and take pictures with
all the elves.
    “I would definitely jump in the
sleigh, it’s not every day you just
find a sleigh and reindeer in New
Richmond. I would take the
sleigh for a joyride and feed the
reindeer some carrots,” she said.
   If Gillman went to the North
Pole, she said she would go
crazy.
   “I would be super excited, I
would run around and hang out
with all the elves, make friends

with Santa and all the reindeer. I
would try to get all of them to
make the presents I wanted,” she
said.
   If Gillman could make toys with
the elves she said, “I would feel
like a child, but a really happy
one. It would be pretty cool and
just chill with Santa and his elves
making toys and stuff. I would
love to sit on his lap all day,”
she said.

Junior
Korinne
Gillman

northern lights,” she said.
    “If I could make toys with the
elves, I would feel super tall,” she
said, “but I wouldn’t mind chill-
ing with them.  As long as I get
to sit with Santa, I’ll be happy,”
she said.

Senior
Olivia

Ferguson
    Senior Olivia Ferguson said
she would definitely have her
phone in her hand if she found a
sleigh with reindeer.
   “I would run outside and take
pictures for Instagram. Who
wouldn’t want a picture with a
reindeer?” she said.
     “I would absolutely get in the
sleigh; you don’t get that kind
of opportunity every day,” she
said.
   If the sleigh took Ferguson to
the North Pole, she said, “I
would be so happy! I would love
to see the North Pole and the

meeting Santa sounds out of this
world, but Feldkamp would feel
special. “If I got to make toys
with the elves, hang around and
eat Mr. Claus’ cookies, I would
feel like it was a once in a lifetime
opportunity, It would also be
very cool to be Santa’s right
hand man,” he said.



It’s Christmas in July, everyone!
No, but seriously though, we’re celebrating Christmas in July
By Chelsey Fawley

      Hey everyone it’s that time
of year again! Christmas time.
Ahh, the warmth of a sputtering
fire, chestnuts roasting on an
open flame, the gentle pitter pat-
ter of snow as each individual
snowflake joins the rest that are
lying on the ground. . .
    SCREEEEEEEEECH!!!!
     Just kidding! Recently all the
important world leaders gath-
ered together to look over some
yearly scheduling. Due to the
end of the year constantly being
packed with with holidays, Pope
Francis and other prominent lead-
ers came to the agreement that
they would be moving the date
of Christmas starting in 2014. In-
stead of having a slew of holi-
days at the end of the year,
Christmas will be July 25th in
hopes of better feuling the world
economy and making the sum-
mer more enjoyable.
     Pope Francis, along with sev-
eral other prominent world lead-
ers such as Vladimir Putin, Hu
Jintao, Hugo Chavez, Beyonce,
and Barack Obama are all ecstatic
about the new date.
      “It is most important to the
people of the world, along with
the International Confederation
of Catholics that we help people
in the world,” Pope Francis said.
“Oftentimes families cannot af-

ford to celebrate all
the end of the year
festivities. Now
with Christmas in
July we will
suddlenly assist
thousands of fami-
lies throughout the
world.  ”
    Obama agreed
wholeheartedly,
saying, “I think it’s
time the people of
the world get a little
change. There’s
way too many holi-

days in winter as is, and support-
ing some spree spending in the
summer when people usually
would not be shopping will help
keep the flow of money steady
throughout the economy.”
      Here in southern Ohio, how-
ever, things aren’t going over too
well. People are in an uproar in
New Richmond High School over
this recent change, and it’s for a
great variety of reasons.
     Senior Abby Jewell had one
simple complaint about the
change in date. “This is bull!,”
she said, ‘I can’t wear my Santa
suit in the middle of summer!
That will be way too hot. Plus I’ll
look like a doofus.”
   Juniors Olivia Latham and
Micha Brumbaugh were also
quite appalled by this change.
   “What?!” Latham said. “Christ-
mas is supposed to be cold and
snowy. I don’t want to have
Christmas dinner with my family
in a tank top and shorts.A Christ-
mas barbeque just doesn’t have
the same heart-warming conno-
tation. Aaaaaand if Christmas is
in July we don’t get a break any-
more, so just no.”
      Brumbaugh had a similar ar-
gument. “That’s stupid they
can’t just change Christmas!”
she said. “Everything about
Christmas is cold. All the songs

