
The Messenger
Volume LXXXI                     Winter 2022                              Issue 5

Advice from NRHS experts:  
Start the search early; do your research



   All across the country seniors 
are looking to the future. Their 
time in high school is almost 
over and they are looking for 
their next step, which for some 
is college. There are many fac-
tors in deciding which college 
to go to. Some seniors have al-
ready decided where they want 
to go and others have not. 
   “I plan to attend Eastern Ken-
tucky University and double 
major in Criminal Justice and 
Forensic Science. Eastern Ken-
tucky University is known for 
its excellent Criminal Justice 
program and is an important 
step in making it to the FBI. 
I also really loved the small-
er college feel and how it was 
away from home but not too far 
away. Eastern Kentucky Uni-
versity's mascot is the Colonel 
which is a fun little joke for me 
and my last name,” said senior 

Emily Colonel.
   “I plan to go to the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati because it is 
close to me. It is also cheaper 
because I don’t have to live in a 
dorm and they have one of the 
best law programs that is close 
to me,” said senior Dakotah 
Reynolds.
   Other students aren’t sure 
what their plans are for college 
yet.
   “I haven’t decided where I 
want to go yet. My top three 
choices are Ohio Universi-
ty, West Virginia University 
or MIT. I am leaning towards 
going to Ohio University now, 
but haven’t fully decided. I like 
Ohio and West Virginia because 
they both have a lot of nature 
surrounding their campuses and 
they both are big schools but 
they have a small school feel. 
I like MIT because they have 

really good art and science pro-
grams and that would help a lot 
because I want to be an art ther-
apist. I also like MIT's campus, 
which is very different from 
Ohio University and West Vir-
ginia University, but it is still 
really nice and it is right across 
the river from Boston,” said se-
nior Ellie Arkus. 
   When deciding where to go 
to school, Trapp believes that it 
comes down to finance. “All of 
the other things I talked about 
are important, but not every 
school gives out scholarships 
like students think they will. 
Students have to make sure that 
they are able to finance whatev-
er school they choose. College 
debt can influence a student’s 
future in a not so positive way.
    Choosing a school that makes 
the student happy is important 
to Stewart. “There are many 

things to consider when choos-
ing the right school for your fu-
ture. The first thing I would say 
is why do you want to attend 
college? Is there a certain ca-
reer path you want to go down? 
If so, then do your research, 
look for colleges that special-
ize in that area or have a good 
reputation for that certain pro-
gram. Choose schools that fit 
with what you want.  I would 
also say that do not be seduced 
by the ‘big name’ schools. The 
reason why students want to go 
to these high profile schools is 
that they are mostly very ex-
clusive, which people think 
makes them more elusive and 
special. The fact is, where you 
choose to go to school does not 
define who you are. It does not 
guarantee a better job or a bet-
ter career, only you can chart 
that path. Choose a school that 

Seniors offer advice for applying to college
Starting early, doing research key to success
By: Brooke Donley



you can afford, one that has a 
program you like (if you are 
undecided going in, that's fine 
too!) Go see the campus, take 
a tour, you will be spending the 
next four years there so it's an 
important decision.”
    There have been a few chal-
lenges when it comes to apply-
ing to college for these seniors.
    “The hardest thing I would 
say is keeping it all in order and 
being organized. Trying to have 
forms and information for each 
college is tricky. I didn't apply 
to many colleges since I have 
had Eastern Kentucky Univer-
sity in mind for a while. This 
was a wonderful thing because 
I wasn't stressing over multiple 
applications and information,” 
said Colonel.
   “All the paperwork you need 
to fill out is the biggest chal-
lenge. I know that sounds silly, 
but it can be overwhelming. 
Also, trying to figure out what 
classes you want to take when 
you get to college,” said Reyn-

olds.
    “The hardest thing is just keep-
ing track of all the deadlines 
for each college and writing 
all the essays while doing reg-
ular schoolwork. I've probably 
written 30 or more essays for 
college applications because of 
all the honors applications and 
artist statements. Once you get 
to second semester, from my 
experience, the work should be 
pretty much coming to a close 
and you should be visiting cam-
puses and deciding where you 
want to go,” said Arkus.
   Staff at the high school have 
the same advice for students: to 
do their research. 
   “Do your research..There is a 
college to fit everyone but you 
have to have realistic expecta-
tions. Get as much scholarship 
money as you can. There are 
scholarships for all kinds of sit-
uations, go out and get it,” said 
principal Joseph Stewart.
   “There are a lot of things 
to consider when applying to 

college which is what makes 
the research so important. The 
most important thing is for 
students to go see the colleges 
that they are looking at. They 
need to decide whether or not 
they want a big or little college. 
Location is important to look at 
as well. Some students want to 
go to Ohio State University, but 
then they see how massive the 
campus is and decide that isn’t 
for them. They also need to de-
cide on the price range and pub-
lic versus private college. There 
can be a significant difference 
in cost at each type of school. 
Students also need to make sure 
that the college has their ma-
jor,” said guidance counselor 
Bryon Trapp.
   On the other side of the col-
lege application process there 
is some advice that the seniors 
would offer to others starting to 
apply.
   “My advice is to decide on 
your make or break; the things 
that you absolutely have to 
have at a college. Then apply 
that list to colleges. Don't try 
to fit yourself into that college, 
make the college fit you. For 
example, if a college has an ac-
ceptance ACT score of 30 and 
you only have a 26 don't stress 
about raising it. Find a college 
that can accept a 26. There are 
so many colleges out there that 
one will be perfect for you,” 
said Colonel.
   “Don’t worry about going to 
the best colleges that are also 
the most expensive. What you 
should focus on is going to a 
college that suits your liking 
the best or that applies more 
to your future career the best,” 
said Reynolds.
    “Start early. If you're only 
applying to a couple schools 
you'll probably be fine, but I 
applied to 15 schools and there 

