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   The week coming back from
break is always a struggle for stu-
dents. They trudge back to
school after an exciting two
weeks off and all the sudden
have to get back to the daily
grind of school. However, Stu-
dent Council sought to make the
transition back this year a little
more bearable with a winter
dance.
   Scheduled for January 11th,
the end of our first full week
back, Student Council hosted
“Morp” or Prom backwards. In
the same way, this dance is
planned to be the exact opposite
of Prom.
   “Unlike Prom, no one has to
get dressed up, paying a lot for a
nice dress and to get their hair
and nails done,” began Student
Council vice president Maddie

Wallace. “Instead, everyone is
wasv going to dress up infor-
mally in neon and bright white
clothes.”
   And there is a reason for this
color scheme the students were
asked to dress in, as head of the
decorations committee Alex
White explains.
   “We were planning to have
black lights,” White said. “That
way, when students arrived in
their neon and white clothes they
glowed and it looked really cool.
Along with this, we planned to
have a fog machine and laser
lights. It was sweet and no one
should have missed it. The deco-
rations were all important be-
cause the location wass not very
glamorous, so decorating the
dance was key to getting people
to go.”

     Along with the decorations,
Student Council  tred something
new with the music this year.
   “Instead of hiring a DJ who
would just make everyone mad
by playing bad music, we  had  a
student made playlist overseen
by a teacher DJ. That way, no
one could get mad at an old guy
who had no idea what we actu-
ally wanted to listen to,” re-
sponded Emily Erdman, head of
the music committee.
   However, this idea did not
come to form easily.
   “With a student made playlist,
the administration, of course,
had some concerns. DJs have the
ability to get entire ‘clean’
playlists, but if you ask  students
what version of a song they have
on their Ipods, it will probably
be the ‘explicit’ version. So when
we made our dance playlist, we
had to listen to all two and a half
hours worth of songs to make
sure they were all acceptable to
be played at a school function,”
said Erdman.
   Even with all this set up, Stu-
dent Council faced one last
hurdle to having this dance:  en-
suring a good student atten-
dance.
   “If we weren’t able to sell
enough tickets, we wouldn’t be
able to have the dance, which
would be a shame since the
whole point of it was to give the
students the opportunity to just
relax and have fun,” stated
Wallace. “But that’s where the
advertising committee came in.”
   “Our role was to ensure every-
one hears about MORP and gets
excited about it,” said head of the
advertising committee Ashleigh
Beard. “We made all kinds of
posters, talked about it over the
announcements, and  passed out
fliers. All to make sure people
were interested in coming.   I
think MORP was a  good break
for the students and gave them a

chance to relax.”
   This dance almost didn’t hap-
pen though, as Wallace ex-
plained, there was a major issue
finding a location for this all to
even take place.
   “Our original plan was to have
the dance in the elementary’s
gym, but that fell through when
we found out there were elemen-
tary basketball games going on
all night on the 11th. So then we
tried to have it in the auxiliary
gym, but that didn’t pan out ei-
ther. We then moved on to the
middle school, but the adminis-
tration didn’t want students
walking down the hill if it were
going to be icy. But as the recent
warm weather persisted, the ad-
ministration eased up and agreed
to let it go on. I’m really glad it
all worked out because we all re-
ally wanted this to go well. Not
only will it be a nice little
breather for the students coming
back from break, but it will also
be an example for the Student
Councils in the future who want
to throw winter dances.”

By: Luke Gilday

Winter dance takes place at NRHS
Morp was a success

   Update: After selling over 170
tickets, MORP was considered
a big success. There was a good
turnout at the student section
during the boys’ basketball as the
spirited onlookers came in their
neon attire. At the buzzer, the
eager students were ready to
dance and marched down to the
gym where everything went
great. Overall, this winter dance
worked just about as well as Stu-
dent Council had hoped, and
may prove to be a precedent for
winter dances in the future years.



From sophisticated students to terrific teachers
Study of NRHS  English department reveals early years
By Chelsey Fawley

     Growing up in a small town
makes it pretty easy to know ev-
eryone. Here, our school is no-
torious for producing its own
teachers. Graduates have come
back to rejoin their beloved
halls, and we attract other small
town graduates. The English de-
partment especially consists of
people from around here, and the
ladies who rule the department
also seem to be similar in their
demeanor. This discovery led to
investigation; what were these
teachers like back when they
were in the students’ shoes?
     Through an investigation of
English teachers, it may be pos-
sible to predict who from our
generation will be prowling these
halls. Upperclass English teacher
Nicole Parker was the first per-
sonality profile conducted, and
she formed the basis for com-
parison of the others.
      Parker said she took tons of
English electives when she was
a student here at NRHS. She
knew right away she wanted to
teach English, as well. “My mom
was an English teacher,” Parker
said, “and I was influenced by
other teachers here as well. Mrs.
Dunn and Mrs. Misheff (Josie
Buckingham’s grandmother)
taught me freshman year. She
was a tough one, and she pushed
me to reach my potential.”

Parker wanted to return to her
own halls to continue the legacy
of a good English staff.
     As well as a natural love for
English and classic literature,
Parker enjoyed her high school
experience as a whole. She was
a charismatic student and a mem-
ber of Student Council. Parker
also said, “I’m a one and only”
referring to her victory in becom-
ing Student Council president
her sophomore year.  During her
college experience, she went on
pursuing her dreams, with only
the slight consideration of going
to law school. The long haul paid
off, though, and she’s doing what
she loves in the classroom and
continuing her immense school
spirit.
     Shelby Pride is a small town
gal as well, and she went to
Bethel Tate schools and also
knew immediately she wanted to
teach. Though she was a bit torn
between social studies and En-
glish, her love for literature even-
tually had her landing on English
as her decision. Pride recalled
one of her teachers as an influ-
ence as well. “Mrs. Daria was
one of my English teachers. She
influenced me with her reading
to the class. I enjoyed how in-
volved she got, she even did
voices.”
     Another influence for Pride

was that she had an overall nice
experience in high school. She
participated in soccer and bas-
ketball as well as track and re-
garded the experience as enjoy-
able. So enjoyable, she found it
suited her to come back.
    Sue Griffin also found it suited
her to come back to the halls of
a high school. As a graduate of
Forest Park High School, she
aspired to be a lawyer or a
Broadway star, but through Jobs
for Cincinnati Graduates she dis-
covered her calling: teaching.
      Since it had been a bit since
her graduation, specific teachers
didn’t influence a topic choice,
but luckily enough Griffin had
always been a fan of English and
knew it was for her. In school,
she was the student reading clas-
sic works by D. H. Lawrence and
Steinbeck, and naturally, that
gave her a proclivity for the
topic. Now,  when she’s not
teaching sophomores in our hal-
lowed halls, she enjoys modern
novels such as The Lovely
Bones.
      Michelle Senter knew from
the beginning that she belonged
back in school as well, spread-
ing knowledge to those around
her.
   During her high school expe-
rience at Williamsburg she was
a cheerleader and a member of
pep squad, and loved the envi-
ronment. Besides the social
scene, Senter had another love.
“I got hooked on Poe and it
started my English love. I even

had a Poe sweatshirt that I wore.”
    When deciding where to
teach, she knew she wanted an
environment similar to the one
she was in, and decided upon
high school teaching rather than
elementary. Her decision was
likely influenced by her fond
memories of her eleventh grade
English teacher, Mr. Strilka, who
she recalled as tough but great.
“He would cuss in Russian and
throw things, and it made learn-
ing English even better.”
    Malissa Cornette came
through these halls as well, and
declared herself as a bit of a “so-
cial butterfly”. She participated
in swimming, Troubs, track, and
band as well as keeping up on
her English with Mrs. Misheff.
She knew right away she wanted
to teach as well. In college, she
decided to try out a math major
and immediately realized she
had to go back. “I’m not a sitter
and math is NOT my cup of tea,”
she said, “I ran back to teaching
right away.”
      It seems that conclusively,
with the knowledge of these
teachers in their days in our
shoes, one could pick out their
classmates who will likely come
back and spread their English
knowledge. If you find someone
who enjoys classics, shines on
the social scene, and (probably )
knows they want to teach; well
you may see them back in school.
Make your guesses now, and
check later. Your classmates may
very well be teaching your kids.
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   When football season comes
around, you can always expect
some crazy bets on games to pop
up. Most bets are for money,
some just for fun, but the best
bets are the ones that cause
people to do embarrassing
things. Junior Chandler Cochran
was a part of one of these bets.
Anyone who knows Chandler
knows about his precious, luxu-
rious, head of hair, aka his
golden (brown) locks of curly
greatness. He bet a family friend
that if Notre Dame won, he
would shave his head, risking the
loss of his curly locks of great-
ness. And if his opponent, Ryan
Adkins, who is the teen advisor
at the Boys and Girls Club lost
he would have to shave his
beard. Luckily, Chandler won
the bet quite easily, yet his hair
still came off, but why?
   Chandler is a member of the
Boys and Girls Club of Clermont
County, and his mother, Jill
Cochran, is the COO of all the
Boys and Girls Clubs in the
county.
   “When I originally proposed
the bet to Ryan, we were going
to turn it into a fund raiser, but
instead we went ahead and bet
on the BCS National Champion-

Simple bet earns Boys and Girls Club $500
Bet on BCS Championship game turns into fundraiser for Atlanta trip

By: Caleb Branson

ship game,” said Chandler.
   “I thought it was pretty funny
when Chandler proposed the bet
to me, but I also got very ner-
vous about it too,” said Adkins
when asked about what he
thought of the bet.
   After Notre Dame suffered a
devastating defeat, it took just
one donation of $25 to spark the
idea that Chandler would go
ahead and shave his head. After
one day donations reached al-
most $500 to benefit a trip that
the Keystone Club, an organiza-
tion inside the Boys and Girls
Club that teaches leadership and
character to the teens involved
in the program. The donations
received from Chandler shaving
his head have fully funded the
trip to the National Leadership
Conference in Atlanta, Georgia.
   “It felt good that I was able to
help in reaching our goal to get
to the conference, it will be a
great experience,” said Chandler
after being asked about how he
felt after the haircut.
   Adkins was also very surprised
about how much money was
raised. “I never expected that
much money to be raised. We
came up with the idea around 12
o’clock that day and I didn’t

think it was possible to
raise that much money in
one day.” He also went
on to say, “I was very ex-
cited when I saw how
much money was raised
and so was everyone
else! We can all go to
Atlanta now for our Na-
tional Keystone Confer-
ence.”
   The shaving was set to
go after school on the
Tuesday after the game.
Chandler spent the whole
day in relief knowing his
curly locks of greatness
were safe for another
day. Yet when he arrived

at the Boys and Girls Club after
school, he was surprised to find
out that an interview was already
set up with Channel 12 News and
that they were on their way.
   Adkins was very proud of
Chandler for doing this. “I am
very proud of Chandler; he could
have been a snot about it, but he
didn’t. He made me proud and
took one for the team.”
   Chandler was quite nervous
about being on the news, “I didn't
realize that I was going to be in-
terviewed as much as I was, and
I kind of stumbled when explain-
ing the bet.” He also went on to
say, “After realizing I would

have to shave my head anyway,
on the news, I almost backed out
until I figured out how much
money was already raised and
that we were going to achieve
our goal of reaching the confer-
ence.”
   In the end, a little bit over $500
was made to benefit the Boys
and Girls Club, which helped
them fund their trip to Atlanta in
March to the National Keystone
Conference. No one ever would
have thought that just a little bet
would have turned into a
fundraiser that raised $500 in
one day. Looks like some bets
do have positive outcomes.

Hair today, gone tomorrow:  Chandler, pre haircut, poses with Ryan
Adkins, Boys and Girls Club teen director.  Photo/Boys and Girls
Club.

The new do:  Chandler shows off his
closely cropped hair.  Photo/C. Branson.
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    Every high school has that one
college team that everyone is
crazy about, and here at New
Richmond High School, that col-
lege team is the University of
Kentucky Wildcats. New Rich-
mond is definitely crazy about
the ‘Big Blue’ and the head of
all this craziness are Industrial
Arts teacher Jim Robinson and
math teacher Callebs. They, and
they alone, have created a UK
rebellion at NRHS, but a big ri-
valry may be in the very near
future, who is the bigger UK fan?
Callebs or Robinson?
   Both Robinson and Callebs
claim to be the biggest UK fan
in the school, which is starting
quite an amusing argument.
Callebs claims to be born a UK
fan, but Robinson claims that
Callebs didn’t even know what
the University of Kentucky was
until he got there.