are about snow and icicles and
snuggling because it’s cold out-
side.”
     History teacher Bill Harris was
quite upset with the change, too.
“I can’t wait that long,” he said.
“I need my presents now.”
     English teacher Malissa
Cornette felt similarly. “I vehe-
mently oppose moving Christ-
mas to July!” she said. “I mean,
if there’s Christmas in July that
seriousssssly cuts into my Sun-
light Pool time. We can’t have
that.”
   Counselor Carolann Coulter
was in disagreement as well. “It’s
tradition! Christmas is about re-
ligion and family and being in the
cold weather. We can’t just go
changing things all of a sudden.”
  Science teacher Pat Crowley
was also quite heated. “I am in-
furiated!” he said. “I’m an old
school guy, I like Christmas when
it is. Maybe I should write my
councilman. . .”
    Some people aren’t quite so
upset about this change, how-
ever.
    Senior Justin Adams stated, “I
celebrate Ramadan, so it jolly well
doesn’t matter to
me.”
   Junior John
Buckingham was
also quite cool with
the switch. “I
mean, it seems like
a nice change,” he
said. “I like Christ-
mas and I like July
so it seems like
Christmas in July is
a pretty good
match. Plus
Beyonce said it so
I mean. . . that’s
pretty much a
good enough rea-
son to be pumped
about it.”
  Sophomore Mat-

thew DeVoe was alright with the
switch as well due to the idea of
presents in the summer. “I’m not
really religious,” he said, “and
so I just love Christmas for the
presents. Getting presents in the
middle of summer seems pretty
cool with me. It doesn’t matter
when it is, I just like presents.”
      Ladies and Gentlemen, this is
not about religion. It is about a
much needed change and new
exciting traditions. Perhaps the
most admirable open acceptance
of this change was shown by En-
glish teacher Nicole Parker. “I
think this is a great idea!” she
said. “I won’t have to worry
about the weather messing up
my travel plans or anything. Just
two years ago we couldn’t have
Christmas due to an ice storm. If
it were summer, that’s all taken
care of. Man, that sounds like
it’d be great. We could have out-
door celebrations or even a
barbeque. Plus, no one would
overeat for fear of looking fat in
their summer clothes! I’m all for
this, let’s do it.”



Come Help Santa And The Elves Make Toys!

    There is chaos at
the North Pole in Candy
Cane Forest as Santa
and all his elves try to
make the toys for all
the good little girls and
boys.
   It seems this year
that all the boys and
girls have been very
good and have requested
a lot of toys. Santa does
not think that he and
the elves can finish all
these toy requests be-
fore Christmas Eve. He
is looking for some help
in the workshop to make
the toys just for this
holiday season.
   This is not a perma-
nent job. It is just for
the Christmas season.
Employees will be paid
with milk and cookies
and their help will be
greatly appreciated by

everyone, And how cool
would it be for anyone
to say he or she worked
with Santa and all his
elves?
   Mr.Claus gave us some
insight on why they need
help with employees in
Santa's workshop. “This
year it seems we have a
lot of boys and girls
who are good, almost all
of them; in fact, we have
never had this many
children on the nice list
so we have never had to
make this many pre-
sents. Also, it seems
that the nice children
are asking for more pre-
sents than usual. We are
just very overwhelmed
this year,” said Claus
    Applicants must meet
a few requirements, “To
be hired to work this
year at the North Pole

and help with the toys,
you must have experi-
ence in the toy
making process,
Also, you need to
love gum drops
and cookies be-
cause you will not
receive money af-
ter Christmas, you
will receive cook-
ies. The shorter you are
the better, because you
will be working in the
workshop with the elves
and our doorways are
pretty small to make the
elves feel more com-
fortable,” said Claus.
  If Santa does not get
enough people to send
applications to be work-
ers in the North Pole,
there will be a few con-
sequences.
   “If we do not get
enough people to help
work in the Candy Cane
Forest, some kids might
not get presents or
might not get every-
thing they asked for be-
cause I don’t think the
elves and myself will be
able to make all the
toys. If we don’t get
help, we might only be
able to pick one or two
presents for each kid.
If that happens, it will
cause more work be-
cause Mrs.Claus would

have to call all the par-
ents of the children in
the world and tell them
why their kids aren't
getting everything that
they asked for from
Santa. Then the
children’s parents will
have to go out last
minute and try to buy
some more presents for
their kids and hurry up
and wrap them,” said
Claus.
   Even though everyone
agrees that it would be
bad if the good boys and
girls didn’t get the toys
they wanted, some re-
indeer don’t think it
would be that bad if
there weren’t that many
toys this year.
   “One good thing about
this Christmas if we
don’t have a lot of pre-
sents is that they sleigh
won't be very heavy.
We reindeer right in
front of Santa’s sleigh
have the hardest job be-
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By: Raven Miller.