is a lot of hidden work that goes 
into applying. I found out that 
if you are an art major there is 
a lot more hidden work. Each 
college has their own scholar-
ships, portfolios, honors pro-
gram essays, individual school 
applications that make the pro-
cess take a very long time, so 
don't wait to do it all in a short 
period of time,” said Arkus.
   Both Trapp and Stewart agree 
that starting the application 
process early is best.
   “I would encourage students 
over the summer to fill out 
Common App. Once you get 
into fall, you can have it total-
ly done mid-fall and it takes 
the pressure off. Then, you just 
have to wait to hear back from 
the colleges whether or not 
you got in. The Common App 
can take three or more hours 
to complete which is why I 
encourage students to start the 
process in the summer,” said 
Trapp.
   “I would really start getting 
into it at the beginning of your 
junior year. It's the most im-
portant year in your high school 
career and the one that colleges 
pay the most attention to so get-
ting a start in college research 
and applications is important,” 
said Stewart.
   The school itself has many 
ways to help with the applica-
tion process, said Stewart. “We 
have a lot of resources here for 
students, the first point of con-
tact is your counselor. They 
will help with the application 
process, naviance training, 
transcripts, and essay writing. 
Also, speak to your teachers. 
They have all gone through this 
process as well, they can pro-
vide important insight too.”
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Pep Band a good extra-curricular for those who love music

By: Lily Staton

  There are three different band 
programs at New Richmond 
high school:  Marching Band, 
Pep Band, and Concert Band. 
Pep band is a unique extracur-
ricular that many students tak-
ing the Band class love. 
   One of the two band teachers, 
Michael McKinley, is in charge 
of Pep Band.  
   McKinley shared informa-
tion about how pep band dif-
fers from other types of band. 
“Marching and Concert Band 
are co-curricular classes. While 
we have class everyday, there 
are also performances that are 
required as part of the class. 
Pep band is a totally extracur-
ricular activity. Anyone can 
participate that is academical-
ly eligible. However, we play 
some of the same music that we 
do for band class. It is rare that 
we have students that aren't in 
band participate,” he explained.
   McKinley shared his favor-
ite parts of teaching pep band, 
and teaching band all together. 
“It's laid back and the kids re-
ally enjoy it. I also really enjoy 
watching basketball. It's great 
to see the band students prog-

ress through the years. Now 
that we get to start them at the 
middle school, I get to see them 
develop from beginners all the 
way through their high school 
career,” he said
    He hopes for more participa-
tion in the future. “We current-
ly have anywhere from 25-35 
kids coming for games. When 
I first started we were lucky to 
have 20. I'm hoping participa-
tion keeps growing and the kids 
keep having fun.”
   McKinley has advice for stu-
dents looking to come to pep 
band. “Come talk to me and 
we'll get you started!! Ask a 
current band member, too!” 
   McKinley said that schedul-
ing conflicts are the most dif-
ficult part of pep band. “Our 
students are pulled in so many 
directions, there are constant-
ly schedule conflicts. It's great 
that students get to participate 
in so many activities at our 
school, though. And personal-
ly, with young kids, it's hard to 
juggle evening schedules,” he 
explained. 
   A few students who partici-
pate in pep band shared their 

experiences when participating 
in the extracurricular activity.  
   Sophomore Katie Coorey 
explained what pep band truly 
is. “Pep band is the band that 
is in the stands during basket-
ball games.  We keep the gym 
from being awkward and quiet 
during the varsity basketball 
games.  We give entertainment 
during pregame and during half 
time,” she said. 
   Students shared their favorite 
parts of pep band. 
   Junior Ben Hayes enjoys 
making the basketball team 
happy. “I really like playing for 
the team,  which they love, and 
having fun doing it.”
   “We have a small little family 
in there, and hanging out with 
my friends outside of school is 
great. Mr. McKinley has a real-
ly great sense of humor and can 
joke around with everyone and 
it’s really great,” said junior 
Sydney Maus. 
   “Band is one of my favorite 
things in the whole world, so 
pep band is another way to keep 
playing marching music into 
the winter.  I also have played 
basketball my whole life so I 

love being able to watch the 
basketball games while also 
doing something I love,” said 
Coorey. 
   Senior Colin Humphries says 
he enjoys being able to be near 
by the drumline. “My favorite 
part of pep band is being up 
by the drumline playing songs 
with my friends,” he explained. 
   Students also mentioned that 
they would like to see pep band 
grow and change. 
   “I want to see more kids come 
out and participate in pep band 
because I think it is a really 
good way to do something fun 
and also to connect more with 
kids in the band that you may 
not have talked to before,” said 
Coorey.
   “I really hope to see more peo-
ple come to the games and be 
better musicians,” said Maus. 
    Students also shared their 
favorite memories from pep 
band. 
   “I always have so much fun 
during our rehearsal time be-
fore hand because its always 
so fun to joke around and do 
stupid stuff.  I also love playing 
during pregame and it's espe-

cially funny when things 
go wrong and we laugh off 
our mistake,” said Coorey. 
   “The very close games 
from the team like on the 
Hall of Fame Game,” said 
Hayes. 
   “One time someone put 
animal crackers in Saul’s 
pockets and he emptied out 
the crumbs on the drums. 
Alex and Noah would al-
ways say pep band 2019 
and when they had to 
change it they didn’t want 
to,” said Maus.
 