NRHS: Crazy about Big Blue
Robinson and Callebs lead UK rebellion at NRHS
By: Caleb Branson

   “When I was born, my blood
was blue,” said Callebs.
Robinson completely disagrees
with this statement, saying, “He
didn’t even think about becom-
ing a fan until I got here!” He
also went on to say, “Callebs
wouldn’t even go to the games
if I didn’t take him! I have the
tickets!”
   Though they argue about who
is the bigger fan, they do agree
that there is no one better than
the big blue. They both believe
that UK is the best team in the
country, without a doubt.
   “Firm believer that if you are
looking for the best team in the
country to root for, UK is your
choice,” said Robinson after be-
ing asked why he was a UK fan.
   Callebs agreed saying, “I was
born a UK fan; they’re the best
team in the nation.”
   They also have an answer to

a l l
t h e
mad-
n e s s
about
t h e
U K
crazi-
n e s s
a t
NRHS.
“Why
i s
N e w
Rich-
mond
s o
crazy
about
UK? Well because they ‘Strive
for Excellence.’” Robinson also
agreed saying, “The reason is be-
cause New Richmond recog-
nizes perfection when they see
it!”
  In the end, Callebs did agree
that Mr. Robinson was the big-
ger UK fan, but they both love
the Cats and bleed blue.
   “I agree. Mr. Robinson is the
biggest UK fan in school. He is
unbelievable. Now I am big, too,
but he is big-time. We both love
the Cats to the point it affects our
daily lives. JR, however, was not
born in KY with a blue UK ball
in his crib like I was. He didn't
sit in a car with his Dad as a boy

on top of a mountain listening to
our beloved Cats. He doesn't cry
like a baby when they lose and
threaten to jump off a bridge.”
He also went on to say, “But Mr.
Robinson is true blue and I am
proud of him for that. He also
eats more food there when we go
to games. But there is no con-
flict here. We both love the Cats
and bleed Blue!”
   Callebs also later went on to
claim that Robinson has a per-
manent mark somewhere on his
body that is yet to be disclosed.
Is this true? We do not know, but
this information will most defi-
nitely be released in the very near
future!

They all bleed blue:  NRHS teachers Jim Robinson and John
Callebs surround UK’s basketball coach John Calipari at a
Bengals game.  Photo/J. Robinson.
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  Cure your cravings with Cutie
Pie Creations. From delicious
cakes, to cupcakes, to cookies,
NRHS graduate Heidi Morris’
creations make any event worth-
while. Birthdays, graduations,
congratulations, baby showers,
anniversaries, and one of a kind
gifts, Morris can custom design
treats for any occasion. “Every
order is unique; designed per-
fectly to match your event!”
   Morris said, “I have many
wonderful memories of being a
student at NRHS; this year is the
tenth year since I graduated!”
Morris is now a licensed teacher
and has spent quite a bit of time
in the New Richmond school dis-
trict as a substitute teacher. “I
had some great teachers in
school that made my experience
as a student successful. This in-
spired me in becoming an edu-
cator. My connections to the
school and the town make me
proud to still live in New Rich-
mond,” said Morris.
   Morris believes the best way
to top off a party is to have treats
that match the party theme. “The
main task is to design cakes that
are customized to the needs of
the customer. I also offer cup-
cakes and cookies that can be
customized as well,” said Mor-
ris.
   Morris offers a wide variety of
cakes, such as chocolate cake,
vanilla butter cake, colored va-
nilla, and even oatmeal cakes,
along with different choices of
frosting, vanilla buttercream,
chocolate, maple buttercream,
vanilla pure white, and peanut
butter frosting.
      When it comes to cookies,
nobody has as many as Cutie Pie
Creations does, from all your fa-
vorites including chocolate chip
cookies, oatmeal raisin cookies,
sugar cookies, peanut butter
cookies, and many more.
  Any treat you can think of,

Heidi has it! Not interested in
cake or cookies, Cutie Pie Cre-
ations offer brownies, blondies
(with walnuts and buttercream
frosting), dipped pretzel rods
(chocolate or vanilla), popcorn
balls (colored to match your
party), and buckeyes!
   All of these delicious and cre-
ative treats all for a reasonable
price too! Tasty, never crunchy
cookies range from $8.00 to
$10.00 for a dozen. Starting at
only $5.00 more, you can get
your sugar cookies decorated!
Decorations include: personally
chosen shapes, colors, images on
the cookies, or you can even add
extras and/or flowers.
   If cookies don’t fill your ap-
petite then you can try Heidi’s
cakes and cupcakes for $8.00 to
$30.00. Starting with an eight
inch round cake for $25.00 and
a ten inch square cake for
$30.00. For custom cakes, prices
may vary. She offers one dozen
cupcakes for $24.00, (large or-
ders are discounted.) For mini
cupcakes, it is only $8.00 a
dozen. All cakes and cupcakes
are designed for you! You can
customize your cakes and cup-
cakes with different colors, per-
sonalized images, extras, and/or
flowers.
    If Cutie Pie Creations’s cook-
ies, cupcakes, and cakes don’t
satisfy you or you just want more
goodies to gorge yourself on,
Morris offers a few more choices
of treats with great prices, such
as a dozen two inch brownie
squares for $12.00, a dozen two
inch blondies (with walnuts and
maple buttercream frosting) for
$15.00. Some other great good-
ies are a dozen dipped pretzel
rods (chocolate or vanilla) for
only $12.00,  a dozen popcorn
balls, colored to match your
party, for as little as $13.00, and
to top it all off, traditional buck-
eyes for $8.00 a dozen!

   Busi-
ness is
a little
b i t
s l o w
f o r
C u t i e
P i e
C r e -
a t i o n s
r i g h t
n o w ,
mainly
because
t h e
b u s i -
ness is
j u s t
starting
out. “I
haven't advertised much and I am
busy with many other responsi-
bilities,” explained Morris.
“Each order I receive is exciting
and I put 200% care and effort
into making it an amazing cre-
ation!”
   Morris plans to build a large
enough customer base that she
gets repetitive orders and word-
of-mouth advertising. “I enjoy
serving my community and will
hopefully have a large portion of
my orders served to the people
of New Richmond,” said Mor-
ris. She said she plans to con-
tinue working with her dad be-
cause her role in the company is
important, but also wants to
supplement that income with
work she can do at home while
she’s  with her children.

   The reason Morris keeps
working at Cutie Pie Creations
because she wants to be self em-
ployed, which allows  her to be
able to homeschool her children.
   “I believe the success of Cutie
Pie Creations will make that pos-
sible. I also love baking, so this
gives me the opportunity to de-
sign and create goodies without
feeling obligated to eat them,”
said Morris”
   This motivation inspires Mor-
ris to get up every morning and
run through hre typical daily rou-
tine. “My typical day consists of
playing with my kids and getting
to work. I have been working
with my dad for a long time. He
runs an electrical contracting
business,” said Morris. She said
she is able to change her sched-

Cutie Pie Creations features delicious treats
NRHS graduate launches new bakery business

By Ashley Gray and Joe Maxwell

One of Morris’s custom designed cakes: A double layer 8”
round choclate cake made for a safari themed party!
Photo// http://cpcbyheidi.com/cakes



ule around to fit everything else
she does. “My dad appreciates
my goal of self employment be-
cause it is exactly what he did
years ago. Let's say I've learned
from the best,” said Morris.
   Morris finds many benefits in
doing what she does. “One perk
of being a single mom is that my
kids get a lot of my attention,”
said Morris.
   As you can see, Morris’ fam-
ily plays a very important role
in her life. Her parents moved to
New Richmond before she was
born. “I have lived in the same
home my whole life! IGA's
motto ‘hometown proud’ rings
true for me,” said Morris.
   After Morris finished high
school, her parents became fos-
ter parents and started caring for
children who needed a tempo-
rary home. Morris studied at UC
Clermont and NKU and earned
her bachelor’s degree. In 2008,
the same summer Morris gradu-
ated from college, her parents
picked up a new foster child.
“This little guy was brand new
and we picked him up at the hos-
pital,” said Morris.
   That next summer Morris
picked up his little sister brand
new from the hospital. The
children’s biological mother
continued to make bad decisions
and was unable to properly care
for them. They remained in Mor-
ris’ home and county case work-
ers prepared to find a family that
wanted to adopt them. “I decided
that I was meant to be their for-
ever mother and did what I
needed to do to be considered as
their adoptive mother- a pretty
lengthy process,” said Morris.
Long story short, Morris was
chosen and the adoption was fi-
nalized in November of 2011.
   With family having an impor-
tant role in Morris’ life, her chil-
dren take up the job of being the
taste testers for Cutie Pie Cre-
ations. “My children, now 3 and
4, are my official taste testers!
They help me make decisions
and are developing a good sense
of design themselves,” said Mor-
ris. Morris’s motivation to keep

making cakes is the excitement
her children have whenever she
shows them the latest cakes in
the fridge!
   Morris wants the best for her
children; that is why she thinks
homeschooling is the best. “The
reason I homeschool my children
is because my sister has been
homeschooling her children for
several years now with great suc-
cess. She initially introduced me
to the idea and I have become
very passionate about it.”
   Morris loves her children and
wants to always have them with
her; that is another reason she has
chosen
t o
home-
school.
Morris
said, “I
want to
be in
charge
of what
t h e y
l e a r n
and be
able to
modify
t h e i r
work to
accom-
modate
t h e i r
needs.
Home-
school-
i n g
d e f i -
n i t e l y
n e e d s
to be
some-
t h i n g
you be-
l i e v e
in, it
isn't for
every-
one!”
   Mor-
ris has
an ac-
t i v e
role in
h e r
children’s

lives. Many factors led to her de-
ciding to adopt her children.
   “In the beginning I simply
knew that I wanted to be David
and Abby's mother,” said Mor-
ris.  She sought advice from
many people and prayed about
the decision. “I wanted to be ab-
solutely sure that I as making the
right decision for the children,
not just for me,” said Morris.
   Morris’s  prayers were an-
swered when the county case
workers chose her to be the
adoptive parent. “Since then,
everything has fallen into place
perfectly and our life is proof that

I made the right decision,” said
Morris.
      From caring mother to mas-
ter pastry chef, Morris has it all!
Delicious treats for low prices to
spectacular catering events,  as
you can see, Morris is a master-
mind with Cutie Pie Creations.
You would be crazy not to at
least try some of Morris’s treats,
but she will surely have you com-
ing back for more!
   Contact Heidi through her
website http://cpcbyheidi.com/
cakes.



   Hurry, hurry, hurry!!! Get this.
get that.   I want this. I want that.
Now that the holidays have come
to an end, do you ever feel like
everything is just too much?
Watching people go in circles
about what gift to buy someone,
or what kind of things they have
to do to prepare for family com-
ing into town, etc, is overly en-
tertaining, not to mention ex-
hausting.
  The holidays were intended to
be the time of year for families
to gather and have a great time,
catching up on the the last couple
of months, finding out what’s
going on in everyone’s crazy and
busy lives.
   I remember getting so excited
when I was little to see all my
cousins after a while, and being
around everyone in my family,
having “Santa” come in and hand

us all gifts, to eat all the amaz-
ing holiday food, and just being
in such a great mood because
there was snow on the ground.
   Nowadays the holidays are
looked at as a burden, but why?
I feel like with all the advances
in technology and the presump-
tion for the holidays that I have
to be better everyone else, along
with the idea that I have to buy
better things, gets in the way of
what family and the holidays are
suppose to bring together.
  People worry way too much
about the dish they made, the
clothes they are wearing, the gifts
they bought someone, and all the
unnecessary things that get in the
way of figuring out the real rea-
son everyone comes together on
those special days.
   Too many times you see people
taking things for granted, like

Over 300 days to get prepared
Become less stressed for the holidays

remembering the holidays don't
have to be as hectic and rushed
as they are spent. Be happy to
be around the family you see a
couple times a year. Look at the
good the holidays bring and not
at the negative.
   With all the new “hot items”
we have our heads wrapped
around, use the energy and ef-
fort you have for those in the  re-
lationships with your families.
The holidays are the best times
to catch up on old times as well
as make new memories too.
  In reality, you can’t take mate-
rial things with you when you
depart from this world we are so
blessed to be on. The relation-
ships created and made are the
memories you carry on with you
throughout your whole life and
afterwards. All of those annoy-
ing conversations you have ev-

ery year with your Uncle Bob,
or your Aunt Sally, or even the
little things family does together,
in the end you don’t want to look
back and regret the time you
could have spent with them en-
joying the moment.
  Take full control of yourself
and your family and look at the
holidays as something you will
always remember, not as just an-
other burden you have to put up
with.
  With over 300 days to recover
from the holiday season from
2012, prepare to face the holi-
day season of 2013. Give your-
self time to regroup, and get
ready for the upcoming holidays.

Gray Chatter

By: Christin Gray

  “You’re majoring in English?
If you want a job, you should
probably major in math, science,
or business.”
   Statements like this drive me
crazy. I’m getting awfully tired
of people going into majors just
because they sound cool, they’re
high powered, or because you
“won’t get a job” in your
prefered major.
   If you were to ask anyone in
the top 25% of my grade last year
what they were going into in col-
lege, a good majority of them
would say that they were going
pre-med or physical therapy next
year. Now if you fast forward to
today, a good portion of them
have suddenly decided they
don’t want to go into the medi-
cal field for various reasons. It
seems there are some things they
didn’t really take into consider-
ation when choosing a major.

By Luke
Gilday

Yellow JournalismIs it really what you want to do?
Be sure to avoid overrated majors

   Before you decide what your
degree is going to be in, ask your-
self a few questions. How long
are you willing to stay in school?
How much are you willing to pay
to be in school that long? Is it
something you enjoy doing? Is
it something you’re good at? Is
it something you can imagine
yourself doing for the rest of
your life? These questions are
especially important if you’re
going into something like pre-
med, which takes a very long
time and med school is anything
but cheap. As cool as it would
be to say you’re a doctor and
you’d get a nice paycheck, the
fact is, it isn’t for everyone.
   Now I’m not saying everyone
I know is too dumb to be a doc-
tor. I’m just saying that not ev-
eryone I know is going to end up
being doctors. There are plenty
people in my grade capable of

being doctors, but few will actu-
ally go through with it. Luckily,
most of the “pre-med” students
I know have changed their ma-
jors now while they are still ap-
plying to school. If they
would’ve waited until college, it
could result in wasted classes,
and worst of all, wasted money.
   There are hundreds, if not
thousands of majors out there;
not everyone has to go into three
of them. While it’s nice to go into
something that has a low unem-
ployment rate, what’s the point
if you hate it?
   Go into what you enjoy doing.
Get a degree in something you
wouldn’t mind spending time in
school learning about. Chances
are that you’re going to be spend-
ing the rest of your life in this
field, so you better make sure
you wouldn’t mind spending that
long doing it.