cause we have a lot to
of weight to pull. It
would be nice to have a
light sleigh for a
change,” said reindeer
Dasher
   Mrs.Claus feels very
strongly about
making sure
every one of
the good kids
gets all of the
toys that they
asked for.
“Isn’t that the
point of Santa
is that you
write a letter
and send it to
him and you get what
you asked for? Well,
what is everyone going
to think if they don’t get
what they want for
Christmas? They will
stop believing in Santa!”
she said.
   Some of the elves are
very worried about how
much overtime they are
going to work if they do
not get enough help for
the  Christmas season.
   Their job is to make
every toy that is asked,
for so they will have to
work as much as they
can to make sure that
children gets what they
asked for.
   “I am working 16
hours a day to try to
help get these toys made
and Mr.Claus said that
if we don’t pick up the
speed we are going to
have to work more hours
a day. I barely get to
see my wife and kids as
it is, and adding to that,

I wouldn’t see them at
all. We might even have
to work Christmas Eve.
This will be the first
year in history that we
have to work Christmas
Eve,”  said spokeself

George Gum-
drop.
   If you are
someone who
is looking to
join the toy
making team
in the North
Pole, there
are applica-
tions you can
fill out on

helpsanta.com. It is a
lengthy application, but
once you finish it, you
hit the send button, and
Santa will send an elf
down to your house.
   Then he will take you
to the North Pole and
Santa will ask a few
more questions and will
test you on how fast you
can learn to make toys.
There will be a demo
toy that you have to
make in under five min-
utes and if you succeed
then you will be ac-
cepted to the toy
m a k i n g
team.
   If
you are
accepted
into the

toy making team, you
and your family will be
moved to the North Pole
and you will stay in an
elf house until the
Christmas season is
over. You will live just
like everyone else that
lives in the North Pole.
You will work 12 hour
shifts, which is a little
less than what the elves
are working.
   It could be a really
fun experience to see
how the elves
live and
work. If
you do a
g o o d
enough job
then next
year, Santa
might call you
back to have
you help with the
toys.
   “Please, everyone,
make sure that you go
home and log onto your
computers and you fill
out an application to
work in the North Pole.
I need a lot of help this
season,” pleaded Santa.
     *December 26*
   As everyone can see,
Christmas did happen!

All the good girls and
boys got all of the

toys that they
had asked for

from Santa.
   There

w e r e
9 3 4
people

a c -
cepted
t o

help Santa and the elves
finished making all of
the toys. They did not
have to work on Christ-
mas Eve, and 400 people
were asked to come
back next year and
work.
   “Working in the
Candy Cane Forest was
pretty fun, It was a
good experience to meet
Santa and help all of
the elves and eat din-
ner in the Claus house-

hold on
Christ-
mas Eve
with all
of the
e l v e s

and
reindeer and
Mr. and
Mrs .Claus.

I did get asked if
I could come back
next year and help

in the forest again. I ac-
cepted because it was
the best time I have
ever had even though it
was a lot of work. My
family and I enjoyed it
very much and are very
pleased we got invited
to come back next
year.” said seasonal em-
ployee and New Rich-
mond, Ohio resident
Josh Nixon, one of many
who was selected to go
to the Candy Cane For-
est and help with the
toy making.



