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Served at 

Locust Corner Elementary

Monroe Elementary
KINDERGARTEN / PRESCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
August 19, 2020 – 6:00 PM
Welcome to the New Richmond Exempted Village School District! 

As superintendent, I am extremely proud of our students and staff. We are a quality school system that exists so each student can achieve excellence. Our enrollment is increasing, we are expanding our state-of-the-art facilities, and New Richmond is the place to be! 

Creating a learning environment in which each student achieves academic and personal excellence is our core purpose.  A full-day kindergarten experience is how we create a strong foundation for each student’s success. We know that engaging students through relevant and meaningful learning experiences is essential. 

Our students are taught by highly competent educators who are passionate, well developed and held accountable for providing learning results in a safe and nurturing environment. I hope you find this packet to be informative as your child begins the journey with us. 

Please continue to connect with us by viewing our website, liking and following us on social media, visiting our schools and partnering with us. All of us share the responsibility of preparing our children for their successful futures. 

We are grateful for the strong support our community shows our schools, our dynamic partnerships with businesses and non-profit organizations, and the excellent parent involvement that contributes to the positive experience here at New Richmond Schools. 

Sincerely, 
Tracey Miller, Superintendent

Kindergarten Readiness Assessment (KRA)

As educators and as parents we know that children grow and develop at their own pace. Some children enter kindergarten just beginning to recognize letters of the alphabet while others enter knowing how to read short stories.

The Ohio Department of Education has developed an assessment tool that will help identify school readiness skills.  This assessment is the Kindergarten Readiness Assessment or KRA and must be administered to every kindergarten student by November 1st.
This assessment includes ways for teachers to measure a child’s school readiness. Ohio’s Early Learning and Development Standards are the basis for the new assessment.  It has four components: social foundations, (including social and emotional development, and approaches toward learning), mathematics, language and literacy, and physical well-being and motor development
It is also important that your child is physically, socially and emotionally ready for school. This checklist can help serve as your guide. But please remember, young children change so fast! If they cannot do something this week, you may see them do it in a matter of days or weeks later.
Is your child ready for kindergarten?
Does your child...

· enjoy outdoor play such as running, jumping, and climbing;
· draw and trace basic shapes;
· cut with scissors;
· bounce a ball;
· ride a tricycle; and
· follow rules for safety?
Materials that will help your child develop the motor skills needed to learn to write include crayons, markers, pencils, glue, scissors, paper and paint, puzzles, Legos and blocks.

Activities that will help your child’s coordination include climbing, jumping, skipping, playing ball, using playground equipment and riding a tricycle.

Has your child…

· had required shots;
· had a dental exam;
· had a vision exam;
· learned own first and last name;
· learned first and last name of parent;
· developed a set routine for going to bed;
· learned to watch for cars when crossing the street;
· learned to not talk to strangers;
Help your child learn their full name, address and telephone number.

Help your child to look both ways when crossing the street.

Talk with your child about strangers and who to go to for help.

Use bedtime as the opportunity to read to and talk with your child.

Without your help, can your child ...

· use the bathroom;
· wash hands;
· brush teeth;
· use tissue to blow nose;
· button and zip up shirts and pants;
· put on and take off coat;
· tie and/or velcro shoes?

Create morning and bedtime bathing and tooth-brushing routines.

Allow your child to dress themselves.  Practice putting on shoes.

Help your child learn to use their words to tell other grownups when they are feeling sick or hurt.
Does your child…

· play well with other children;
· separate from a parent without being upset;
· share with other children;
· care about the feelings of others;
· follow routines;
· put toys away when asked?

Give your child small chores to learn responsibility.

Help your child learn to follow directions by giving simple steps.

Encourage your child to share.

Praise your child when he or she does something well.

Provide guidance when your child is having difficulty.
The Early Learning standards promote the understanding of early learning and development, provide a comprehensive and coherent set of early childhood educational expectations for children’s development and learning, and guide the design and implementation of curriculum, assessment and instructional practices with young children.  At the conclusion of the data collection, teachers will share the individual results with families on the following:
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Early-Learning/Early-Learning-Content-Standards/Birth-Through-Pre_K-Learning-and-Development-Stand
FULL DAY / EVERYDAY PROGRAM
Our Kindergarten program is a full day/every day program.   Our teachers take pride in providing hands-on activities that correlate with the Ohio Academic Content Standards. In addition, your child will also be exposed to art, music, and physical education classes.
SCREENING BEGINS THE FIRST WEEK
In a normal year, during the first week of August, parents will receive a letter indicating which screening session they will attend. Each half day section would be based on the following time schedule:

Each half day section would be based on the following time schedule:
Aug 12 (Wednesday): 