   Really, this column is geared
to the underclassmen who still
have time. When someone asks
you what you want to be when
you grow up, don’t just yell out
the first high powered, well pay-
ing  job you can think of. Instead,
think about your interests and
talents. Think about what will
make you happy, don’t just tell
whoever is asking something that
will impress them.



   What’s keeping you up late
hours in the night? Catching up
on homework that needs to be
done before tomorrow? What’s
keeping you from your work?
Certainly the media is a major
distraction, but what else is it that
is keeping you from staying on
top of all your work? Sports,
that’s it!
   Being involved in a high
school sport can be very time
consuming. On top of that, deal-
ing with studying, tests, projects,
and exams can tend to be a bit of
an overload for student athletes.
Practices for high school sports
are usually every day of the week
along with games and occasional
weekend practices. The stress of
keeping good grades and finish-
ing work by teachers’ deadlines
can be very stressful when work-
ing around a busy, busy sched-
ule.

    There are constant expecta-
tions on the field or court as well
as in the classroom. Student ath-
letes are required to keep their
grades at least average in order
to be eligible to play, along with
to studying, passing tests and
doing homework on time.
   For student athletes, procras-
tination tends to be their best
friend. After getting home late
after a game or practice, athletes
are too exhausted to jump on
their homework so they just head
on to bed.
   As you know, not completing
homework has consequences.
Not feeling like doing  home-
work at night, some people are
able to throw together their
homework in ten minutes in the
morning, but students have ev-
eryday tasks, like brushing their
teeth and combing their hair in
the morning before arriving at

school and their homework is
lucky to even be looked at.
   With the added stress of get-
ting work completed, time is not
to their advantage, and it can ea
be too much on student athletes.
But managing time wisely, and
prioritizing the workload can
make it easier.
     Some steps athletics should
take would be to first not let ev-
ery little thing stress them out.
Relax and take a breather for a
minute. I would then look at due
dates as well as how time con-
suming each assignment is. Pri-
oritize by getting the most time
consuming ones done first and
see how much time is left before
it gets really late.
     If it’s not too late, grab some-
thing to keep you awake and get
right back at it. With a signifi-
cant workload, odds are athlet-
ics won’t have time for procras-

tination. Their minds will be fo-
cused on the tasks at hand, and
although their minds will be fo-
cused on a million things at once,
nothing is impossible.Take time
to rest after the work is all done;
just keep at it and be patient.
   Time consuming homework
adds to the high expectations are
very high expectations for stu-
dent athletes.  The consequences
for student athletes can be  bru-
tal. Letting  grades slip for one
moment in time can make an ath-
lete ineligible to play until the
grades go back up. As you can
see, it is very stressful to be a
student athlete, although the right
mindset and organizational skills
can make it a  lot easier.

 You have a term paper due to-
morrow, it is eight o'clock on
Sunday night. Haven’t even
started yet, should you bother?
No, not yet, as long as you are
trained in the art of procrastina-
tion, trained by video games,
friends talking to you, and espe-
cially dirty rooms that all of a
sudden just have to be cleaned.
Flash forward; it is now three
a.m., it’s now time to start. If you
are an experienced procrastina-
tor, you should be able to finish,
get a couple hours of sleep, and
still get an acceptable grade.
    Procrastination is used every
day; any time you choose to do
a task just as an excuse to get out
of the work you really need to
do is procrastination at its fin-
est. In the eyes of a true procras-
tinator, there is always some-
thing to do besides what you re-
ally should do. If you find your-
self doing this multiple times and
putting yourself in very serious,

sticky situations constantly, you
should surely be named an ex-
pert procrastinator.
   Although procrastination is not
encouraged, it does have its
perks. Instead of working all
week on a stupid project, how
about playing video games,
texting friends, or performing
every teenager’s favorite form of
procrastination, sleeping. It is
obvious that these things are al-
ways going to be better than
working. When it comes down
to it, you will not be able to avoid
your work forever. When you
have decided to begin your work,
you know it is now the last
minute; sometimes that isn’t
even an exaggeration, it really is
sixty seconds before the assign-
ment is due. When it comes
down to it, you actually can fo-
cus directly on the assignment
without being sidetracked be-
cause you know it is now or
never at that point. I think that if

you are able to focus on the as-
signment without being dis-
tracted then you will get a better
grade than if you try to work on
the assignment during the day
and get sidetracked, even if you
are attempting to focus on it at
as late as three o’clock in the
morning.
   As great as procrastination
sounds at this point, it does come
with major consequences. If you
wait to work on your assignment,
it can end up being very late at
night and this leaves you with
only a couple of hours of sleep.
Lack of sleep will also affect
grades as you will find out
quickly that it is very hard to pay
attention in class because you are
dozing off most of the time.
   On top of this, if you are a dedi-
cated, moderately hard-working
student, then procrastinating can
end up being extremely stress-
ful. When your plan doesn’t
work out and late at night your

printer isn't working, you find
out you left your work at school,
or any other major setback can
really stress you out. Searching
frantically for a solution to this
major problem, you become
more and more stressed and pos-
sibly end up giving up, which
will majorly affect your grades.
   As you can see, procrastination
can seem to be a great idea, and
at times it is, but the majority of
the time, you will find it not to
be the greatest idea in the world.
Procrastinating will feel good
until you actually have to work.
When you start really working,
you will face fatigue and stress
resulting, usually, in a bad grade
and you being in a horrible mood
the next day. As great as procras-
tination is, it is not a good habit
to have.

Gray Goose

By Ashley Gray

JOE
COOL

By Joe Maxwell

Student athletes face stress
Time management key to success

I’ll do it tomorrow...
Procrastination not always the best idea
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   The Messenger would like to remem-
ber Mrs. Betty McKenney as we begin
our 73rd year, and once again, thank her
for her many contributions to our pa-
per.
   We would also like to express our
gratitude for Ms. Diana Spinnati, for her
support and encouragement of our stu-
dent journalism program.
   The Messenger is a publication of the
journalism one classes of New Richmond
High School.
   Opinions expressed in The Messenger
are the opinions of the writers only and
not necessarily the opinions of the ad-
viser or administration of New Richmond
High School.
   The Messenger raises money by sell-
ing advertising and subscriptions.  This
money is deposited into a student ac-
tivity account and is limited to spend-
ing directly on students involved in the
publication.
   The Messenger accepts letters to the
editor and guest columns and will pub-
lish both at the discretion of the news-
paper staff and as space permits.  Both
items must be signed by the writers.
   The Messenger’s regular monthly is-
sues are now online only and are avail-
able on the high school’s and district’s
web sites.  The Senior Issue will be
printed, and will be available for pur-
chase at school at the beginning of May
at a cost of $5. The cost of a senior
issue mailed directly to your home is $8.

   Please direct com-
ments or questions about
the paper or its contents
to the adviser,  at 553-
3191, x10204 or at
griffin_s@nrschools.org.

Looking forward to the end of the year
 As first semester closes, many
students tend to look back at how
it went. They look at their classes
and grades, and especially the
exams that ended the semester.
Some kids also look at the be-
ginning of a new semester as a
new starting point, if first semes-
ter didn’t go as well as they had
hoped.
   For me, I feel a lot of stress
taken off of me knowing that I
don’t have to deal with exams
again for a few months. During
weeks and days before Christ-
mas break, I always feel so much
stress building up on me. Then
as break begins, I feel relieved
and happy to be away from it all
for a while.
   Starting up a new semester
sometimes seems like starting up
a new school year, just without
the entire summer in between.
You have fresh grades and some-
times enter into different classes,
but you still are in the school
mind set. New semester classes
can help kids stay interested in
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By: Josie BuckinghamBy: Josie BuckinghamBy: Josie BuckinghamBy: Josie BuckinghamBy: Josie Buckingham

     I don’t know what anyone
else thinks, but I am absolutely
sick of having movies remade.
The schmucks in Hollywood
have obviously run out of ideas.
Spiderman was released in 2002,
and it rocked everyone’s world.
Tobey Maguire played an excel-
lent Peter Parker in his series,
and now it has been rebooted be-
fore ten years has even passed.
Even worse though is The Amaz-
ing Spiderman has the same
storyline as the 2002 edition.
     This enrages me. I don’t want
someone to replace one of my
favorite series with the same
storyline, just different actors.
It’s simply too soon, Hollywood.
We’re not ready.
     There should be some kind of
rule; no rebooting a series until
it has been ended for at least 20
years. I’d be all for a
Ghostbusters reboot, but the con-
stant re-releasing of superhero
movies is simply unneeded.
     With all the movies that have

Revamped for today? It’s not time!

By Chelsey
Fawley

Chatty ChelseyChatty ChelseyChatty ChelseyChatty ChelseyChatty Chelsey

what they are doing be-
cause it is something
different from what they
did the previous semes-
ter.
   It can be helpful and
beneficial for students
to look back at how they did dur-
ing the first semester, and maybe
change some things for the new
semester. If they didn’t get the
grades they wanted, they should
should study harder or get more
help in certain classes.
   Second semester is the halfway
point in the school year, and kids
start to get excited about being
even closer to the end. This is
especially true for seniors be-
cause their high school career is
so much closer to being over. It
is important to make sure that
you stay focused on starting and
finishing the second semester
just as well or better than you did
last semester.
   After getting used to some of
my tough, full-year classes, I’m
ready for this semester. I’ve

learned that I need to
study more and focus
on certain things. I
think this semester has
a lot of room for im-
provement.
   So look at the new
semester as a new start-
ing point halfway
through the year. Stay
focused and don’t get
too caught up in other
things. You can chill
out about exams for a
while, but make sure
you are doing what you
need to do to finish out
the last half of the
school year.

been released since the
first silent films in the
1920’s, you’d think all
the ‘brilliant’ directors in
Hollywood could stretch
their creativity a bit.
Nesferatu and Mummy
movies are ready to be remade;
they’ve had a good 80 years at
least to gather dust. Even eight-
ies movies like Labyrinth or My
Stepmother Is An Alien have had
enough time to settle. Please, I
beg you Hollywood, redo some-
thing that needs it.
      Take the risk. The audience
is tired of hearing that a new Saw
or Fast and Furious is coming
out. We want the classics again.
With all the advances with movie
making that have occurred, re-
making originals would be a hit.
It seems the think tank in Holly-
wood believes they should redo
things that people liked at first.
Simply, NO. We liked the first
one. Retelling the story and add-
ing ridiculous and stretched plot

twists is unnecessary
and just causes great
serieses to bomb (for
instance Heroes).
      Come on Holly-
wood. Shake it up. We
don’t mind remakes,
but not the same thing
within ten years. Step
it up, maybe even be
adventurous and try a
new Back to the Future
or Pretty in Pink. The
world needs new old
things, just make sure
we forgot them for a bit
first. We can’t redis-
cover things we love if
we never forgot them.



   Sophomore Carrie Buckley is
excited for the start to the new
semester. “I am looking forward
to getting to know my new teach-
ers, and hopefully make some
new friends,” she said.
  This semester Buckley is ex-
cited for the spring season to
approach. “I play softball so I am
very excited for the start of the
new season, and to start play-
ing,” she said.
   For Valentine’s Day, Buckley,
is excited to spend it with her
boyfriend. “I am excited to go
out and enjoy each other’s com-

   The New Year brings good
things to freshman Michael
Williamson’s  first year of high
school. “I hope that this semes-
ter I can have a good experience
with my new teachers, and hope-
fully meet some new people
too,” he said.
   This semester bring heavy lift-
ing for Williamson. “Right now
I am training for track and work-
ing on lifting weights and just
trying to stay in shape for the
upcoming spring season,” he
said.

   The new year brings high
hopes for junior Monique
Ostermann. “Starting the new
year with new grades, and being
able to take government this se-
mester makes me very excited
for second semester,” she said.
  This semester, Osterman plans
on taking it easy, and relaxing.
“I plan on taking it easy and see-
ing how the semester plays out.
I am currently in art club and I
am on the swim team, so any free
time I get, I try to enjoy,” she
said.
  For Valentine’s, Osterman
plans to have a special night be-
ing treated by her boyfriend.
“Since I have a boyfriend I plan

 Senior Autumn Clark is looking
forward to sleeping in a little
more as the New Year
progresses. “I am looking for-
ward to many things in the New
Year, one of them being senior
option and the other graduating.
I can’t wait for graduation,” he
said.
  For the turn of the new semes-
ter, wrestling is still on Clark’s
mind. “I have been wrestling for
four years now, and we will still
be into our season. My hopes are
to make it the state tournament
this year,” said Clark.
  With Valentine’s Day less than
a month away, Clark plans on
spending the day with someone
special. “Hmmm.. I have some-

Freshman
Michael

Williamson

on going out to dinner and hav-
ing a late night having fun,” she
said.
    In the past, Osterman has had
been fortunate to have good
karma on Valentine’s Day. “I try
and stay positive all the time,
Valentine’s Day is a special day
to share with someone you love.
It’s been pretty good to me,” she
said.

Senior
Autumn Clark

pany, and have a really good
night together,” she said.
   In the past, Valentine’s Day has
been good to Buckley. “It’s been
nice to have someone to share
the day with. I haven’t had a bad
one yet,” she said.