   The day of Christmas is to-
morrow. The one day many
children from around the
world look forward to all
throughout the year. I finally
went to sleep after being on
my computer for the longest
time. Being excited when I
first lay my head upon the pil-
low, I still couldn’t go to sleep.
After a while, I had no idea
what time it was before I
went to sleep but I knew it
was late.
   I woke up around eight
o’clock to find no presents
under my tree. Feeling con-
fused, I searched my house
and not one present was
found. I felt that it really
wasn’t Christmas. Perhaps I
simply just looked at the
wrong date on my calendar.
But to my odd surprise, it was
December 25!
   I called Alex to see if it
wasn’t just me missing gifts.
“Yeah, I’m missing mine too!”

he said.
   I was shocked. “Do you
think Tristin has his,” I asked
him.
   “If we don’t have ours, he
doesn’t have his either,” Alex
said.
   I decided to call Tristin as
well. “Hey dude, did you get
your Christmas gifts at all?”
Alex asked.
   “No, you guys?” “Nope,” I
replied.
   “I have an idea. Meet me
at our usual spot… quick,”
Tristin said.
   We decided to meet at our
public park, Jemmy’s Dog
Run Park, in New York City.
When I got there, Alex and
Tristin were already there.
   “So what’s your idea?”
   “I was thinking, I have al-
ways wanted to do this as
well. What if we… traveled
to the North Pole? We could
ask Santa what happened and
fix it for him.” Tristin said.

   Then he
mumbled,
“To ensure
we are on
the nice list
as well.”
   “What
was that?” I
asked.
   “Noth-
ing!” Tristin
said quickly and sharply.
   “This isn’t going to work.”
Alex started. “If we could
even get there we wouldn’t
even be able to find Santa’s
Workshop. It’s protected by
magic.”
   “Well, I like the idea.
Alright, let us prepare. Tomor-
row we will leave. I have a
friend that can fly us.” I said.
   “Fine ,but this won’t work!”
Alex yelled, while Tristin and
I ran to our houses.
   The next day, we met at the
airport with my friend Seeth.
Seeth was a helicopter pilot
and he used to fly tourists
around New York.
   “You expect us to fly all the
way to the North Pole with a
dinky helicopter?” Alex ex-
claimed.
   “Yes…,” Seeth waited.
   “Ok then…” Alex started
to walk towards the helicop-
ter, then Seeth yelled at him.
   “Shoes! Off! THIS IS MY
HELICOPTER” Seeth
shouted.
   “OK, Tristin, how do you
feel now that you can go to
the North Pole.” I asked.

   He didn’t answer; in fact,
he was already in the
helicopter’s passenger seat,
excited as a five year old on
Christmas morning.
   “That answers my ques-
tion,” I mumbled under my
breath.
   We all finally got into the
helicopter and Seeth took off.
   After a while, Seeth said we
were stopping somewhere in
Canada for fuel. I was the
only one awake. I was won-
dering what the news was like
since Christmas didn’t hap-
pen. I turned on my phone and
checked. Sure enough, it was
the top headline: Christmas
Came to a Stop? I don’t know
why, but Seeth came running
back at full speed to the heli-
copter.
   “Hey Seeth, why-” But he
cut me off and yelled at me
to get in the helicopter. I
dropped my phone unknow-
ingly and we took off. later
on I asked Seeth what hap-
pened.
   Seeth mumbled, “I landed
in a parking lot.”
   “What?”

Christmas came to a stop?
A very serious holiday story
By Hunter Gilpin



   A little louder, he said, “I
landed the heli in a parking
lot.”
   “What!?” I asked surprised
yet confused.
   “I LANDED IN A PARK-
ING LOT”
   “Why?” I asked.
   “Because I couldn’t see.
There was snow and stuff
everywhere,” Seeth replied.
   “Then why are you even
flying this helicopter?” I
asked.
   This time he didn’t answer.
Seeth just stared at me. I de-
cided to forget everything and
went to sleep.
   The next morning Seeth
woke everyone up. We were
at the North Pole. Tristin was
at the door of the workshop,
jumping up and down in ex-
citement. Alex and I were still
trying to wake up when the
workshop door opened up. We
thought Tristin opened it but
Santa emerged from the
workshop.
   “I told you ,Alex!” Tristin
yelled.
   “Unbelievable…” Alex
mumbled.
   I was siding with Alex on
this one. How did we even
make it to the North Pole in a
helicopter? Then a booming
voice echoed through the air.
   “Ho Ho Ho. What brings
you three to my Workshop?
How did you even get here in
the first place?” the strong
voice asked.
   “SANTA!” Tristin yelled in
excitement.
   “You didn’t answer my
question, young Tristin.”
Santa said.
   Tristin was in excitement
shock. I came over and an-
swered.