AM school meeting, pm screening

Aug 13 (Thursday): 

AM school meeting, pm screening
Aug 14 (Friday): 


All day screening

Aug 17 (Monday): 

All day screening
Aug 18 (Tuesday): 

Review screening info and separate classes, contact parents
August 18 Tuesday Eve
Open House in evening

Aug 19 (Wednesday): 

Work Day
Aug 20 (Thursday): 

First day for Kindergarten and Preschool
During each of the half-day sessions, teachers will meet individually with each student to administer general screening models to determine your child’s readiness for kindergarten.  The speech therapists will administer a speech assessment to each individual student.  The school psychologists will be available to help with any social-emotional needs and instructional assistants will work with small groups of students while the teachers are performing the individual assessments.

After class lists have been developed, teachers will then call each child’s parent, introduce themselves as the child’s kindergarten teacher and invite them to attend the Open House the evening of Wednesday, August 19, 2020, at 6:00pm.

Starting on Thursday, August 20, 2020, kindergarten students will follow the same school calendar schedule for the remainder of the school year.
IDENTIFICATION
For safety reasons, the teachers will ask all parents to write the teacher’s name on the child’s nametag that was handed out at the child’s screening session.  This is for proper identification of all kindergarten students on Thursday, August 20, 2020, their first day of school.  The nametags will also help staff members and bus drivers get kindergarten students to their proper classrooms.

ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL

Parents who bring their children to school should drop their children off at the Main Office entrance.  Bus Students: Enter the building using the doors at the bus drop off and go directly to your classroom or straight to the cafeteria if eating breakfast.
BUILDING TIMES

   8:45  Students enter building



9:00  Tardy bell









3:30  Bus students dismissed
BUS TRANSPORTATION

The district bus routes are posted in the community newsletter.  Please direct your transportation questions to Mr. Andy Mays, Transportation Director, at 513-553-0266.  

CAFETERIA

Lunch $3.00*





Reduced Lunch $ .40

Breakfast $ 1.60*




Reduced Breakfast $ .30

Milk $ .60





*Prices subject to Board Approval
Free and Reduced Lunch forms will be in the student handbook.  

https://www.nrschools.org/Downloads/Free%20and%20Reduced%20App%2019-20%20%20pdf.pdf 
If a student is packing his/her lunch, please have the child’s name and the teacher’s name on the outside of the bag or lunch box.

CLOTHING

Your child should wear comfortable clothing as we will do many activities on the floor.  Socks and good fitting tennis shoes are recommended.  Please – no clogs.

MONEY 

All money sent to school should be placed in an envelope clearly marked with the child’s name, teacher’s name, and the reason why the money is being sent.

CHILD’S ANXIETY

If your child is acutely anxious, do not scold or ridicule his/her distress, and do not try to bribe him/her into behaving. Just remain cheerful and reiterate that you will see him/her at the end of the school day. Remind him/her that s/he will be learning exciting new things. Make your goodbye cheerful and brief. If your child is a walker, please make sure you are not late picking him/her up.  If your child is a bus student, please make sure that you are at the bus stop on time.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

PARENT’S ANXIETY
Please do not communicate your anxiety to your child.  Do not let your child see that you are overly concerned about him/her going to kindergarten.  Please do not tell your child that you will miss him/her while s/he is at school.  Do not let your child see you cry.  Please put your “game face” on for your child.  It is in your child’s best interest.   

On the first day of school, you may bring your child into the classroom.  On the second day of school, you may walk your child to the classroom door.   From then on, please do not bring your child to his/her classroom.                  

Parents of Bus Students – It may be very, very difficult, but it is best that your child ride the bus on the first day of school.
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

Do all kindergarten students go to the first day of school or do they phase in similar to preschool? 

In a normal year, during the first week of August, parents will receive a letter indicating which screening session they will attend.
Each half day section would be based on the following time schedule:
Aug 12 (Wednesday): 
am school meeting, pm screening

Aug 13 (Thursday): 
am school meeting, pm screening

Aug 14 (Friday): 

all day screening

Aug 17 (Monday): 
all day screening

Aug 18 (Tuesday): 
am- Review screening info and separate classes, pm- contact parents

Aug 19 (Wednesday): 
Work Day / Open House in evening

Aug 20 (Thursday): 
First day for Kindergarten and Preschool
During each of the half-day sessions, teachers will meet individually with each student to administer general screening models to determine your child’s readiness for kindergarten.  The speech therapists will administer a speech assessment to each individual student.  The school psychologists will be available to help with any social-emotional needs and instructional assistants will work with small groups of students while the teachers are performing the individual assessments.