Group livens up basketball games, entertains fans and players



New class aims to  improve creative writing
Writers’ Craft offers low-pressure environment
By Conor Johnson
   Writing is something quite 
a few people enjoy and have 
made a career out of.  Recent-
ly, New Richmond has created 
a new class to give students to 
let their creativity flow freely 
and to strengthen their writ-
ing.  This class is Writer’s Craft 
and is being taught by English 
teacher Kelly Merritt.
   The class is going to be focus-
ing on specific styles and types 
of creative writing, according 
to Merritt.  ¨We will also learn 
about different techniques writ-
ers can use to enhance their 
writing.¨
   Sophomore Amara Cole 
signed up when she was really 
into writing.  “I’m not very into 
writing any more but I think 
it’ll be a great way to express 
myself and have a bigger vo-
cabulary.”
   Merritt believes students 
should sign up because the 
class will be fun.  ¨While it may 
be challenging at times, it is 
designed to be a low-pressure 

writing environment, so stu-
dents can feel confident in their 
developing writing skills.¨
   Sophomore Sierra Abney 
loves writing.  “I signed up be-
cause I wanted to see what the 
class was like and improve my 
writing.”
   The course was suggested 
when the English department 
was discussing offering another 
elective.  “We will be journal-
ing, using mixed media, experi-
menting with writing styles and 
forms, and many other things!” 
Merritt said, when describing 
what will be happening in the 
class.
   Senior Ellie Arkus signed 
up to get an English credit.  “I 
thought the class could be fun 
because I enjoy writing.  I am 
most excited to write fiction 
stories because I tend to enjoy 
those the most.”
   Merritt has taught a creative 
writing class before and really 
enjoyed it.  “I’m going to use 
some of the same ideas, but 

expand the class and try new 
things”
   Arkus is most excited to de-
velop her writing skills.  “I 
want to deepen my understand-
ing of different writing styles.
   This class is for everyone 
and creativity is required, Mer-
ritt hopes that everyone knows 
that.  “We will be focusing on 
becoming better writers but in 
a fun and relaxed atmosphere. 
Think of it as an art class but 
with writing!”
   Senior Alicyn Saylor wants 
to improve her writing abilities.  
“I may struggle with learning to 
write in other ways and being 
more open to different writing 
styles.  In the end, though, I be-
lieve I will be a better writer.”
   Currently, Merritt’s favorite 
part of the class has been the 
planning process.  “I enjoy cre-
ating lessons and figuring out 
pacing information.  In class, I 
have enjoyed creating various 
writing assignments for the stu-
dents to help stretch their cre-
ativity.”

   Merritt wants students to 
learn that there is no one right 
way to write.  “Each student 
has a unique voice that has val-
ue and worth.”
   Arkus will be challenged to 
get back into writing.  “I hav-
en’t written in a long time, so it 
will take some getting used to.”
   Merritt plans to publicize 
some of the student’s writings.  
“I would like to gather various 
writing pieces from the stu-
dents into a literary magazine 
type of publication.”
   Gaining a larger vocabulary 
will be a challenge for Cole but 
she is still excited for the class.  
“I am excited to write argumen-
tative pieces about history;  it 
is one of my favorite things to 
write about.”
   Teachers always have expec-
tations for their students and 
one of Merritt’s expectations 
is to try.  “I expect them to 
trust that they can step outside 
of their comfort zones when it 
comes to writing and trust that 
they will be okay.



Business evolves from mobile app
Schack’s Yaks has brought a new group activity to New Richmond
By Conor Johnson
   In the past year the village of 
New Richmond has gained 10 
new businesses.  Christopher 
Schack, owner of Schack’s 
Yaks has given insight into how 
his business came to New Rich-
mond
    Schack created Schack’s 
Yaks because he had an inter-
est in kayaking and wanted to 
make it into something for oth-
ers to enjoy.  “I was fishing and 
hunting on kayaks and thought 
it was very fun and seemed like 
a community sport which peo-
ple enjoyed doing in groups, 
which led to us creating this 
business.”  
   Schack always dreamed of 
creating a business in high 
school.  “It wasn’t necessarily 
this business, it was just going 
to be a business.  This business 
is the first of many ideas that 
has happened.”
   Schack has two plans current-
ly for the business; one consists 
of reaching out to places such 

as churches, Boy Scouts, etc. 
to see if they are interested in 
group outings.  “Our second 
plan is to focus  on opening our 
second division for the com-
pany called the Bait Schack, 
which we will use to sell bait 
to stores and gas stations.  We 
are going to provide European 
night crawlers, wax worms, 
mealworms, and crickets.”
   Schack’s Yaks  is one of the 
10 businesses that opened in 
the past year.  “Ed and Min-
dy Horton, reached out to us 
because they wanted a kayak/
bike/fishing store over here in 
New Richmond when every-
thing started to blossom.”
   Schack enjoys seeing others 
embracing his plan of what he 
wanted to come out of the busi-
ness.  “It is like a Walt Disney 
effect, it is cool to see them en-
joying the plan of what I want-
ed to happen, it was an idea that 
I made into a reality.”
   Schack’s Yaks was originally 

going to 
be called 
the Beach 
S c h a c k .  
“ W e 
w a n t e d 
to be like 
m o b i l e 
s e r v i c e s 
going to 
F l o r i d a 
and of-
f e r i n g 
things on 
the beach 
and we 
d e c i d e d 
we wanted to focus on kayaks 
so the name was changed to 
Schack’s Yaks.”
   Schack tries to make every-
one’s experience of the busi-
ness personal.  “I put a lot of 
effort into making sure people 
enjoy their time on the water or 
for the product they buy from 
us.”
   Schack advises those who 

want to create a business to try 
to find something you are truly 
passionate about and can put a 
lot of effort into or find some-
thing that people absolutely 
need.  “People don’t absolute-
ly need kayaking, but I put in a 
lot of work and energy into the 
business so people will want to 
come and enjoy the business.”