Faces in the Hallway
By Christin Gray

    Williamson said, “I’ve never
had a dull moment on Valentine’s
Day. In the past they have always
been pretty enjoyable, especially
when my mom gets me candy.”

one in mind I want to spend the
day with but, it’s a secret.. shhh,”
he said.
   Clark seems to always find
someone to be his Valentine. “In
the past,  Valentine’s Days have
been pretty good for me. I
haven’t had a problem giving a
girl flowers and chocolate,” he
said.

Junior
Monique

Ostermann

Sophomore
Carrie

Buckley



Undeserved, cruel comments are usually false
Gamers have often been given nasty reputations

By: Troy Saunders
   What comes to mind when you
think of a gamer? Do you think
of a little nerdy kid with broken
glasses getting shoved into a
locker? Or maybe some giant
obese kid with a headset on all
the time? How about some ob-
scenely violent freak? The big-
gest culprit of mocking gamers
is pop culture, where they’re of-
ten portrayed as dangerously
obese, short, nerdy kids, or just
plain insane. Because of these
negative stereotypes, actual
gamers are verbally and physi-
cally abused. Movies and tele-
vision have given gamers a very
bad reputation, but hopefully that
can be fixed.
   First, the reputation for vio-
lence. Studies show that crime
rates have actually dropped in
the past thirty years, right around
the time video games started en-
tering people’s houses. The Brit-
ish newspaper The Telegraph has
an article on its website about the
correlation between violent
video games and crime rates
(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
technology/v ideo-games /
8798927/Violent-video-games-
reduce-crime.html). The article
states: ,  “Violent video games
may actually reduce crime as ag-
gressive players are ‘too busy’
shooting virtual enemies to cause
trouble in the real world, experts
claim.”    The author then goes
on to talk about a paper done by
three noted academics, stating,
“It states that rather than violent
crime rates soaring when new
violent video games are released,

they actually drop as gamers are
'too busy' at home playing the
games, adding: ‘Time spent
gaming cannot be spent on other
activities, both legitimate activi-
ties and illicit violent activities.’”
   The popular gaming blog
Kotaku also had an article on
gaming and crime rates (http://
kotaku.com/5814601/violent-
video-games-contribute-to-
dropping-crime-rate-study-sug-
gests). The author references a
study done at the University of
Texas.  “The paper was refer-
enced in an article by the BBC
which examines the drop in
crime rate that has occurred in
America for the last 20 years.
The BBC article cites 10 pos-
sible reasons for this drop,
though the increase in violent
video games is arguably the most
counter-intuitive. Other possible
reasons include a decrease in
children's exposure to lead
(which can cause behavioral
problems) and the spread of
cameraphones (criminals are
wary of the increased possibil-
ity of being caught on camera).”
   Freshman Brandon Nicholas
stated that he thinks the worst
reputation gamers have been
given is that they’re all obscenely
violent. “Not all games we play
are violent; not all of us play
those games. A few gamers act
crazy, then all of us are thought
of as crazy. It’s not fair.”
   Another reputation gamers
have been given is that they’re
socially awkward nerds or aren’t
productive members of society.

Many students here at NRHS
had strong opinions on this topic.
Sophomore William
Wuerdeman said, “It’s unfair that
we‘re treated badly just because
we play video games. We have
lives outside of them.”
   One freshman, Josh Weaver,
had a very simple response. “Just
get to know us. We’re nice
people,” stated Josh.
   Corbin Tharpe, a freshman,
had a very strong opinion on the
topic. Tharpe stated, “It’s just an
unfair stereotype. It’s really dis-
respectful. Most of us are really
nice to others. Most people don’t
return the favor just because we
play games.”
   Another freshman, Greg
Beasley, had something to say
about the idea that we aren’t pro-
ductive members of society.
“Most of us have jobs, and im-
portant ones at that. They’re just
more technology oriented,”
stated Beasley.
   Chelsey Fawley, a junior here
at NRHS, shared her opinion on
this topic. “It actually takes a
certain level of intelligence to
play video games. That doesn’t
make us nerds. That just means
we can have fun.”
   Another false stereotype given
to gamers is that they’re inca-
pable of getting into a relation-
ship with a girl, unless it’s a fake
character on a game. This is un-
true, considering nearly half of
all gamers don’t need one, since
they are girls. The Entertainment
Software Association has a

webpage on gamer data (http://
w w w. t h e e s a . c o m / f a c t s /
gameplayer.asp) where they state
“Forty-seven percent of all
gamers are women, and women
over the age of eighteen are one
of the industry’s fastest growing
demographics.”
   Some more evidence of the
growing number of adult women
playing games is that they take
up a greater portion of gamers
than most high school students.
The ESA states “Today, adult
women represent a greater por-
tion of the game-playing popu-
lation (30 percent) than boys age
17 or younger (18 percent).”
   One more bad reputation
forced upon gamers by pop cul-
ture is that they’re all obese, gro-
tesque, fat freaks. This isn’t true
either. Fawley shared her opin-
ion on this topic also. “It’s stu-
pid because being a girl who
plays video games, that’s dumb.
Some gamers are overweight,
but not all of us,” stated Fawley.
   Pop culture has spread these
bad reputations over gamers like
a disease. Gamers have been
called fat, socially awkward,
nerds, geeks, freaks and losers,
but they have overcome those by
staying strong and not listening
to their perpetrators that make
fun of them. Hopefully after
reading this, you too will be
kinder to the gamers that come
to NRHS, and to gamers every-
where.





 Congratulations! We are all still
here; the world did not end after
all! Looks like the Mayans were
incorrect about their doomsday
theory. Unfortunately, there will
not be another repetitive date for
another century. So  we add an-
other year to the calendar, with
just another waiting to fly in just
in the blink of an eye. Many
people will be thinking of a New
Year's resolution, or two, and
how to make their resolution this
year better than the last. Look-
ing to quit old habits, get into
new habits, to find the “one”,
lose weight, get a job, quit smok-
ing, or quit drinking; whatever
it may be, hat’s your New Year’s
resolution?
   In a recent poll at New Rich-
mond High School, students and
teachers shared their New Year’s
resolutions for 2013. “New
Year’s resolutions are to get to
know as many people as I can so
that I can be of help to whom-
ever I meet. Every day I thank
God for the many blessings in
my life and my purpose each day
is to share them with others,”
said New Richmond Middle
School Athletics Director Susan
Curfman.    Aiming
with high expectations, a major-
ity of the students chose for their
New Year's resolution to main-
tain good grades.
   “My New Year’s resolution is
to get straight A’s, be nicer to my

friends, and stop talking about
boys so much. I plan to keep
these by continuously telling
myself over and over that I need
to do it," said freshman Morgan
Huddleston.
   “For 2013, I plan to not get any
C’s. I plan to keep my New
Year’s resolution by staying
away from girls and not letting
distractions take me away from
my focuses,” said freshman
Michael Simpson III.
   “This new year I play to get
good grades. I plan on keeping
this New Year’s resolution by
studying a lot and staying on top
of all my homework,” said fresh-
man Paul Jahnnen.
   Freshman Jacob Branson’s
plans for this New Year are also
to get better grades. “My New
Year’s resolution is to pass all my
classes, get good grades, and I
plan on keeping this New Year
Resolution goal by working hard
inside and outside of the class-
room,” said Branson.
   For some students, they are
reviewing their past and planning
for the future because they know
high school is the time to buckle
down and get serious about aca-
demics.
   “My New Year’s resolution is
to maintain at least an 80 in all
of my classes. I plan on keeping
my goal by working very dili-
gently towards earning an A in
geometry by the end of next

quarter,” said freshman Joshua
Weaver.
   Freshman Kayla Olenick has a
goal of her own this new year to
make it through her freshman
year. “I plan to make it through
my freshman year by focusing on
my school work and staying
positive,” she said.
   Some goals may remain the
same each new year, with hope-
ful resolvers trying to reach them
successfully, or not giving up on
them once they slip up. Some
students said they plan to keep
their resolutions through hard
work and determination.
  “My New Year’s resolution is
to grow a little bit, get better
grades, and keep my focus on
school and sports,” said fresh-
man Michael Williamson.
   Trying not to slip into the hab-
its she is used to, sophomore
Brittney O'Brien, said she plans
to do better in school. “My reso-
lution for 2013 is to not slack off
as much. I plan on keeping up
on my work and working hard.
I'm hoping this new year is bor-
ing because I am not really ex-
pecting anything,” said O’Brien.
    Sophomore Korinne Gillman
has other goals in mind. “My
New Year’s resolution is to lose
weight and pass all my classes
with really good grades. I plan
on keeping my goals by work-
ing really hard,” said Gillman.
   Focusing on what is important
as the new year begins, freshman
Riley Bingham sets his New
Year’s resolution on sports and
school. “This new year I am aim-
ing to focus on school, sports,
and my friends. I plan to keep
my New Year’s resolution by
paying attention in the class-
room, on the court, on and off
the field, and hanging out with
the ones I love in my free time,”
said Bingham.
 Other students surveyed said

they are planning this new year
to stay fit.
   "My New Year's resolution is
to get fit and learn how to dance.
I plan on keeping my resolution
by getting on a dance team and
getting a gym membership," said
sophomore PJ Seng.
   "For 2013 I plan to lose some
weight, keep up good grades,
and do better in pole vault. I plan
on keeping my resolution by ex-
ercising as well as studying a
lot," said sophomore Annaliese
Rohdes.
   "My New Year's resolution is
to work out twice a week and my
friend is going with me, which
is beneficial. I think keeping my
resolution may actually not be
that bad because I am doing mine
with a good friend of mine and
we kind of  help each other on
keeping it," said sophomore
Rachel Taylor.
   With a new year, some students
surveyed they are seeking a fresh
start on being healthy.
   "This new year I am planning
to walk without crutches and eat
healthy. I plan on keeping my
goals by continuing to go to
therapy," said sophomore Madi-
son Holdsworth.
   "My New Year's resolution is
to stay healthy and focus on eat-
ing less junk food. My motive for
keeping my New Year's resolu-
tion is my willpower," said
sophomore Max Tumbleson.
   "For 2013, my New Year's
resolution is to worry more about
myself a little more, and to get
into a healthy shape. I plan on
keeping my goals by exercising
and taking more personal time,"
said sophomore Audrey Feiler.
   According to the  poll, some
students surveyed said their New
Year's resolution is to really fo-
cus on cleaning up their act.
   "This new year I plan to not
cuss as much and my hopes are

A new year, a new me
New Year’s resolutions at New Richmond
By Ashley Gray



that this year is better than the
last. I plan on keeping my New
Year's resolution by being care-
ful and concentrating on being
happy by living this year to the
fullest," said sophomore Zoe
Crabtree.
   "My New Year's resolution is
to clean up my act and I plan on
keeping this goal by focusing,"
said sophomore Nicholas Wuest.
   For sophomore, Patrick Jones,
his New Year's resolution is to
finally go to driving school. "I
plan on going to driving school
by staying focused on my work
and getting it all done so I can
schedule dates for driving school
with my free time," said Jones.
   As for sophomore, Rachel
Benton, she is planning this year
to be happy and healthy. "My
New Year's resolution is to eat
healthier and take more time
hang out with my friends more.
I plan on starting with small steps
and slowly moving to bigger
steps," said Benton.
   According to (http://
www.thedailybeast.com)  most

people will be making new reso-
lutions each New Year, but most
of them will fail. “In reality, psy-
chological research increasingly
suggests that repeating
“affirmations” makes people
with low self-esteem feel worse;
that visualizing your ambitions
can make you less motivated to
achieve them; that goal setting
can backfire; and that emotions
can’t be controlled through sheer
force of will. But the temptation
to just try even harder can be
hard to resist,” said Oliver
Burkeman. “The problem is that
successful change rarely works
that way. To be sure, it makes in-
tuitive sense to imagine that radi-
cal, across-the-board changes
would be the most effective ones,
because each change would sup-
port the others,” said Burkeman.
(http://www.thedailybeast.com/
newsweek/2012/12/16/oliver-
burkeman-on-failed-new-year-s-
resolutions.html)
   Most of these goals will prob-
ably be forgotten before the end
of the first month, but along with

New Year’s resolutions; the stu-
dent body has shared their ex-
pectations for 2013 new year.
   “My expectation for this new
year is to be single the rest of the
year,” said freshman Elise
Holdsworth.
  “Even though I may not have a
New Year’s resolution, I defi-
nitely have began thinking about
my expectations for next year. I
plan to keep good grades and be
able to smile as I have another
year to eventually look back on,”
said freshman William Isbel.
   “This New Year I am just look-
ing forward to spending time
with my family and going to my
grandparents to watch movies
and take down our tree the next
day,” said freshman Morgan
Huddleston.
    “For 2013 I am expecting to
stay positive and achieve the
goals I want to achieve,”said
Bingham.
   For others they have other
motives in mind to keep their
resolution. “I plan to follow
through with my resolutions is by

not allowing my difficulties nor
emotions get in the way of how I
treat people. God didn't. Choose
each day to be a blessing to those
around you and see the influence
you will have,” said   Curfman.
  As you know New Year’s has
always been a time for looking
back at the past, and more im-
portantly, looking ahead at the
future. It a time for looking at the
changes we want to make and
planning  to follow through.
    The recent poll suggests that
New Richmond students are
planning  to do better in school,
eat healthier, stay fit, be happy,
and clean up their act.
   Debating on how devoted and
determined you are to keep your
New Year’s resolutions, studies
seem to indicate   that most reso-
lutions will be forgotten before
the end of the first month. But
who knows?  NR may be differ-
ent and have a greater resolve
than any of those studies.
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    Occasionally there are people
in this world who deserve a little
extra acknowledgement. These
extraordinary people can be tal-
ented in many different ways, but
today’s focus is on a new star
athlete. This month, the Athlete
of the Issue is awarded to none
other than Paige Anderson.
      Anderson is a junior here at
NRHS, and she deserves recog-
nition for all her skills and dedi-
cation to her sports. Anderson
plays cross country, swimming,
and track & field. She’s been in-
terested in all sorts of physical
activity since childhood, and
demonstrates her love with dedi-
cation to not one but three sports.
     “When I was little, I adored
soccer,” Anderson said, “I
wanted to grow up to be just like
Mia Hamm. However, my soc-
cer team was not kind and I
didn’t grow fast enough to keep
up with them. I was half the size

of most the girls on the field. I
realized then the only reason I
liked soccer was because I was
fast. So, I finished the season,
then joined cross country and
track. Freshman year I joined
swimming to get even more
training.”
       Anderson loves the sports,
but values her health as well. She
said “I intend to run and swim
for the rest of my life, but not as
a school sport during college. I
want to continue doing the sports
I love to sustain my skills in or-
der to keep me healthy through-
out my life.”
       So far in her high school ca-
reer, Anderson said her most
awesome moment she’s had so
far in her sports career was find-
ing out she’s anemic.
     “Last year, I noticed the
harder I tread, the slower I went.
My parents eventually realized
I was anemic, or iron deficient.

and family, who support her. As
well, she plays piano and trum-
pet and sings. She said, “Sports
are not what I’m most passion-
ate for, I’m not most passionate
for any one thing. I have three
things that always need to be in
my life: sports, music, and aca-
demics.”
It’s clear to see why Paige Ander-
son is our Athlete of the Issue.
She performs above and beyond
in all aspects, and deserves the
recognition.