   “We wanted to know what
happened to Christmas. Ob-
viously you are well and not
missing or anything.”
   “Oh… well, Hunter, some-
one went back in time with
my main sleigh. It was the
one modified for the current
population of the world. With-
out that I cannot bring gifts to
the rest of the world. I only
got to Mexico and couldn’t get
to the West Northern Hemi-
sphere,” Santa explained.
Then he continued, “I need
help from you four. Seeth,
Hunter, Alex, Tristin, you four
possess the power to travel
back in time and save Christ-
mas. Yes, Tristin, you will be
on the nice list.”
   “Yeah!” Tristin exclaimed.
   Santa led us to the time
travel keeper, Mrs. Griffin,
and we asked her if we could
go back in time to catch the
thief. She said if we could
bring back the thief without
causing any tears in the space
time continuum, we would be
allowed to use the time travel
sleigh.
   We traveled to many differ-
ent time periods, not finding a
single trace of anyone from
our period.
   Finally we found them in the
Renaissance. There were two
people loading a trebuchet in
Santa’s sleigh.
   “Hey! You guys ruined
Christmas! What do you have
to say for yourselves!” Tristin
yelled.
   The mysterious figures
yelled back, “All we want is
this trebuchet. Santa will
never give this to me so I stole
his sleigh and went to get this.
Now go back to your sleigh
and go away.”

   “Uh, I’m sorry, whoever
you are, but we have Santa
with us,” I said. “He will ap-
pear here in a few moments
so I suggest stopping what
you’re doing and return the
sleigh.”
   They laughed at us and con-
tinued trying to load the cata-
pult. I kept wondering who
they were. Seeth decided to
take action. He jumped on the
sleigh and activated the un-
load feature on the back. The
catapult fell out and broke.
   “Are you serious? After all
that hard work, you ruined it.
Well, Ciera, go get another
one.” the first figure said,
speaking to the young girl be-
side her.
   “Yes ma’am,” Ciera said
sadly and with tiredness.
   I noticed a guard coming
around the corner.
   “Shhh… everyone hide.
There is a guard coming,” I
whispered.
   We all hid. I kept noticing
the guard wasn’t moving. He
was standing there looking
around. I concluded that he
heard the trebuchet break.
Then finally he walked away.
   A few things happened right
then. The two mysterious fig-
ures were tied up by Seeth.
Santa appeared and said

something. An elf sprinkled
some sort of dust on us. I
blacked out.
   The next morning, I woke
up on my bed. I went down-
stairs and found my presents.
I was thinking about yester-
day, or was it yesterday? I
was very confused so I went
to check my phone. I couldn’t
find it and then I remembered
I dropped it in Canada.
   “So it wasn’t a dream,” I
said to myself.
   I went to my presents and
found the tiniest one. I opened
it and it was my phone! I was
surprised. Then I noticed I
had a new text. I opened the
text and read.
   “Dear Hunter, I am so
grateful you helped me save
Christmas and got my sleigh
back. You should really be
grateful, too. You, Tristin, Alex,
and Seeth all got something
special in a gift. Hunter, yours
is not your phone. Check in
the back. From Santa. P.S.
This number is untraceable.
I’m sorry.”
   I was shocked but I had to
see the special gift. I opened
it and threw the paper away.
I smiled.
   I got a Portal 2 gun.
   Back to normal.



Threat to Christmas has many panicking
Governor of North Pole planning to cancel the holiday
By: Sadie LaRocque

   A threat of canceling
Christmas recently in the
North Pole has induced
panic. If you have heard the
rumors, you may be won-
dering who threatened to
cancel Christmas. It was
Governor Noel. Because of
the threat to Christmas,
Santa, the elves, Mrs.
Claus, and people every-
where are getting ready for
the holiday and are ready
to protest the cancellation.
   Noel decided that he
wants to cancel Christmas
even though it’s a tradition
for many families to cel-
ebrate. “I’m not a holiday
person and I don’t think we
need the holiday. The
Christmas music and pre-
sents are going away but
the family time is still there.
You have all year to
spend time with
family, including
the time that
would normally
be the holiday.
I know that
Christmas is
the celebra-
tion of Jesus’
birth, but it
doesn’t have to
include music and pre-
sents,” he said.
    The Christmas music
and gifts will be done away
with if the holiday is can-
celled but the family time is
still there.
   “Just because I am can-
celling the holiday doesn’t
mean it is a total loss. I real-
ize that citizens will be an-
gry about the cancellation
and the children are going
to wake up without gifts un-
der their trees. The point of
Christmas isn’t the gifts.
Spending time with family
and the celebration of