IGA believes in community trust
New Richmond business offers small-town customer service
By Dallas Shirey
   IGA is a New Richmond busi-
ness located on Old US 52. It’s 
a grocery store built on neigh-
borhood bonds. “We invest in 
the neighborhood and they in-
vest in us,” said owner and gen-
eral manager Ray Dietrich.
   IGA opened in the late 1980s, 
although Dietrich has owned 
the store for over 30 years. “I 
bought the old IGA with hopes 
of moving over here and we 
opened up on June 1, 1990,” 
said Dietrich.
   The biggest challenge IGA 
faces is not having workers. 
“Finding and keeping workers 
because we look for someone 
with an even temper. They 
should have the ability to get 

along with customers and their 
coworkers. People with good 
morale, because people with 
good morale tend to have good 
lives so they come into work 
energized and ready to work,” 
said Dietrich.
   The best part of the business 
is the customers, according to 
Dietrich. “I love my customers. 
The country people are loy-
al, the new Richmond people 
are loyal and if you treat them 
right, they’ll come back,” he 
said.
   IGA does not see expansions 
as something in their future. 
“We can’t because you need so 
many parking spots and we’re 
maxed out,” said Dietrich.

   As a grocery store, IGA offers 
certain resources for their cus-
tomers to use. “It’s not so much 
services but we offer coupons, 
or 5% discounts for seniors. We 
have electric shopping carts for 
older people and a large adult 
beverage section. We have the 
deli and we serve hot food, like 
chicken,” said Dietrich.
   Unlike other larger grocery 
store chains, IGA is a neighbor-
hood-friendly business. “The 
feel of the place, the employ-
ees, the environment is some-
thing that Kroger and Walmart 
don’t have,” said Dietrich.
   IGA is a convenient and 
friendly grocery store. “ It has 
this small-town feel. When you 

walk into our store you get this 
friendly feeling. People know 
each other here, people stop 
and talk to each other, to friends 
and neighbors. It’s a neighbor-
hood store,” said Dietrich.
   The store encourages business 
entrepreneurs to work hard. 
“You have to work seven days 
a week, not just one or two. If 
you work 24/7 you’ll do okay, 
if that’s a problem, don’t do it. 
You have to outwork everyone 
else there,” said Dietrich.
   IGA encourages the public 
to just try them. “Just give us a 
shot, give us one chance. If you 
do that we’ll get you to come 
back,” said Dietrich.

Ready to hit the water?  Schack’s Yaks offers everything you 
need for a fun kayak experience.  Photo/C. Johnson



Jewelry, candles, home decor can all be found inside
Eastside Boutique features unique crafts
By: Lily Staton

  The small village of New Rich-
mond is home to a few unique 
businesses.  One of these busi-
nesses is Eastside Boutique, 
located on Front Street.  The 
owner’s name is Susan Lucas, 
and she opened Eastside Bou-
tique on April 3rd, 2021. East-
side Boutique is open Thurs-
day-Sunday, from 10:00-5:00, 
and 12:00-4:00 on Sundays. 
   Lucas had experience in 
working with crafts in the 
past, which helped inspire her 
to open the business. “Having 
coordinated craft and vendor 
shows In Clermont County and 
Northern Kentucky for the last 
four years, I decided I wanted 
to open a brick and mortar store 
to offer handcrafted items to 
people all the time,” she said.
   Lucas also mentioned that 
she was searching for a place 
to open Eastside Boutique in 
2019. “So in 2019 I actively 

started searching for an area 
that I wanted to be in. Perus-
ing the marketplace one day, I 
came across 220 Front Street. 
I contacted the owners, did an 
interview with them, and decid-
ed that this is where I wanted to 
be. I saw the village was up and 
coming, there was foot traffic, 
and it had a river view.”
   Lucas said that the business 
has been doing well since its 
opening. “Since opening in 
April we have been well ac-
cepted in the area and have 
quite a few regular customers. 
Someday I hope to expand the 
boutique,” she mentioned. 
   Supporting local crafters is 
important to Lucas. “I enjoy 
working with and supporting 
local crafters and artists and 
Fair Trade business owners. 
That will always be the focus 
of the Boutique.”
   Lucas said that her small busi-

ness has received good support 
since the pandemic. “Eastside 
Boutique is a very unique store.  
Having several different artists, 
crafters and fair trade business 
owners under one roof allows 
customers to shop and support 
small local businesses. Since 
COVID has hit, people are re-
alizing small business owners 
are who struggled the most 
and now are the ones who need 
the support the most and we 
have had that since we have 
opened. The community and 
the surrounding communities 
have shown us time and time 
that our little shop offers them 
more than what big box stores 
do. We try to help every cus-
tomer that comes through the 
door with a special request and 
if we can't do it we help them 
find someone who can. That's 
what makes us unique and why 
people keep coming back,” she 
stated.
    Lucas has advice for people 
looking to start a business. “My 
advice to anyone who wants to 
start a new business is that you 
put your plans down on paper, 
research all aspects, location, 
products or services you’re 
offering and make sure it fits 
where you want to open it be-
cause without your communi-

ty’s support it will be hard to 
establish a good business. Be 
sure to get involved in your 
community and with other 
business owners. Make sure 
that marketing and networking 
is a priority, because without 
those two a business will suf-
fer,” she shared.
   In Eastside Boutique, there 
are many different types of 
goods that can be found. 
   When you first walk in the 
store, and look to your right, the 
cash register sits facing perpen-
dicular to the door.  
   Then, as you walk through the 
store, you can find many differ-
ent types of candles, jewelry, 
home decor, and other miscel-
laneous items, all hand-made 
by local artists. 
   The store provides an at-home 
feel, warm, cozy, and welcom-
ing for the shopper.  
   Eastside Boutique offers spe-
cialized goods depending on 
the season, as well as upcoming 
holidays and events.  
   Eastside Boutique is always 
looking for new customers! 
Visit soon or look at their face-
book page for more informa-
tion. Or, call (513) 553-1000.   
https://www.facebook.com/
eastsideboutiqueSML/  