When I started taking iron, I
dropped a whole minute off of
my 200IM. That race only has 4
laps down and back, so that’s a
ton of time to cut off.”
      Balancing sports with the
rest of her life is no challenge for
Anderson. “I don’t get weighed
down by them. Sports guarantee
a break in the day from study-
ing.” Along with her three sports
Anderson takes AP classes and
has a high GPA. She also makes
time to spend with her friends

Athlete of the Issue: Paige Anderson
Junior recognized for her outstanding accomplishments
By Chelsey Fawley
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2012 off-season:  full of surprises
Big name players now have new logos on their hats
   The 2012 Major League Base-
ball season was full of surprises,
in both good and bad ways.
Some teams saw their postseason
hopes fade away, while others
rose up against all odds. The big-
gest surprises in my opinion are
all of the trades that went down
before the deadline, and a couple
trades that just went down over
this offseason that I think will re-
write history. Some teams that I
thought weren't that good are
now the best in the business, in
my opinion.
   Before the season started, ev-
eryone and their brother thought
the newly renovated Miami Mar-
lins were going to be able to se-
cure a sure spot in the
postseason, including me. Unfor-
tunately, to everyone’s surprise,
the Marlins flunked early in the
season, and didn’t get much bet-
ter. I think that most of this was

        A+ Material

   By:
   Caleb
   Branson

due to the poor coaching by
Ozzie Guillen, who was fired af-
ter the season ended. The new
manager, Mike Redmond,
shocked the world with his first
act as manager. He traded 12
players to the Blue Jays, and al-
most all of the players were on
the active roster for the major
league team! He even traded
away the face of the franchise,
Jose Reyes, all for prospect play-
ers who haven't even seen one
pitch in the majors.
   Many consider this the most
shocking trade of all time, in-
cluding me! I thought it was a
horrible decision by the Marlins
organization, but honestly, what
other choice do they have? They
were horrible this season. I
thought this would be the one
trade everyone talked about for
a long time, but the next trade
that occurred just a few weeks

later was even more shocking,
believe it or not.
   The San Francisco Giants,
otherwise known as the current
“world champions” traded away
their best player this offseason
in Melky Cabrera. I mean, yeah,
he did use performance enhanc-
ing drugs, but he still was entitled
to win the batting title even
though he missed the last month
of the season! He was so far
ahead in hits, he was on pace to
break the single season hit record
by far! Unfortunately he didn’t
do it fairly, and he paid for it by
missing his chance to play in the
postseason and the World Series.
So why in the world would any-
one want to trade someone this
good? Well, the Giants did. They
gave him up to the Blue Jays
making the Blue Jays, one of the
best teams out there, but they
weren't done yet.

   Just a few weeks ago, Josh
Hamilton, one of the best hitters
ever to play the game, was just
traded to the Angels of Anaheim,
where Pujols and Trout run the
show. They may now be, by far,
the best team in all of baseball.
   Now to the point of all this talk
about the trades. I can honestly
say that I think the Angels are
going to win their first World
Series, since 2002, and are go-
ing to beat the stacked Blue Jays,
barely, in the Championship Se-
ries for the A.L. The Angles are,
in my opinion, the better team,
and have the capability to beat
anyone in the country. My World
Series winner for 2013 is the
Anaheim Angels, without a
doubt.

   The Heisman trophy is an
award given to the top perform-
ing player in division one college
football. Robert Griffin III, Cam
Newton and Mark Ingram are
among the past winners who
have all been offensive players.
Most players in the past who
have been nominated for the
award have been juniors and se-
niors, and have played on the
offensive side of the ball, except
for this year when a freshman,
Johnny Manziel, and senior line-
backer, Manti Te’o, joined se-
nior, Collin Klein, as finalists in
one of the biggest upsets in
Heisman history when Manziel
beat out heavily favored Te’o for
the title of best player in college
football.
   In my opinion, Johnny Manziel
should not have won the trophy.
He really only had a few great
games this year, and if Texas
A&M never would have pulled
out a surprise upset against Ala-

bama, who was number one at
the time, no one would have
known who he even was. He is a
good quarterback and can be a
nightmare for any defense; he
just did not deserve to win it.
   Although you probably will
never see me rooting for Notre
Dame any time soon, I believe
that Manti Te’o deserved to be
the winner of the most presti-
gious award in college football.
As a senior captain on the team,
Te’o lead his team from being
unranked at the start of the sea-
son to being the number one
team in the country at the end of
the season. Plus, no one else has
improved the way that Te’o has.
After being on the team for his
first three years, he failed to
record even one interception.
But during his senior year, he
picked off seven passes in route
to the national championship
game.
   While being outstanding on the

field is the major part in receiv-
ing the award, doing great as a
part of the team also helps get
votes. You will never see a quar-
terback, or running back from a
team that wins half of its games
even be in contention for the
Heisman. While Texas A&M
had a good season this year, the
only notable team they beat was
Alabama. Notre Dame, on the
other hand, beat Oklahoma,
Michigan, Michigan State, Pitts-
burgh, and USC. All of these
teams were tough for the Irish,
giving them a run for their
money. That gives even more
reason as to why Manti Te’o
should be clearing off a shelf in
his dorm where the trophy
should have been going.
   At the beginning of the season,
everyone thought that USC quar-
terback Matt Barkley was going
to lead his team to the national
title, while picking up the
Heisman on the way all because

they were number one at the
time. News flash!, USC is now
unranked and Barkley was not
even in contention for the award
at the end of the season.
   Notre Dame climbed to the top
silencing critics and coaches
along the way, doing the impos-
sible, coming from behind to win
multiple games in the fourth
quarter and overtime is what
wins you the Heisman trophy. I
know Manti Te’o did not win
every game by himself, but he
did carry the team on his back,
and sealed victories late in the
game by making great plays. If
anyone deserved the Heisman
trophy this year, it was Manti
Te’o.

 Big upset as Manziel tops Te’o for Heisman Trophy
 Leaves questions about quaterback bias

 Curly’s Corner
By:

Chandler
Cochran



    The NFL season has just
ended and the playoffs have just
begun. While most people are
focused on the playoffs, others
are keyed in on one of the clos-
est MVP races in a very long
time.The key finalists for the
award are Denver Broncos quar-
terback Peyton Manning and
Minnesota Vikings running back
Adrian Peterson. Both are com-

ing off serious injuries and many
people did not believe either
would be ready for week one.
   Senior Joey Lee is on team
Manning in this debate. “I be-
lieve Peyton Manning will win
MVP. The reason why Peyton
Manning will win is because he
has done amazing things this
year and put the Denver Bron-
cos in the playoffs with a 13-3
record,” he said.

   Junior Logan Shinkle also be-
lieves Peyton is the frontrunner,
“Peyton, because he led his team
to the number one spot in the
playoffs. He has had a big year
too so I think Manning will win.”
   Junior Tristan Williams also
supports Manning, jokingly add-
ing, “Peyton Manning will win
because of his Buick commer-
cial!”
      An article written on
discubed.com evaluated the sea-
sons of both Manning and
Peterson and made a case for
each. But in the end Manning is
the man for the award to them.
“I think Peyton Manning going
into a new organization after not
playing football for over a year
makes him the winner. This
would be Manning’s NFL record

fifth MVP and would be well de-
served,” said Ryan, of
discubed.com. http://
discubed.com/2013/01/02/
p e y t o n - m a n n i n g - a d r i a n -
peterson-2012-nfl-mvp-debate/
   Brian Lewis, a junior here at
New Richmond, believes
Peterson should win it. “AP is
going to win this years MVP be-
cause he came back from a dev-
astating knee injury and came
short of the NFL rushing record
by only nine yards,” said Lewis.
   Senior Kyle Tingle agrees with
Lewis, stating, “I think Peterson
should win because like Man-
ning he came back from a bad
injury but he had one of the
greatest seasons in NFL history
falling less than ten yards short
of breaking Eric Dickerson’s

 NFL MVP Award: Peterson and Manning neck and neck
NRHS poll shows Vikings running back current favorite
 By: Chandler Cochran and Zack Coldiron
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season rushing record.”
   Junior Pierce Burnam also
thinks Peterson will win, stating,
“Adrian Peterson has come off
an injury and is stronger than
ever. He stayed loyal to his team
no matter what, which says a lot
about character.”
   You can make a good case for
both when it comes to carrying
their respective teams on their
backs. Peterson and the Vikings
had a 9-7 record and made it to
the playoffs, even with their
quarterback, Christian Ponder,
struggling throughout the season.
Meanwhile, Peyton Manning has
had a strong season leading his
Denver Broncos to a 13-3 record
and a AFC West division cham-
pionship. Both made the playoffs
while losing in their first playoff
game. Both have been inspiring
throughout the season, coming
off a very brutal injury and be-
ing able to show perseverance
and determination to come back
stronger the next season and suc-
ceeding in that goal.
   Junior Zach Fields also be-
lieves Peterson should win.
“Adrian Peterson, because after
coming back from a pretty seri-
ous knee injury, Peterson came
within a stones throw of break-
ing a record. He’s had a remark-
able year after his injury and
should be commended for it.”
   Senior Evan McKinley
strongly believes from the begin-
ning of the season that Peterson
would end up with the award and
still believes so today. “Peterson
will win the award hands down;
he almost broke a record that has
been held since 1984. Peyton
had a great year, but nowhere
close to the year Adrian has
had.”
   Freshman Brandon Jackson
disagrees and believes Manning
should win the prestigious
award. “Peyton Manning should
win just because of how he led
the Broncos to a 13-3 record and
played a lot better with him in
then they did the previous year
with almost an identical team,
but different quarterback.”
   Peyton Manning is an elite vet-

eran of the game and already has
four MVP awards. That shows
he has stood out from the rest
multiple times before and has the
skill and knowledge to win yet
another award.
   “Manning has real talent,” said
senior Colt Reese. “Going
through neck surgery that kept
him sidelined for a season, and
then leading a brand new team
to the playoffs is a remarkable
accomplishment. He is not only
the quarterback, but he is also
playing the same role as the of-
fensive coordinator basically.”
   Manning sat out all of the 2012
season
for a
m a j o r
surgery
on his
n e c k
a n d
Peterson
tore his
A C L
the last
g a m e
of the
t h a t
season.
S o m e
scouts
a n d
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t h i n k
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c o u l d
e v e n
c o m e
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p l a y
p r o
f o o t -
b a l l
aga in ,
l e t
a l o n e
c o m e
b a c k
the next
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lead his
team to
t h e

playoffs.
   So given the opinions here at
New Richmond High School, the
consensus is that more people
believe that Adrian Peterson is
more deserving of the award than
his counterpart, Peyton Man-
ning. The main reason those here
believe that Peterson will win the
award is because he almost
broke a record that has stood for
28 years.
   Think about it like this: in
1984, when Dickerson broke the
record, Peterson wasn’t even
alive yet. It has stood for quite
awhile and some never believed

it would ever be broken.
   Junior Chandler Cochran be-
lieves that as well because
Peterson has been a dominant
force this season and has been a
major threat to every defense he
faced this season. Senior Zack
Coldiron, on the other hand, be-
lieves that the winner no doubt
has to be Peyton Manning for the
simple fact that he has had to
overcome more obstacles to be-
come his old self even a year re-
moved from the game he has
come accustomed to playing on
a daily basis.