After class lists have been developed, teachers will then call each child’s parent, introduce themselves as the child’s kindergarten teacher and invite them to attend the Open House the evening of Wednesday, August 19, 2020, at 6:00pm.

Starting on Thursday, August 20, 2020, kindergarten students will follow the same school calendar schedule for the remainder of the school year.

What is the daily schedule?
At your school's open house event, you will be given a copy of your child's daily schedule and many other pieces of information. Plan to attend the open house to find out details and sign up for volunteer events. 

What are the costs associated with kindergarten? 
New Richmond offers a full-day kindergarten program tuition free for all students and families. There is an annual school fee of $20 for all kindergarten students. 
When will I know who my child's kindergarten teacher is? 
Students will be assigned to a teacher in early August before kindergarten orientation.  That teacher will communicate with you about orientation.

What supplies do I need to buy for my child? 
Please check the district website for supply lists. Your school will communicate when you will be able to drop off supplies in your child's classroom before the start of school. 
How can I find out which school my student will attend for Kindergarten for the 2020-2021 school year? 
Contact the Transportation Department at 513-553-0266

Will transportation be provided for my kindergarten student? 
Yes. The district provides transportation for any student in grades K-12 within their home school attendance boundary. Information regarding bus routes will be published on the district website and available in August. 
Will someone make sure my child gets to the carpool line or the right bus at the end of the day? 
Each school has established procedures to ensure students' safety during dismissal. Your child's school will share their specific dismissal plan. 

Are there before and after school care options? The ME Lyons YMCA operates a before and after-school program, paid for by parents who utilize the program. Cost and additional information will be available during open house. 

What do I do if my child is sick and needs to miss school? 
If your child is sick and cannot attend school, please follow your school's guidelines for contacting the office to ensure they know your child will not be in attendance. 

What if my child needs to arrive late or be dismissed early from school? 
Whether picking up or dropping off students outside of the regular arrival and dismissal times, please be sure to come into the main office and sign your child in or out. 
If you have a planned early dismissal, please send a note and we'll work to have your child ready in the office when you arrive. 

How can I get involved? 
Each school's PTO has many opportunities to get involved in the classroom and the community. Volunteers can help in the classroom and school on a regular basis or to chaperone a field trip. Information on volunteer opportunities will be available during open house. All volunteers who have contact with children in the school must have a background check completed, submitted to the District Office, and approved by the Board 
of Education to be a school volunteer. 

Sign up for your child's PTO to stay connected with ways to get involved in your child's school. 

If I have a current Preschooler who is transitioning to kindergarten for the 2020-21 school year, do we have to register again for kindergarten? 
Yes. Families will need to complete the new student registration application for the 2020-21 school year. However, the only documents needed are a photo ID of the parent/guardian and updated immunization records. 

How does lunch work? 
At the beginning of the day, students inform their teacher if they are buying lunch. If your child is buying lunch, you can either send in or put money into your child's online account. School staff will assist your child with buying the lunch. There are several adults in the cafeteria to help students open packages if they are having difficulty. 

How do I know what is being served daily for lunch? 
The lunch menu may be accessed via the district website at https://www.nrschools.org/LunchMenus.aspx
How Can You Help Your Child Get Ready For Kindergarten?

Children need to feel excited and comfortable about starting kindergarten.

You can:

• Let them know you’re excited about them starting kindergarten.

• Give them a chance to visit their school before they start.

• Listen to their thoughts and ideas about school.

• Play a game with them to pretend they’re in school already.

Children need to know what kindergarten will be like.

You can:

• Teach them to follow directions by giving them simple steps.

• Help them learn how to share with other children, stand in line, wait their turn, and sit in a circle.

Children need to feel good about themselves.

You can:

• Pay attention to them and listen to their ideas.

• Help them feel good about all the things they can do.

• Praise them for their strengths.

• Be patient and let them develop at their own pace.

• Teach them that all their feelings are okay, but not all their actions are okay. For example, it’s 

  okay to be upset, but it’s not okay to hit others.

• Teach them ways to calm themselves down when they get frustrated.

Children need to get along with others.

You can:

• Show them ways to make new friends.

• Help them understand how they can be friends with children who are different from them.

• Teach them what to do when someone hurts their feelings.

Children need to know how to talk with others and to listen.

You can:

• Talk with them about things they’re interested in.

• Teach them how to know when it’s their turn to speak and when they need to listen.

• Teach words to describe their feelings and needs, and when to use them.
Children need to be comfortable being away from you.

You can:

* Talk to your child about being separated from you while s/he is in school.

* Try leaving your child at the house of a friend for a day.

* Have your child sleep over at a relative’s house.

* Take your child to the city pool and park for a day to interact with other children.