110 Front St.
New Richmond, OH 45157

513-553-3101

888-474-PARK • parknationalbank.com





    There are many new restau-
rants along Front Street in New 
Richmond, but there are still 
some that have been around for 
years. The Green Kayak is one 
of them. They are known for 
their amazing pizza and want 
to continue to positively impact 
the community around them.
   Other than the amazing pizza, 
The Green Kayak offers many 
other food choices, said Vaske. 
“We also offer many types of 
appetizers, burgers, sandwich-
es, and salad. And of course the 
ever so popular Taco Tuesday 
in which we offer a taco basket, 
loaded nachos, and the famous 
taco pizza.”
   Vaske describes herself as a 
proud born and bred New Rich-
mond Lion. “I graduated from 
New Richmond in 2000. I’m 39 
years old and a proud parent. I 
have always been involved in 
our community as much as pos-
sible. I am the Vice President of 
the New Richmond Police Of-
ficers Association, which does 

a lot for our community. I took 
over the Green Kayak in April 
of 2020.”
   Business experience is more 
important to Vaske than a de-
gree in business. “Although I 
do not have a business degree, 
for many years I worked in the 
industry. Whether it be serving, 
bartending, cooking, or manag-
ing. I feel that experience and 
knowledge of the business is 
more important than just hav-
ing a degree and never working 
in the field.”
   The Green Kayak has not been 
a stranger to the pandemic and 
the challenges it has brought 
with it. “We have had the same 
struggles as everyone else such 
as getting supplies.”
   The list could go on and on 
forever for special events, said 
Vaske. “The kayak is known 
for annually holding events 
such as the fundraiser and after 
party for Paddling For A Cause 
which helps out our local DAV 
chapter. We also annually hold 

the fundraiser for Shop with 
a Hero, which is where New 
Richmond Police Officers 
Association (NRPOA) raises 
money to take New Richmond 
children shopping for Christ-
mas with our first responders. 
Also annually, we host an ugly 
sweater party at Christmas to 
collect toys for the Marine Corp 
Toys for Tots Drive. Outside of 
the annual events, The Kayak is 
known as the place in town to 
hold a fundraiser. We are proud 
to say we have helped raise a 
lot of funds and support for lo-
cal people in need. Whether it 
be someone sick and needing 
treatment, funeral funds, etc. 
We have also become the place 
for school sports events such as 
team building events, team din-
ners, and end of season parties 
for the kids. A lot of people are 
not aware that we also have a 
banquet hall on the second floor 
that can be rented for special 
events such as birthdays, an-
niversaries, retirement parties, 

pretty much any get together.”
   Vaske wants potential cus-
tomers to know that The Green 
Kayak is a family friendly 
place. “You can come and en-
joy great food, drink, live mu-
sic, volleyball, pool tables, 
watch a big game on TV, and 
take part in the many fun com-
munity events that we are in-
volved in..”
   Growing the business in the 
future is one of Vaske’s goal. “It 
already has a great foundation. 
We will continue to be a major 
part of our community and give 
back as much as we can.”
   Vaske was recently awarded 
Business Woman of the Year by 
the Clermont County Chamber 
of Commerce. She was recog-
nized as a woman who excels 
by promoting professional ex-
cellence, being an outstanding 
personal or business leader and 
who participates in community, 
civic, or other charitable orga-
nizations.

Green Kayak continues supporting community
Restaurant hosts many charity events each year
By: Brooke Donley





Valentine’s Day, New Year’s need to go
Winter season brings useless holidays 
   In January and February, there are a few 
holidays that occur.  Two of these holidays 
are Valentines Day and New Year’s. Valen-
tines Day and New Year’s, in my opinion, 
are useless holidays.  
   My first reason for New Years and Val-
entines Day being useless holidays, is how 
commercialized the holidays are.  For New 
Years, you see all these different ideas for 
parties and drinks, which require decora-
tions and other foods, and cost money.  To 
celebrate this holiday costs money, which 
means it’s commercialized.  For Valentine's 
Day, it’s all about giving those you love 
gifts.  These can be expensive or small, 
with a typical gift being flowers or boxes of 
chocolates.  They exploit others into spend-
ing their money just to show their love 
for others.  In reality, this can be shown 
through little things, like acts of kindness, 
or words of affirmation.  You could tell 
those you love how much you love them, 
or do things like cooking or cleaning for 
them.  Showing love shouldn’t require buy-
ing something. 

   Secondly, a reason for Valentine's Day 
being useless is the idea of it.  The whole 
idea of Valentine's day is showing those 
you love that you love them.  Why not do 
this year round? If you love someone, you 
would consistently remind them, rather 
than showering them with gifts for one day. 
   The idea of New Years is useless too.  
Why would you celebrate the coming of 
a new year?  Nothing drastic will change 
over the span of one day, so why make it a 
big deal? I understand the idea of wanting 
a fresh start, or a chance to better yourself, 
but in my opinion, these should be every-
day goals, rather than something you set 
for the New Year. 
   For my third reason, Valentine's day sin-
gles out those who are single.  Valentine's 
day, though it’s meant to show those you 
love that you feel that way, is typically tar-
geted towards those who are in a relation-
ship.  This singles out those who are single 
and can make them upset on this suppos-
edly exciting day.  What do you do on a 
holiday for couples? 

   I find the practices of New Years as a 
way to set yourself up for failure.  A com-
mon practice for the New Year is to have a 
New Year's resolution, which you typically 
share with others.  It’s known that almost 
nobody sticks to these resolutions, so why 
set them, if you won’t be determined to 
better yourself.  Again, self improvement 
should be a consistent effort, and requires 
a lot of work many people aren’t willing 
to participate in.  And if you do set a res-
olution, be sure not to share it with others.  
It’s scientifically proven that you’re more 
likely to complete your goals if you don’t 
share them with others. So, keep it a secret.  
   The health issues, money spending, and 
troubles psychologically should be enough 
to show you why the ideas of these holi-
days are useless. 