Going into Christmas Break, the
NRHS girls’ basketball teams
were off to a fairly good start on
their season. Both the varsity and
junior varsity teams have been
working very hard to keep im-
proving and pushing through the
season. Before break, the varsity
team had a record of 4-3, with
JV following with a 2-5 record.
   “We are doing okay. We have
won some close games, but lost
two league games at home,” said
varsity coach Brad Hatfield.
   As for the JV team, coach
Lauren Wilkins said, “We left off
with a rough 2-4 start, but every
game has been close so it gives
us a lot to work for as we will
see those same teams in the sec-
ond half of the season.”
   The first few weeks of prac-
tices and games have told the

NRHS girls’ basketball team begins season
Players, coaches look forward to the year
By Josie Buckingham

coaches and players a lot about
what they need to work on and
improve on.
   “We hope to improve on team
chemistry and overall intensity
while learning about defensive
fundamentals and offensive ex-
ecution. This is a team with a lot
of potential that I expect to be
tough to beat by the end of the
season,” said Hatfield. Wilkins
agreed with this, hoping to fo-
cus and defense and intensity.
   “We have had several players
injured and sick so it has been
difficult for the team to get in a
groove and work as a cohesive
unit as expected at this point in
the season,” said Wilkins.
   This year’s teams are different
from last year’s in many ways.
Both lost players and gained
players, and have been working

to get used to the changes
throughout the start of the sea-
son. “This team has raw talent
and athleticism, while last year’s
team had a lot of experience and
leadership. Last season was great
for our program and the school.
This season has the potential to
be just as much fun for every-
one involved,” said Hatfield.
   “This year’s  team is probably
the smallest JV team I have ever
coached. We have to be able to
compensate for that in our defen-
sive intensity and just flat out
play and practice harder than
other teams,” said Wilkins.
   Overall, the team doesn’t need
to make too many changes to the
game plan yet. “We just need to
do the same things better, faster,
and more intense,” said Hatfield.
   The varsity players all agree on
how the season is going so far.
For the most part, they all feel
that they have a lot of work to
do.
   Senior captain Riley Deweese
said, “I think they season is go-
ing pretty well. We are not the
same team as last year, but ev-
eryone on the team works hard
and works on getting the job
done. We have a lot of fun to-
gether. We still have a lot to work
on, but if everyone keeps up the
hard work, we should have a

great season.”
   “I think the season is going
well, but we have a lot to im-
prove on. We make simple mis-
takes that can either make or
break it for us. We didn’t start
off the year with many returning
varsity players, but I feel that
we’ve come a long way. We just
aren’t there yet. I definitely see
a promising future for this team!”
said junior captain Bailey Work-
man.
   “The season is going okay, but
we need to work harder. We re-
ally just need to work on play-
ing as a team and doing all the
little things right. Last year, ev-
eryone did what they needed to
to contribute to the team, but this
year, but this year we aren’t play-
ing together. We also need to
improve on defense. Our defense
last year was great, but this year
not everyone is working as hard
as they need to in order to be a
great team. We just need to step
it up,” said sophomore Tina
Lawrence.
   Both coaches have been en-
forcing four main rules for the
players to follow this year.
“Work hard, work as a team,
have fun, and do your job,” said
Hatfield and Wilkins.  They be-
lieve that by following these
simple points, they will be suc-
cessful this season.



   The New Richmond boy’s bas-
ketball team had a bittersweet
ending to the season last year,
and started out this season with
a big overtime win against Deer
Park.
   “Deer Park was by far the best
game we’ve had this season,”
said senior forward Chad Nort.
Senior point guard Austin Wells
added, “Deer Park was a very
hard fought, emotional win for
us. Coming off of the memorial
for Ms. Spinnati really made us
want to go out there and win one
for her.”
   The beginning of the season is
really exciting for the fans that
come to watch the games. It’s
even more exciting when you
send it into overtime.
   “That game was great,” ex-
plained junior forward Gary
Crawford. “It was very exciting.

NRHS boys basketball looks to improve
Starting the season off the right way
By Chandler Cochran

The student section was one of
the best parts, they were loud the
whole game.”
   In the past few years, New
Richmond boys’ basketball has
made some small, but steady, im-
provements, and  while most sea-
sons are built around goals, this
year’s team has some very big
expectations. “Our biggest goal
is to have a winning record,” ex-
plained head coach Brian
McMonigle. “It has been a long
time, from a basketball stand-
point at New Richmond, since
we’ve had a winning record.”
   “Win league, get a good seed,
and win at least two games in the
tournament are our major goals
this year,” added Wells.
   McMonigle has been the var-
sity head coach for the Lions for
four years. He explained that this
year’s squad is different from

years past because, “they all
know the system pretty well, and
they really try to get more in
depth in a lot of things.”
   One person drawing a lot of
attention to this team is freshman
sensation Frankie Taulbee.
   “Frankie is a stud,” explained
Nort. “You can tell he is a fresh-
man, but he plays clutch.”
   “Frankie is a very good player,
and will continue to be good,”
added Wells. “He makes fresh-
man mistakes but you get that.
He will be a phenom once he
learns the speed of the game.”
   Rebuilding a team can be one
of the hardest things to do, but
luckily for this team, they did not
need to rebuild, they just need
to improve.
   “Our biggest improvement was
returning a lot of players to the
lineup. Not having to rebuild was

an advantage,” explained junior
forward John Ernst.
   “We stopped playing how
other teams wanted us to play,
and started playing how  we
know how to play,” added jun-
ior forward Caleb Hayward.
“That’s what has made our team
what it is today.”
   “The seniors have to be the
biggest improvement and asset
to our team. They are different
from years past because they
have been here for four years,
they know how the program op-
erates and do a good job of
showing the underclassmen what
is expected out of them. They are
team leaders who have stepped
up and have taken control of the
team,” explained McMonigle.
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 You can’t lead a horse to water,
but you can lead a bird to water.
Senior Cole Bird proved this
theory by being the first ever bird
to try his luck in the pool. In do-
ing this, Bird gained his new
nickname, “Bird-Fish.” Embrac-
ing it proudly, he has been im-
proving this year and not doing
badly at all.
   Bird has always been an excep-
tional athlete. His past consists
of playing soccer when he was
very young, but he does not play

any more. He has played base-
ball since he was four years old
and has recently made this his
primary sport. Bird has also
played football since late el-
ementary, about fifth or sixth
grade.
   To try swimming, Bird needed
to quit basketball because these
sports share the same season.
Bird gave up basketball for
swimming because, he said, “I
just needed a new challenge and
I also wanted to try swimming

because it works out my
shoulders for baseball.”
   It was a hard decision for
Bird because of his history in
basketball. In elementary
school, he claimed, “I always
thought I was the best, but
maybe this is why I loved it
so much when I was
younger.”
   In middle school, Bird said,
“I felt that in middle school I
was the best I ever was at bas-
ketball in my life. Freshman year,
I was alright. I stopped working
on basketball as much outside of
school,” said Bird. “But sopho-
more year, I got worse as I
started focusing more on base-
ball,” he said.
   Bird also went on to say, “I
began to give up on basketball
my junior year because I had
other things on my mind at that
point.”
   This is when Bird decided to
try swimming; his first thoughts
were, “This should definitely fill
my desire for a new challenge,”
said Bird, “though I am kind of

Look out, it’s a BIRD in the pool
Senior Cole Bird takes an interest in swimming
By: Joe Maxwell

embarrassed to be in such a small
amount of clothing, especially
with it being so tight.”
   Bird overcame his embarrass-
ment and began to work on get-
ting better at swimming. Bird
said, “This year, I have already
been able to improve my butter-
fly time from the first meet,
which was one 134 seconds to
my best time, which is 115 sec-
onds.”
   To everyone’s surprise, Bird is
not doing badly at all this year.
Actually, he is doing pretty well,
making goals, keeping consis-
tency, and achieving those goals.

The Bird on the blocks:  Cole pre-
pares to enter the pool.  Photo/Year-
book.



   The 2012 college football sea-
son has come and gone and the
bowl season has just begun. But
for the Ohio State Buckeyes
football team their season was
over before they even started.
After some of their players
traded Buckeye memorabilia for
a total of $14,000 and some tat-
toos, the league decided they had
to give the team some sort of
punishment even after their be-
loved head coach Jim Tressel
decided to resign. The team lost
scholarships and the big one,
they got a one year bowl ban.
Things did not look very bright
for the prestigious dynasty that
had been looked up to for years
by other teams.
   Just before the 2012 season
were to begin the team signed

Urban Meyer to become their
next head coach and never
looked back as they had their
first undefeated season in a little
less than a decade. But because
of the bowl ban were not allowed
to be in contention for the BCS
or Big Ten championship; in-
stead, having to sit on their couch
and watch another team instead
of them.
   New Richmond High School,
a mix of Kentucky and Ohio
State fans, have mixed views
about where the Buckeyes would
be ranked if not for the ban, and
whether the punishments were
fair or not.
   Senior Caleb Branson states,
“We actually got lucky, we only
got one year while other teams
have gotten way worse punish-

ments in the past. We lost a coach
and a quarterback, but got stron-
ger all around.” He also chimed
in about where they would be
ranked saying, “I say they would
be ranked third only because of
their schedule in comparison
with Alabama and Notre Dame.”
   Many also believe, however,
that if not for the bowl ban , the
Buckeyes would be number one
or two in the polls and playing
for the national championship.
   Junior Chandler Cochran says,
“If the Buckeyes were not
banned from postseason play
they would be either #1 or #2
because Notre Dame is the only
undefeated team in the past year.
If they were not banned from
postseason play they would be
playing Notre Dame in the Na-
tional Championship game.”
   Senior Chad Nort, a lifetime
Ohio State Buckeyes fan, also
commented, “I know they would
be the #1 team in the land be-
cause they are way better than
Notre Dame and Ohio State
would have started the year
ranked and just moved up
throughout the season.”
   Notre Dame before the season
wasn’t even in the top 25 in the
BCS standings. Surely the Buck-
eyes would have started the sea-
son in the top 25 and because of
that they would be ranked higher
than Notre Dame throughout the
season.
  Senior Evan McKinley be-
lieves they would  be ranked
higher as well. “They would
have to be ranked number one at
this point because of their great
season and being undefeated.”
   Freshman Joe Maxwell is not
so optimistic, “I think they would
be third because the top 2 teams
Notre Dame and Alabama have
had tougher schedules. I also
believe that the Buckeyes pun-

Bowl ban unfair to O.S.U. Buckeyes
National ranking...wait till next year
By Zack Coldiron

ishment was fair just because
other colleges have gotten way
worse punishments than they
did.”
   Freshman Brandon Jackson,
also a big Buckeyes fan, says,”I
think their punishment was un-
fair only because every team re-
ceives some sort of special treat-
ment for being a football player.
The Buckeyes just got caught
doing it for something as small
as tattoos. But if not for the pun-
ishment, absolutely they would
be number one in the standings;
they are the better team.”
   Sophomore James Mahan
says, “I believe they would be
number two, and be playing in
the BCS National Championship
game because they are unde-
feated. As for the punishment, I
do not think that it is fair because
it wasn’t cheating on the field it
was just a small thing like tat-
toos.”
   So the consensus here at New
Richmond High School from
those that were interviewed, is
that the Buckeyes punishment
was unfair mostly because of the
fact that it wasn’t exactly cheat-
ing to advance the program; it
was just for tattoos. As well as
that, they would be playing in the
National Championship with the
Notre Dame Fighting Irish and
ranked in the top three. Buckeye
fans here are definitely loyal to
their team and believe they
would be ranked very high if not
for the allegedly unfair punish-
ment handed out to them before
the start of the season.
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NOW ready for you in

New Richmond
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wings from 11:00 am until late into the evening
including fresh fried potato wedges and array of
other finger foods.   In a rush pickin’ up the kids,
gettin’ to and from work, or all the activities you
have to do before the day is over, stop in or call
ahead and place your order and
have it ready-to-go when you
arrive.  It’s as simple as that!
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   “You drop out of a tube and
dash out the door. You look up
and to the left and wave with
your free hand.Your partner, a
tall orange robot, waves back.
You step on the big red button
and the platform that your part-
ner is standing on raises and he
is crushed. A female robotic
voice calls out, “Blue has taught
orange a valuable lesson of trust.
plus 50 science collaboration
points.”
  “So Greg, what’s a game that
you can think of that’s funny, two
player, and requires a degree of
skill?”
  “Well Troy, I believe Portal 2
fits those parameters”
   “Same here! what do you like
to do when you play as the co-
op bots? Do you actually do the

puzzles, or do you just kill your
partner?”
   “I use my devilishly clever
mind to solve puzzles while se-
cretly attempting to murder my
friends while their backs are
turned. My preferred method of
said murder? Gun turret dropped
in from behind or beating the
crap out of them with the com-
panion cube.”
   “Your idea is intriguing, but
you could be more subtle. If I re-
member correctly, each player
has his own portal gun, but only
fires one of the two portal types,
blue or orange. Because of this,
you could easily sabotage your
partner’s moves. For example,
when they’re expecting you to
help them get to a high point, you
could instead drop them from the

ceiling into a pool of acid on the
floor.”
   “Well Troy, each player has
their own portal gun, each of
which has their 2 portals that link
to one another, so yes, one could
shoot their partners portal and it
would cancel theirs out.”
   “Hey Corbin, what do you
think is the best method for de-
feating your opponent in the co-
op campaign?”
   “I prefer just crushing every-
one with walls.”
   “In my favorite test chamber,
there is a spinny energy beamlike
thing that carries players from
one end of the room over a large
number of turbines to the other
end of the room where there is a
glass room.The solution is
simple, but the Easter egg hid-
den here is difficult to acquire.
It is possible for orange to, if
timed correctly, see a brief im-

age of Chell, the main character
from the single player mode
   “If we’re talking about Easter
eggs now, I’d have to say my fa-
vorite is the monitor displaying
the ingredients of the infamous
cake from the original Portal.
That’s probably one of the best
ones, even though there are lots
of others.”
      “Portal 2 co-op requires re-
quires a certain degree of skill
and coordination with your part-
ner”
  “So, how far have you gone
through the co-op campaign?
  “I have made it through chap-
ter six, level two, which is a little
more than halfway through”
  “What about the...”
  “Let me finish! That does not
count the free DLC which they
released a few months after the
game came out. I happen to have
the pre-ordered copy so in other