Jesus’ birth is what it’s all
about, so it’s not like it’s a
complete loss. Plus, the an-
noying Christmas music
that everyone gets tired of
within three days is going
to be gone with the holiday
and the gifts weren’t that im-
portant anyway,” said Noel.
   Santa isn’t happy with
Noel’s decision to cancel
Christmas, and not many
people will be.
   “I can’t even think about
Christmas being cancelled.
It will disappoint so many
people to hear Governor
Noel’s plan and for them to
not have presents under
their trees when they get up
on Christmas day,” Santa
said.
   Cancelling the holiday
may up- set people, how-

ever the panic
and complaints
hasn’t affected
the decision to

cancel. “I still
plan on can-
c e l l i n g
C h r i s t m a s
and I don’t
care how the
elves or Santa

feel about it. Chil-
dren may not wake

up with presents under
their trees, but that’s not the
point of Christmas so I don’t
care,” Noel said.
   Noel’s plan to cancel
Christmas wouldn’t interfere
the family time and celebra-
tions that happen at that
time very much, just the
more superficial stuff.
   “Doing away with the holi-
day would not do away with
the family time and celebra-
tion of Jesus that occur dur-
ing the season. The family
time is still there and people
can still celebrate Jesus.

Christmas isn't for the su-
perficial things like annoy-
ing songs and presents.
Have family time, but the
gifts aren’t necessary,” said
Noel.
   With all the
hard work
put into
Christmas
by the elves
already, the
possibility of
cancelling
the holiday
has resulted
in a lot of an-
gry elves.
   “I don’t believe that Gov-
ernor Noel actually wants to
cancel Christmas; I think he
is joking with us. I mean,
who in their right mind
would do that? If it actually
happens, I won’t be happy.
We elves have put a lot of
work into this Christmas
and none of us are very
happy about it.” said Holly
the elf.
   “I heard the elve’s reac-
tion to my decision and that
they think I am joking about
my plan but I’m not. I don’t
like Christmas and I’m not
going to change my mind
on it,” Noel said.
   The elves have been
busy working on toys since
the day after Christmas last
year and weren’t pleased
with the proposal of cancel-
ling it.
   “I’ve put so much time into
making toys and preparing
for Christmas along with the
other elves; we have been
hard at work on the toys for
children since last year and
are not happy with the fact
that they plan on cancelling
the whole holiday. We will
spread the news around
and are going to try to make

it so Noel can’t cancel the
holiday,” said Christopher
the elf.
   Santa is in with the elves
to hopefully get Noel to not

c a n c e l
C h r i s t -
mas.
   “My
elves and

I are not
going to let

Noel cancel
Christmas, it
just wouldn’t

fly with us.
Christmas is a tra-

dition and you can’t just
stop a tradition. We will
rebel and celebrate Christ-
mas and if Noel tries to stop
us, he will have to stop the
rest of the world, too. We
are willing to get him over-
thrown if it comes down to
that because we refuse to
let this happen,” Santa said.
“If the holiday is really can-
celled we’re starting a peti-
tion and getting as many
signatures as possible to
overthrow Noel and get
Christmas back.”
   Noel is stubborn and re-
fusing to change his mind
on the holiday being can-
celled, however; Santa and
the elves planning on going
against him has had no ef-
fect and it seems like noth-
ing will.
   “I know that Santa and the
elves want to try to get me
to change my mind about
cancelling Christmas but
they’re not going to. I may
be stubborn but it doesn’t
matter. Santa and the elves
should be happy with my
decision but instead are
whining about it. Christmas
is cancelled and that’s that.”
Noel said.



Go Lions!
The Moore

Family

Broken Wing Shirts and Things
PO Box 182

Pleasant Plain, OH 45126
513-487-0098

Custom T-shirts,
apparel, embroidery



Convenient locations in:  Amelia, Anderson,
Eastgate,Kenwood,  Milford,

West Chester, Western Hills, Williamsburg,  Wilder,
KY, Independence, KY,

Mary Tons, owner           513.518.0872

mary.tons@maakenwood.com

Classes for children, teens and adults

www.maududo.com

Dalton’s LandscapingDalton’s LandscapingDalton’s LandscapingDalton’s LandscapingDalton’s Landscaping
276-1874276-1874276-1874276-1874276-1874



www.buffalojoesnr.com
facebook.com/buffalojoesnr

50 cent wing nights--Weds. and Sunday

100 Front St.
513-843-4419

Now your muscles can multitask, too

Curves New Richmond
107 Market St.
553-0100
curvesnewrichmond.com

Curves Mariemont
7433 Wooster Pike
Cincinnati, OH 45227
MariemontCurves.com

Teachers, staff, students,
join now for $34



Go
Lions!