By: Lily
Staton

The Write Up

   Half marathon training is in full swing 
since it’s only a couple short months until 
the Flying Pig. The Flying Pig is sched-
uled to take place the weekend of April 
29 through May 1 this year. Maybe you’re 
planning on running or maybe you’re un-
decided. 16 weeks is the best length of 
time for training, but you’ve still got time 
to work your way up to the right mileage 
in order to run by race day. Running a half 
marathon through downtown Cincinnati 
is unlike any other experience. There are 
many reasons to run the Flying Pig includ-
ing; you get a lot of cool items from the 
expo and the atmosphere of the race. 
   The expo is held at the Duke Energy 
Convention Center the weekend of the half 
marathon. You are able to walk around and 
pick up your packet as well as look at many 
different items to purchase. You get to pick 
up your t-shirt and poster as well. Many of 
the area’s running stores are at the expo so 
if you need new running shoes from all the 

training you’ve been doing, there are plen-
ty of options. The expo is a fun way to get 
excited about the race and learn more about 
different events in the area. While I was at 
the expo, I learned about other races that 
are in the area and different types of run-
ning gear. 
   The atmosphere of the race is by far the 
best part. Running 13.1 miles on your own 
can be a daunting task and not a fun time. 
Virtual races have taught me that. I ran my 
first half marathon virtually in 2020 and the 
experience was not nearly as rewarding. 
Running downtown with the crowds and 
people constantly cheering for you is much 
better. It distracts from the fact that your 
legs are burning and you want to stop which 
allows for a better race time. My time was 
18 minutes faster than it was when I ran it 
virtually in the spring. Seventh Street and 
the finish line are the best places when run-
ning the route because there are so many 
people on both sides of the street cheering 

for you. The noise is a little overwhelming, 
but it keeps you going. The finish line is 
also an exciting place. As soon as you cross 
the line, you are greeted with a new med-
al. Their medals are cool because there is a 
different design each year. 
   Running a half marathon takes a lot of 
time, effort and training, but it truly is a re-
warding experience and can be addicting. 
Going into running a half marathon, you 
may swear that you will never run a half 
marathon again, but with the great atmo-
sphere and fun at the expo you will find 
yourself wanting to improve your time and 
signing up for more races.

Flying Pig is right around the corner
Experience the fun of a half marathon

By 
Brooke 
Donley

Runner’s Talk



   Every day we are threatened with a dead-
ly virus called COVID. We wear masks, 
use sanitary wipes, and stay six feet apart 
to keep this threat away. Recently, scien-
tists have created a vaccine to combat this 
virus. Now the question is should COVID 
vaccines be mandated? No, COVID vac-
cines should not be mandated.
   First off, COVID vaccines should not be 
mandated because not everyone trusts the 
medicine itself. The vaccine 
is new and scientists have 
not been able to properly 
study how it will affect the 
human body in the future. 
How can the government 
expect the public to trust 
something they don’t have 
all the facts about? With this 
lack of information, no one knows if this 
vaccine could cause cancer in 50 years. 
Forcing someone to take or do something 
that could be detrimental to their health 
should not be allowed. Side effects such 
as cerebral venous sinus thrombosis or 
heart muscle inflammation have already 
been reported with COVID-19 vaccines, 
said Kathrin Wesolowski, author of DW 
fact check. (https://www.dw.com/en/fact-
check-can-covid-vaccines-lead-to-long-
term-health-problems/a-59667465)
   Another  major reason COVID vaccine 
should not be mandated is because of reli-
gious objections. Just like any other vaccine 
out there, some people don’t want it for re-
ligious reasons. Authorities of the Muslim 
religion have declared vaccines unaccept-
able because they contain pork-derived  
products, and  is in chapter 4 of the Qur’an, 
these products are specifically prohibited.
(https://www.historyofvaccines.org/con-
tent/blog/religion-vaccination-confusion ) 
Forcing someone to get a COVID vaccine 

could go against their religion and would 
violate the very principles America is built 
on. 
   Not to mention that people have a right 
to their own bodies and beliefs. For in-
stance, if a civilian doesn’t want this vac-
cine, forcing that person to take it is mor-
ally wrong because mandates will force 
that person into a position in which they 
are forced to do something that seems 

unreasonable to them. I 
understand the fact that 
the government doesn’t 
want more people get-
ting sick, but if they get 
sick based on their own 
decisions then it’s com-
pletely their fault. If the 
vaccine protects against 

this sickness, then COVID will only affect 
those who chose not to get it, and the only 
one person they can blame is themselves. 
If someone has an allergic reaction to the 
vaccine and dies after being forced to take 
it, then that person’s death is on the gov-
ernment because they forced that person 
to take a vaccine that resulted in their un-
timely death. If someone is forced to do 
something that they have no choice in and 
it results in injury, then the person respon-
sible for forcing them to do that is also re-
sponsible for the injury. People deserve and 
have the right to make their own decisions.
  Making a COVID vaccine is a poor idea. 
Making the vaccine is a poor idea? At the 
end of the day it violates the open minded 
way of Americans. It will negatively affect 
our population and it  disregards the opin-
ions and beliefs of others. I’m not against 
the COVID vaccine, I’m against mandates 
for the COVID vaccine. The American 
people deserve the right to make their own 
decisions.

Say no to COVID 
vaccine mandates
Laws violate American beliefs and values

Detective Texas

By Dallas Shirey
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   The Messenger  would like to 
remember Mrs. Betty McKenney 
as we begin our 80th year, and 
once again, thank her for her many 
contributions to our paper.
   We would also like to remember  
Ms. Diana Spinnati, for her sup-
port and encouragement of our 
student journalism program.  

    The Messenger appreciates 
our administrators, both past and 
present, who have supported both 
the newspaper and the journalism 
program at NRHS.

   Opinions expressed in The Mes-
senger are the opinions of the 
writers only and not necessarily 
the opinions of the adviser or 
administration of New Richmond 
High School.