Now you’re thinking with portals!
Portal 2 is loads of fun alone or with a partner
By Gregory Beasley and Troy Saunders
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words,  the gold frame for P-
body and Atlas, the main char-
acters of co-op.”
  “Well, now that we are done
with that burst of rudeness, let’s
talk about some of the actual lev-
els”
  “The levels require a degree of
certain skill and coordination,
and, depending on who you are
playing with, it can be a trick to
juggle between working with
your ally and dodging traps that
your ‘ally’ has decided you have
outlived your usefulness, for the
time being”
   “I understand that. I tried play-
ing Portal 2 with my eleven year
old brother once, but all he
wanted to do was shoot portals
on the ground next to each other,
then drop stuff in and watch it
fly back and forth.”
   “I generally can trust my ally;
we tend to solve puzzles for
about an hour before trapping
each other in an infinite loop”
   “Most of my friends just want
to destroy me. We’ll play for
about ten minutes, then they’ll
try and take me down in the
strangest ways possible. What do

you think, William?”
   “Although killing you is one of
the most fun things to do in the
game, I’d rather complete the
puzzles. They’re more interest-
ing than your angry reactions.
sometimes...hehehe.”
   “Well, now back to our con-
versation, Troy. My friend and I
are amazing at solving the
puzzles. And Troy, it’s so much
fun to try and kill you. It’s really
hard to not try to after ten min-
utes of being in a room. with you,
sitting in a chair next to you for
nearly an hour.”
   “Well, Captain Crazy, let’s talk
about something else. We’ve al-
ready talked about Easter eggs,
our favorite levels, and methods
of destroying our allies. What do
we have left?”
   “We can go back to listing our
methods of  destroying our al-
lies. That was fun. So very, very
VERY fun.”
   “Ok then........you start us off.
Again.”
   “[content censored]”
   “GREG! WE ARE TALKING
TO CHILDREN!

   “Yes. I know. They have to
learn sometime”
   “Whatever. So, another
method of destroying your op-
ponent that I find satisfying is
crushing someone in a door, es-
pecially right when you’re about
to leave the level. It’s fun listen-
ing to them rage!”
   “That’s all I do. I just spend a
few minutes working, but then
spend the next few hours angry
because we kept killing each
other.”
   “Good for you, Ian. So what
were you saying, Greg?”
   “I spent an hour thinking of the
best way to kill someone on a
disk level.”
   “And what exactly is a disk
level?”
   “The disk levels are the levels
where you look for compact
disks and put them into a com-
pact disk player.”
   “Oh, ok. I understand now.
We’ll end this conversation with
your oh-so-amazing method of
destruction.”
   “On the third or fourth disk
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level, there is a very large fan
which you have to slow to a cer-
tain speed so your ally can pass.
In this level, you use lasers. Now,
it would be too simple to just use
a cube to redirect the lasers and
burn them or to slow the fan then
speed it back up as they go
through. It would also be too
simple to cut out the bridge that
crosses a bottomless pit. How-
ever, as it turns out there is a way
to trap them in the void. The void
is what I call the space between
the portals. You have to use the
bridge and the fan to trap them
in between the two portals. Then,
you walk through the Aperture
Science Emancipation grid,
which cancels out the portals,
and it traps them in their own
portal. Of course, you have to
restart the entire level after this,
but it is well worth it.”
   “Well, I’m glad we ended with
that, because it really is genu-
inely interesting. See you later
Greg.”
   “See you later...jackwagon.”



you still are not compelled to go
check out at least one episode of
this masterpiece of a television
series, then I pity you, it’s your
loss. The Walking Dead, in my
eyes, is the best series I have ever
watched in my life. I am in dis-
belief that I will ever come
across another series that will top
it. Get your head straight! Get
your homework done early on
Sunday and settle in and get
ready for your mind to be blown
by this downright spectacular
series. I promise you, The Walk-
ing Dead will not disappoint.

The Walking Dead is given two thumbs up
Show takes viewers to a different world

2012 Belk Bowl was fun family vacation
Charlotte, North Carolina is a great city

in the city, which wass kind of
annoying when trying to get to
our hotel, but we found our way.
It has a few department stores
such as Target, so if you forget
your luggage like my mom did,
you can drive there and it has ev-
erything you need.
   Overall, a two day stay in
Charlotte said a lot about the city
and it gave me the thought of
maybe moving there one day
because it is a nice high-quality
city.

   “The world ended. Didn't you
get the memo?” Not in real life,
but in the hit TV show, The Walk-
ing Dead. It is blowing up rat-
ings all over the world. This
quote was said by Amy, a char-
acter in the show played by
Emma Bell. If you don’t know
what The Walking Dead is then
you obviously have nothing bet-
ter to do with your life and you
should tune in to AMC 9 p.m.
every Sunday after it returns
from the half season finale on
February 10th.
   The Walking Dead, rated an
8.7/10 (according to http://
www.imdb.com/title/tt1520211/

), is an American television
drama series developed by Frank
Darabont. It is based on a comic
book series written by Tony
Moore, Charlie Adlard, and
Robert Kirkman. This amazing
series begins when the main
character, Sheriff’s Deputy Rick
Grimes, played by Andrew Lin-
coln, awakes from a coma into a
world where survivors are living
in a post-apocalyptic world that
is ruled by “walkers,” (as they
are nicknamed by the characters)
or zombies.
   It is truly an amazing show
from the breathtaking suspen-
sion to the amazing dedication

of the actors to make each and
every viewer believe they are liv-
ing in this terrifying setting with
the characters. I find myself
coming back week after week
because of the entire crew’s abil-
ity to create such a realistic scene
showing distinct qualities of dan-
ger, risk, and especially trust.
This deadly combination of emo-
tions experienced during the
show put suspense levels at an
all time that just keep you watch-
ing. Not to mention the suspense-
ful cliffhangers that make execu-
tive producer / writer, Robert
Kirkman famous.
   After reading this review, if

By: Joe Maxwell

By: James Mahan

    Charlotte, North Carolina was
the home for the 2012 Belk
Bowl. It was a nice trip to the
bowl game all around. The trip
was long but interesting with
amazing views in the heart of the
Appalachian mountains. The city
of Charlotte is a  neat city with a
lot of attractions. The Marriot
hotel we stayed in had everything
we needed. The bowl game it-
self had a alright Fan-fest in a
beautiful stadium that unfortu-
nately lacks essentials and re-
quires showing aticket every
time you get up.
   The location of the bowl game
is right down in the middle of
Charlotte, North Carolina. Luck-
ily enough, we were able to re-
serve a hotel room just a few
hundred feet from the Fan-fest,
which avoided the complication
of having to drive to the stadium
and find parking.
    The concert was an alright ex-
perience but it really was not a
football type concert, which dis-
appointed me because the pro-

moters  should've thought that a
country band might not have
been the best choice for a foot-
ball game in the middle of the
city.
    The stadium is where the
Carolina Panthers play for their
football games and it was a nice
stadium, but did not have  a lot
of features. The concession
stands featured Wendy’s, but the
burgers did not taste anything
like Wendy's burgers. They had
Frosties, though, which were
amazing. But if we wanted to get
up and go get food or go to the
restroom, we had make sure we
had our tickets because the
guards had to see your ticket ev-
ery single time we got up and it
was quite annoying. The seats
were actually pretty comfortable
and had nice space enough to
watch the game.
   The hotel had  free breakfast
and parking right next to it,
which avoided the complications
of parking just outside the sta-
dium. It had an huge, sized room

like an apartment and the work-
ers were nice. The beds were
comfortable, the room had a nice
street view of the Fan-fest with
a balcony (only middle rooms of
hotel).
   Charlotte is a new, up and com-
ing city that is one of the cleanest
in the country and has a lot to
offer. It features the Nascar Hall
of Fame, which for all you
Nascar fanatics, is in the heart
of the city and has many fun ac-
tivities. It has some construction



   Very recently I discovered per-
haps some of the best food I have
eaten in the past couple of years.
I discovered this amazing meal
at Koto. Koto is a small restau-
rant in Eastgate located right
next to the Sizzling Wok restau-
rant down the road from the new
Jungle Jims. Koto is a Japanese
steakhouse, Hibachi and sushi
restaurant, but is mostly known
for its crazy good sushi. It is also
a fairly decently priced restau-
rant for being a steakhouse. Koto
has over 50 selections of sushi
rolls you can order, all under
$20, and including their signa-
ture rolls! And that’s not all they
have to offer!
   Koto has some of the best
chicken teriyaki you will ever eat

in your life. It comes with bell
peppers, zucchini, and your
choice of white or brown rice.
You can also add fried rice,
noodle, Miso soup, or fresh
mixed green salad. All for only
$2!
   When you walk in you are
given four choices: the sushi bar,
a booth, a table, or the hibachi.
All of these choices are great!
Another great thing about Koto
is that you can get the same great
hibachi food at a table or booth.
This means if you don’t like hav-
ing the food cooked in front of
you, you can have the same food,
quicker, in the privacy of a booth
or table, and at a lower price!
   Koto is also well known for its
really nice interior. As soon as

you walk in, you are welcomed
to a very nice walk in area. The
walls have Japanese style tile and
a few native plants to Japan.
There is also a very nice loung-
ing area where you can sit to wait
for your food with the feeling of
the same comfort of your own
living room. Koto also plays all
the football games, so you have
a combination of a really nice
Japanese Steakhouse, with a
little bit of a sports bar twist.
   Overall, my favorite thing
about Koto is the nice, comfort-
able feeling you get while both
waiting, and eating in the restau-
rant. The dining area is nice and
open, which is great because ev-
eryone likes to have their space.
Every time I have gone, it has
also been relatively quiet, too.
You don’t have to yell across the
table when trying to have a con-

versation with the person right
in front of you.
   Another thing I like a lot is the
tables and chairs. Not only the
way they are set up with nice
open space in between, but the
size, too. The table is just the
right height to sit comfortably
when both eating and waiting for
your food. It’s not too short or
too tall, so you don't have to lean
over to eat your food, or have to
try to find a comfortable spot to
rest your arms when the table is
too high.
   In the end, Koto is definitely a
nice place to take the kids out
after the get their report cards
back! I definitely recommend it!
Koto is so good, that after the
first time you take them, they will
be getting good grades until the
day they graduate!

Japanese cuisine comes to Eastgate
Koto has delicious sushi and much more
By Caleb Branson

Cheery Chelsey’s Smiley Smarm
Newly released downloaded content
definitely worth the purchase

    In the nerd world of gaming
there are many types of games
from which to choose. Nowa-
days, you can’t just proclaim
yourself a ‘gamer’, oh no. It’s
much more in depth than that.
You can be a fan of role playing
games, first person shooters,
massive multiplayer online, ac-
tion-adventures, or even virtual
reality simulations. I, personally,
am a huge role playing fanatic.
    What is a role playing game,
you ask? Role Playing Games,
also known as RPGs, are games
in which the player assumes the
role of character and makes de-
cisions based on their own mor-
als.  My personal favorite RPGs
are games like Zelda, Skyrim,
Breath of Fire, and Dragon Age.
These games are all similar in
that they are all medieval themed
with magical aspects added.
Dragon Age is by far my favor-
ite of the four examples as it is
the most in depth by far. You
could play through ten times and
still end up with a different
storyline based on the choices

you’ve made.
    Recently released was the
downloaded content for Dragon
Age: Origins Awakening. Ori-
gins Awakening is hands down
one of the bestdownloaded con-
tents (DLCs) I have ever played.
It is the much needed bridge
from Dragon Age Origins to
Dragon Age II. The combat is
smoother than it was in Origins,
but most importantly the DLC
continues the story.
    Origins ended with a huge
cliffhanger and no resolution is
discovered, even when you move
on to play Dragon Age II. Ori-
gins Awakening  is the halfway
sequel, and it is set up similar to
The Lion King series. Numbers
one and two are good, but the ½
is the much needed piece that
completes the series.
     If you’re going to get into a
new RPG sometime, I suggest
the Dragon Age series. Don’t
forget to get all three though, as
it makes a trifecta of a glorious
game.