The Moore
Family

Go
Lions!

The Gardner
Family



1041B Old US 52
New Richmond,

OH  45157
513-553-4131

1852 St. Rte. 125,
Amelia, OH 45102

513-797-8019

Come in and enjoy our Home-style Cookin'
in a rustic atmosphere

www.campbellsbarn.com



Wm. Light Paving Co. has been serving the New Richmond Community
for over 50 years.  Still family owned and operated.  We are in our fourth
generation of pavers.  We offer a wide range of services for all your out-

door needs.  We offer free consultations or reviews.
Complete design and build services.

We specialize in the following areas:
Tar & Chip:  surface treatments to improve the life of your investment
Blacktop:  patching, paving, sealing and striping
Building roads/parking lots/driveways:  from the ground up.  Dig out and base in
Drainage repairs:  culvert replacement, catch basins and all storm sewer work
Demolition:  any pool filled in, house torn down, building removed or pond filled in
Concrete:  paving, catch basins, trench drains, dumpster pads, rolled curbs, sidewalks
Road Berming:  to give the road the lateral support that it needs
Dust control:  whether it be a road, a driveway or a parking lot
Erosion control:  Gabion baskets, poured walls, head walls, erosion blankets, etc.
Hardscapes:  retaining walls, sidewalks, patios, etc.

We can proudly say:  “Another job done
right by Wm. Light

Phone:  513-752-1100
Email:  info@wlpc.org
Fax:  513-752-1170

Address:  2049 State Route 125, Amelia, OH  45102



Lil’ Chet’s Chicken to Go!
NOW ready for you in New Richmond

 

River City Express
410 Sycamore Street
New Richmond, Ohio

513-553-3835

Proud To Be Local, American, Family Owned and Operated

Serving Lil’ Chet’s fresh fried chicken and buffalo wings from 11:00
am until late into the evening including fresh fried potato wedges and

array of other finger foods.  Snacks or meals alike, these items
double dipped in a proprietary mixture of breaking, batter dips adn
swing sauces topped off with premium dipping sauces are sure to
entice any fried chicken or wing conoisseur the Lil’Chet’s way.   In a
rush pickin’ up the kids, gettin’ to and from work, or all the activities

you have to do before the day is over, stop in or call ahead and place
your order and have it ready-to-go when you arrive.  It’s as simple as

that!

Lil’ Chet’s Chicken to Go!
Now serving hot fresh breakfast sandwiches along with biscuits &
gravy from 5:00 am until 10:30 am.  River City Express BP in New

Richmond is committed to offering and serving its customers supe-
rior value every day of the week.  Look for other unique tasting items

being offered in the coming months. See you there!





Piano and Guitar lessons
In-home and on Skype

$27 per lesson
Please contact
Mike Bachelier

513-233-2200 (home)
513-258-6987 (cell)
References available

Bruce O’Dell
485 Ohio Pike,
Cincinnati, OH

45255
513-528-5406

Sandwiches, Chili, Ice Cream
Smoked pork ribs and wings every weekend

Call 876-4444 for carry out
Corner of US 52 and St. Rt. 222

497 Vinegarten Drive
513-200-5637

Craig Simpson Painting



4126 Half Acre Rd,
Batavia, OH  45103

513-257-3871
Lunch, dinner,

parties, catering

32-Q
How do you want your butt?



New Richmond Subway
1041 Old US 52

553-0011
Monday-Saturday:

9a.m.-10p.m.
Sunday:  9a.m.-9p.m.

Present this ad for $1 off a foot long
sub or $.50 off a 6” sub

 3428 Hauck Road Suite K
 Cincinnati, OH 45241

(513)761-EDGE (3343)

DC Cleaning
1936 Lindale-

Nicholsville Rd,
Amelia, OH 45102

513-716-2901
513-716-8304

Reasonable Rates, Fully Insured