   The Messenger accepts letters 
to the editor and guest columns 
and will publish both at the discre-
tion of the newspaper staff and as 
space permits.  Both items must be 
signed by the writers.

   The Messenger’s regular monthly 
issues are now online only and are 
available on the high school’s and 
district’s web sites.  The Senior 
Issue will be printed, and will be 
available for purchase at school 
at the beginning of March. Please 
direct comments or questions 
about the paper or its contents to 
the adviser,  at 553-3191, x10314

 
Letters to the editor and guest columns are 

always welcome and we will print them as space allows.  
Please submit any correspondence to the high school 

office or drop off in Mrs. Griffin’s mailbox, or email at 
griffin_s@nrschools.org.  Questions should be directed 

to 
Sue Griffin, 513-553-3191x10314.



   Senior Dakotah Reynolds has 
a few core values that are very 
important to her. “My core val-
ues would have to include my 
strong faith towards God, my 
determination to always do my 
best in life and the kindness I 
try to give to others.”
   The best advice that Reynolds 
has ever received is: “Always 
be kind and respectful to oth-
ers because you never know 
what’s going on in their home 
life. I always try to keep that in 
the back of my head when I feel 
like talking badly to someone 
or gossiping about them and 
remembering that helps me to 
stay kind to them and not gos-
sip about them.”
   Reynolds describes her fam-
ily by including her second 
family as well. “My family is 

both my aunt and uncle, who 
are like my parents to me, and 
my best friend’s family, who 
are like a second family to all 
of us as well. We’ve known 
them forever! We’re all a bit 
crazy but we put God at the 
center of our household and we 
love each other very much. We 
value family over materialistic 
items.”
   There are a few things that 
Reynolds looks for in a friend: 
“They have to be kind, respect 
my fellow beliefs and I’ll re-
spect theirs, and I would want 
them to always be there for me 
like I would be there for them.”
   Reynolds’ most important 
possession is her Bible. “It 
gives me all the knowledge I 
need to know from God which 
is by far the most important 

thing. My phone gives me the 
ability to look up many things 
and communicate with others. 
There are also some things that 
we all tend to take for grant-
ed like a roof over my head, 
clothes on my back, and food in 
my stomach that are important 
to me as well.”
   There are a couple memories 
with friends that stick out to 
Reynolds. “Going on a vacation 
to Florida with my best friend 
and her family two years ago 
and Fall Weekend for Young 
Life this past November.”
   If Reynolds had a bunch of 
money, she would donate it 
to foster care or hospitals. “I 
would like to donate the mon-
ey to hospitals that are mainly 
populated with cancer patients. 
It’s a sad but very common 
thing seen in today's society, 
and some with very little fund-
ing. I would also love to open 
up church in places where oth-
ers have never heard of God. I 
would like to grow a huge min-
istry around the world!”
   There are a few accomplish-
ments that Reynolds is proud 
of: “Getting saved, maintaining 
an A/B honor roll, becoming 
closer with a lot more people 
and branching out more and 
making it into the National 
Honor Society at school.”

Senior values being a great listener
Dakotah Reynolds is always willing to help
By Brooke Donley

   Her aunt and uncle are Reyn-
olds’ role models. “They are so 
loving to others and they’re al-
ways determined to get things 
done! But most importantly, 
they put God above everything, 
everyone else.”
   Paris, France is the destination 
of Reynolds’ ideal vacation. 
“I would love to see the Eiffel 
Tower in person. Also, I just 
think the aesthetic of Paris on 
bright sunny days is absolutely 
stunning and breathtaking.”
   One thing that Reynolds 
would like people to know 
about her that’s not easy to see 
is that she is a great listener. 
“I want people to know I’m a 
safe person to talk to and I’m 
always willing to help someone 
the best I can and try my best to 
be there for them.”
   After high school, Reynolds 
would like to be a lawyer. “I 
would like to specialize in child 
abuse cases or be a guardian ad 
litem.”

Arnold’s Marathon

466 Old US 52, New Richmond, OH
513-553-3169



 New Richmond is home to 
many model students and soph-
omore Amara Cole is one of 
these students.  Cole tries to 
always be spontaneous in her 
daily routine.  “I’ve  made muf-
fins at 6am,” she said as an ex-
ample.
   Cole’s daily routine starts 
when she wakes up, when she 
takes ten minutes to get ready 
and hang out with her cat, Luna.  
“I pack a simple lunch and go 
to school.  After school, I come 
home and take a nap with Luna.  
I’ll possibly do homework and 
do whatever is on my mind.  
Finally, I end my day by going 
to sleep but I always try to do 
something spontaneous.”
   Cole feels that having a 

sense of humor in friendships 
is a must.  “When looking for 
friends, I want them to be very 
blunt and honest, affectionate, 
and funny.  I don’t want some-
one to lie to me.  I want them 
to be bold with what they are 
talking about, and be able to 
share their thoughts.  I love it 
when people show compassion 
towards others.”
    Forensic anthropology is one 
of the careers Cole would like 
to pursue because of her love 
for ancient remains.  “Another 
career I am interested in is avi-
ation because I have grown up 
around aviation and would love 
to be part of it.”
   In Cole’s free time she finds 
different ways to express her-

self creatively.  “One of my fa-
vorite media for drawing are oil 
pastels.” Cole added jokingly, 
“I use art to express myself be-
cause I’m misunderstood.”
   The word hero to Cole means 
it is someone who makes ac-
complishments and you look 
forward to.  “I don’t have he-
roes because I don’t like to look 
up to people because I am my 
own person and I don’t want to 
base my life on someone else.”
   One of Cole’s favorite memo-
ries is going to Florida with her 
mom because it has opened up 
a new world for her.  “It was my 
first time riding in a plane. It is 
also special because it helped 
me realize my love for avia-
tion.”
   There are many ways to de-
scribe Cole, but  the words she 
would use to describe herself 
though are quirky, creative, 
loving, kind (most of the time), 
and extroverted.  “I used these 
words because I see myself as 
a kind person and I compare 
myself to others a lot so I know 
I’m different.  I’m a different 
breed I guess.  I love everyone 
and everything.”
   One of Cole’s most valuable 
possessions is the ring her great 
grandmother gave her and the 
doll she has had ever since she 
was a baby.  “The ring is special 
because my great grandmother 