By Chelsey Fawley



   Many years ago, I became
aware of a wonderful series of
books called the Lord of the
Rings. Then, I also became
aware of the movies that fol-
lowed the series. My siblings and
I adored this series and we still
do today. In December, a new
part of this series was released
in movie theaters. The Hobbit:
An Unexpected Journey is a part
of the story that comes before the
three LOTR movies.
   Needless to say, I saw The
Hobbit right away. Just like all
of the LOTR movies, it was an-
other long one. Standing at 2
hours and 46 minutes, it was a
great film from beginning to end.
   This movie is set in the many
imaginary places during the

Movie takes viewers into Middle Earth
The Hobbit proves to be good addition to series
By Josie Buckingham

Third Age of Middle Earth. It
begins with the character Bilbo
Baggins of the Shire, who is a
hobbit living out his long, quiet
life in peace. When he is sur-
prised with an opportunity to
embark on an epic journey, he
leaves his home with a crew of
dwarves and a wizard. This crew
is out to take back the dwarf
kingdom that was taken over
many years before by a dragon.
   The movie follows this crew
on their adventure through
Middle Earth as they come
across ocs, wargs, trolls, goblins,
wizards, elves, and more. If you
have seen the LOTR movies al-
ready, then these creatures are
familiar to you, and many of the
characters from those films pop

up in The Hobbit.
   Along the way, Bilbo Baggins
battles many internal and exter-
nal conflicts. He doesn’t believe
that he is up for an adventure as
big as the one put in front of him.
He seems to think that a tiny
hobbit from the Shire can’t ven-
ture into the other parts of
Middle Earth. Bilbo gains the
courage and confidence, and he
learns that he can be a much big-
ger person in the world. He saves
many of the men in the crew and
helps greatly with the adventure.
   Although I loved this film, it
does seem to drag on. I knew that
it would be another long one, as
the others in the series were, too.
But even as it drags on, the dif-
ferent events that occur keep the

viewer interested in it the whole
time. The fight scenes are thrill-
ing throughout the film. The
various landscapes are extraor-
dinary. As different war scenes
are at different locations, each
one is different. The fascinating
creatures also keep you inter-
ested to learn more about the
imaginary world of Middle
Earth.
   To understand The Hobbit, you
don’t necessarily have to have
seen the LOTR movies. It has a
different plot than those films,
even though it still has many of
the same characters. This film is
definitely a must see in my opin-
ion.

  Musicals. Something most
people either love or hate, there
isn’t usually much in between. I
tend to enjoy musicals so I felt
almost obligated to see the new-
est version of Les Miserables,
even though I guess it’s more
like kind of an opera, but that’s
beside the point. Anyway, I can
honestly say I’m glad I did.
   The big screen version was di-
rected by Tom Hooper and is
star packed with Hugh Jackman,
Anne Hathaway, Russell Crowe,
Amanda Seyfried, Helena
Bonham Carter, Sacha Baron
Cohen, Eddie Redmayne, and
Samantha Banks; might I add, all
of whom did their own singing.
   Set in France, the story follows
the convict Jean Valjean on his
journey to remit his sins through
acts of charity, namely adopting
the orphaned Cosette from her
wicked caretakers. However, he
runs into some trouble when
Cosette falls in love with Marius,
a spirited revolutionary. Valjean

must keep his daughter safe while
managing to remain undiscov-
ered by the police officer Javert,
a relentless guard aimed at put-
ting Valjean back in jail for good.
All of this goes on on the door-
step of revolution as the young
men of the area aim to overthrow
the oppressive king.
   Generally speaking, the sing-
ing was fantastic, with the excep-
tion of one. That one was Russell
Crowe. While the other actors
seemed to hold their own sing-
ing, Russell Crowe blatantly
stuck out as the sore thumb. An-
other thing I found a bit odd
about the movie was the fact that
while Anne Hathaway was in
every single commercial and ad-
vertisement, she was not even in
one half of the movie. She was
in the beginning and the very
end, and that was it.
   Other than that, I had no com-
plaints about it. The actors all
portrayed their roles with an
amazing amount of emotion.

When they cried, you were sad.
When they cheered, you were
happy. The emotions conveyed
were done so in a very touching
manner. However, there is a lot
more crying than happiness here,
just a fair warning.
   In fact, if you are unfamiliar
with the storyline of Les Miz, it
isn’t really a happy one. At the
end, along with the few awkward
claps from the crowd, there were

many more muffled sniffles as
the other moviegoers failed to
hide their sorrows by over-in-
dulging in their over-priced pop-
corn.
   Overall, Les Miz was defi-
nitely worth the trudging through
the snow to get to the theatre.
The acting is good, the singing
is great, and it’s a fantastic story.
If you can look over a certain
sore thumb (Russell Crowe) the
movie is one to go see.

A great musical for the winter season
Les Miz makes a big impression
By Luke Gilday



The Dark Knight detective’s triumphant return
Batman: Arkham Asylum exceeds expectations
By: Troy Saunders

   Batman: Arkham Asylum from
Rocksteady Studios came out on
August 25, 2009 for the Xbox
360 to continue the Batman fran-
chise in videogame form. Re-
views from companies like the
IMDb, IGN, and
gametrailers.com all average out
to 9.2/10 for this 2009 game.
   In Arkham Asylum, players
take control of Batman on the
prison island of Arkham Asylum,
run by warden Quincy Sharp,
and founded by Amadeus
Arkham. The game begins with
Batman bringing The Joker into
Arkham after putting up almost
no fight. Joker then broke out
with the help of his partner,
Harley Quinn, and released all
the criminals in the asylum ex-
cept the most insane.
   One nice aspect of the game is
the expansive world of the asy-
lum, with many small nooks and

crannies to explore as you gain
more gadgets and more up-
grades, and many buildings to
explore, such as the penitentiary,
medical center, botanical gar-
dens, cave systems, sewers and
cell blocks. All of these contain
different trophies, riddles, and
giant green question marks all
over the place, put there by The
Riddler. These challenges get
you more experience quicker,
allowing for quicker upgrades of
gadgets, and while tedious, pro-
vide a nice distraction for a break
from the main story.
   Another nice addition is the
large assortment of gadgets,
from different types of batarangs
for stunning prisoners, to the
batclaw for taking weapons from
prisoners, pulling prisoners to
Batman, or even ripping down
walls, to explosive gel for break-
ing walls or setting traps for pris-

oners. Each gadget also has up-
grades to make them better, such
as turning explosive gel into a
proximity mine, which is perfect
for setting traps, or turning your
one batarang into three, great for
trimming down a crowd of pris-
oners close by.
   One thing unique about this
game is that the game’s devel-
opers called stealth mode
“predator mode,” because ac-
cording to them, stealth implies
that you’re afraid of the enemies,
and Batman sure isn't afraid of
some small time criminals.
Predator mode is initiated sim-
ply by putting Batman in a
crouching position. This position
allows him to do special covert
takedowns that can’t be heard,
but can still be seen. Batman is
also capable of using gargoyles
scattered around the island for
hiding, attacking, and as a covert

position for spying on prisoners.
These positions are a personal
favorite, as they’re useful for
nice, quick glide kicks to pris-
oners, and make a good hiding
point to escape to when being
shot at by armed prisoners.
   My tips when playing? Don’t
jump right in the center of a large
group of prisoners. That’s a nice
way to lose, and fast. Another tip
is to be smart about your up-
grades, and only get what you
think will benefit your skills.
Also, don't go toe-to-toe with
more than one prisoner who’s
equipped with a shotgun or rifle,
because that’s another nice way
to get killed. Lastly, don't under-
estimate yourself, but don’t over-
estimate your skills either. Both
could cause you to play without
as much potential as you could
if you were totally confident with
your skills.

  Nothing is better on a dark,
rainy day than a good horror
movie. So when I went to see
Texas Chainsaw 3D, I was ex-
pecting a lot out of it, especially
since  it is a horror film based on
a true story. As the movie went
on, I was very disappointed. Just
like all the others, this movie
starts off with a group of 20-
something wanderers looking for
adventure who unfortunately
stumble into the terrible world
run by Leatherface. This movie
is completely different from the
newer movies starring Jessica
Biel and Jordana Brewster and
instead is a sequel to the origi-
nal 1974 film.
  From the beginning, I was dis-
appointed. Every single charac-
ter in the movie does the most

stupid things they could possi-
bly do. I know in every horror
movie people do stupid things,
but this was to the extreme. By
the end of the movie, I found
myself hoping the characters
would die because at that point
they deserved it for just how stu-
pid they were through the entire
thing. It was like they would in-
tentionally put themselves in
harm’s way and, of course,
leatherface was always there to
find them.
 Another thing, the scariest thing
about the Texas Chainsaw series
is the fact that not only could it
have happened, but it is based on
a true story. However, with this
film, the stuff that happens is so
ridiculous that there is no way it
is believable. The ending doesn’t

make any sense and no one
would make the decisions the
characters made during the
film’s conclusion.
  Overall, the movie wasn’t
worth the money. Everyone was
too stupid to function, the plot

Texas Chainsaw a big disappointment
Latest installment unimpressive
By: Zack Coldiron

was extremely unrealistic, and I
just found myself repeatedly ask-
ing, “Why would anyone ever do
that?” I would say don’t waste
your money on this one, find
another to see when you go to
the movies.



   Most of us during our lifetime
will not venture to the Sahara
Desert or a tropical rainforest,
and most of us would not even
think of getting lost out there, in
the middle of nowhere. But just
in case, you should probably
watch the show Dual Survival on
the Discovery channel. Dual
Survival is a show about two sur-
vival experts from two totally
different walks of life. As the
show starts its third season,
primitive survival expert Cody
Lundin is paired up with Joseph
Teti, who is an Army Special Ops
retiree and is in his first season
on the show.
   The show is designed to show
viewers two perspectives of how
to survive in the most difficult
situations on earth. Each show is
different in that Lundin and Teti
are dropped off in a totally new
location every time. To further
show viewers how to survive,
they are sometimes dropped off

in separate locations and are
forced to find each other. Lundin
and Teti are briefed before they
go into a situation. They play
roles of “lost hikers” or
“stranded hunters” and are given
tools or items one would bring
while in the environment.
   During the show, Lundin usu-
ally shows viewers multiple
ways to make fire and live off of
the land, while Teti shows them
how to hunt and does more of
the physical work between the
two of them. If you have any in-
terest in outdoors or are an avid
adventurer, this is a show that
you should definitely watch.
What sets it apart from shows
like Survivor Man and Man vs
Wild is that there are two survi-
vors who together show you how
to survive alone and with another
person.
   One distinction that sets
Lundin apart from Teti and ev-
eryone else is that no matter

where they go, he is always bare-
foot. He explained in one epi-
sode that it is not weird at all;
with half of the worlds’ popula-
tion barefoot, he doesn’t get why
it is such a big deal to people.
   The diversity of locations is
what I like the best about the
show. They have gone to places
like the Florida Everglades,
Montana in the wintertime and
even places like the Swiss Alps.
They do it more to teach view-
ers than to just have a good time.

Columnist gives Dual Survival two thumbs up
Show teaches audience multiple ways to survive in the wild
By: Chandler Cochran

   The iPhone 5 is the best phone
that I have ever owned! Apple
astonishes consumers once again
with its newfangled phenom-
enon. As you know, there are
definitely a couple of differences
between the iPhone 5 and the
other previous versions of the
iPhones, but I love it!
   For starters, the iPhone 5 is
definitely lighter weight. It is
about 18% lighter than the
iPhone 4s. Usually, the first
thought that comes to mind with
the iPhone being light that it is
made of glossy plastic.. The
iPhone 5 is actually the closest
phone made to the original
iPhone.  Used to the iPhone be-
ing made out of stainless steel?
Not this one. The iPhone 5 is
made out of aluminum. Apple
made this decision to benefit
themselves and consumers. Hav-

ing the iPhone 5 made out of alu-
minum allows the phone to be
stronger and more sturdy.
    Another apparent difference is
the size of the new iPhone. The
iPhone 5 contains a  4-inch dis-
play with a 16:9 aspect ratio. To
accommodate the bigger screen,
Apple adjusted the spacing be-
tween the ear speaker and dis-
play on the top, as well as the
home button and the display at
the bottom.
   The hardware on the iPhone 5
is definitely an eye catcher also.
The processor and graphics on
the iPhone 5 are twice as fast as
the iPhone 4s and are able to
work off LTE networks. Along
with being able to connect to a
faster network, the iPhone 5 also
provides a longer battery life and
better picture quality.
    Love listening to your music

and being able to share a video
you found on youtube with your
friends? The speakers on the
iPhone 5 are amazing! They
project the music loudly without
distorting the sound. Along with
crystal clear speakers, the iPhone
5 as provides not 2, but 3 micro-
phones now!
    Even though the iPhone has
plenty of advantages, the only
disadvantage that I could com-
plain about is not having the
original cables and iPhone ac-
cessories as previous versions of
Apple iPhones, iPods, etc. Al-
though, the iPhone 5 now has the
same charger as any Droid
phone, the iPhone 5 is not able
to plug into just your regular
iPod dock. In order to not incon-
venience consumers, Apple is
making an adapter cable which
is basically an extension cord for

Apple impresses again with iPhone 5
By: Ashley Gray

the iPhone 5. Of course, Apple
is thinking ahead and has sights
set  on creating an adapter, but
these can be very pricy, roughly
costing around $30 each, and
these aren’t even made yet.
    Owning an iPod dock, I am
bummed that I can no longer
plug my phone into it right away.
I now will have to connect my
phone to an adapter of some sort.
I can see this situation being a
pain for some people.
   Basically the iPhone is an im-
provement from all the previ-
ously made iPhones. It has larger
screen, but is still lighter, has
better hardware, awesome
speakers, a great processor along
with being able to connect to
LTE networks. I would strongly
recommend someone looking for
an upgrade to check out this new
phone!

Lundin in particular takes his job
very seriously and when he is not
shooting episodes, he runs a sur-
vival school around his home in
Arizona. The show does more
than show two crazy guys sur-
viving in the wild. Viewers can
actually use the information
given provided by Lundin and
Teti to get out of any situation
alive. It is a great show that you
should not pass up.