Meet a spontaneous sophomore
Amara Cole advises living in the moment
By Conor Johnson

passed away and she was the 
most amazing person; everyone 
liked her.  The doll gives me 
memories of my childhood, and 
it has always been in my life.”
   Cole would describe her 
childhood as fatherless, broke, 
and full of joy.  “I don’t have a 
dad and my mom had a limited 
number of jobs because I was 
there.  She had no one to take 
care of me because daycares 
are expensive and my mother 
spoiled me, which made my life 
full of joy. She is a single parent 
and tried to make the best of it.”
   Something that Cole deeply 
believes is that you should al-
ways live in the moment and 
not overthink things.  “Be your-
self no matter what and do what 
makes you happy.  It is the key 
to my happiness and I am hap-
py because of it.”
   Cole wants people to know 
that she is very public and 
truthful.  “I don’t lie, what you 
see is who I am.”

Green Kayak
Grille and Pub

200 and 204 Front St.
New Richmond, OH

513-843-6040



  There are a lot of great stu-
dents in the New Richmond 
High School and one of these 
students is sophomore Veronica 
DiSalvo who says she is,  “...a 
very accepting person to all 
people and their flaws.” 
   Veronica is an indecisive and 
extroverted person. “I feel like 
I have the most energy when 
I’m socializing with others; 
this includes close friends or 
just being in a social environ-
ment. Indecisiveness can be 
anything between picking the 
right clothes to wear or what 
to say to a friend who’s going 
through something personal. 
When making choices, I’m not 
particularly confident and con-
stantly need reassurance.”
   People consider Veronica to 
be a creative and quiet person. 
“I’m not one to argue or speak 

my mind and I have an interest 
in art.”
   Veronica sees herself as a good 
person. “This is just because I 
don’t actively try to harm peo-
ple and that’s what my defini-
tion of a bad person is. This is 
not definite because much more 
goes into it than this and I have 
a lot of flaws- but generally, 
this is what I believe.”
   Veronica believes in second 
chances. “People should always 
get a second chance. I hold this 
very close to me because as you 
get to know people, things that 
they do may hurt you but you 
realize it’s for a reason. Every-
one is going through something 
and the way they lash out may 
seem unpredictable but they 
can always take time to work 
on it and isolating yourself from 
them won’t always be helpful.”

   An easy, good, and safe life is 
what Veronica desires. “I hope 
I get to have a stable job that I 
enjoy and isn’t exhausting and 
can provide for myself and be 
able to afford having a hobby.”
   Veronica’s favorite quote is: 
"Always forgive your enemies - 
nothing annoys them so much," 
by Oscar Wilde. “Not only is 
it something I believe, but my 
mum introduced me to Oscar 
Wilde’s work so I’m reminded 
of her a little.”
   The DiSalvo family is very 
close-knit. “We've always been 
our own party. One time we 
took our grandma to the Dent 
Schoolhouse. This memory is 
one of my favorites, not only 
because I love spooky stuff but 
because my grandma lives in 
Rome and we never get to see 
her, except maybe a monthly 
Skype call. This was the last 
time I saw her before COVID, 
so it's a very special memory to 
me.”
   Over the past few years, Ve-
ronica has become more pa-
tient. “Not only with my work 
but with others. When I used 
to be much younger I wouldn’t 
make time for my work or oth-
ers, and it ruined my relation-
ships with friends and teach-
ers.”
   If Veronica had tons of money, 
she would help others. “Know-
ing first hand how expensive 
hospital bills and general treat-
ment can be, as well as how 

How would you describe Veronica DiSalvo?
In her own words:  indecisive, accepting, extroverted
By Dallas Shirey

easy it is to become homeless, 
I think lots of my money would 
go into charity and/or funding 
research that can help others.”
   Veronica’s role models are 
freelance artists. “Being able to 
do what they enjoy in an envi-
ronment that’s comfortable for 
them, but also not being pushed 
around by employers and being 
able to pay for their education 
is something I really admire.”
   The word hero to Veroni-
ca means someone who puts 
others’ lives above their own. 
“This means they are willing to 
sacrifice time, or even a person-
al interest just to help others.”
   Veronica looks for trustwor-
thiness in friends. “For me, 
honesty is really important 
so I can trust someone. I look 
for this quality in all my close 
friends.”
   Veronica wishes people would 
see that she gets confused eas-
ily. “This is something that’s a 
little negative, but it’s some-
thing I would want people to 
know.”



A-Team offers unique sports experience
By: Lily Staton

   During the winter months at 
New Richmond high school, 
the Academic team is compet-
ing.  Their coach is math teach-
er, Daniel Heflin. 
   Heflin played on the Aca-
demic Team when he was in 
high school. “I played on the A 
team in high school and loved 
it. When the job became open, 

I decided it would be fun to 
coach too,” he stated. 
   Heflin mentioned that he en-
joys connections made with the 
students. “I enjoy the conver-
sations we have while learning 
new things and practicing ques-
tions,” Heflin shared. 
   Part of the difficulties in 
coaching A-Team involve re-

cruiting. “I think teaching new 
recruits the types of questions is 
difficult. There are specific con-
cepts that need to be learned, 
and as a freshman that can be 
very challenging,” Heflin said.
   Heflin has advice for stu-
dents looking to participate in 
the A-Team. “Come out and 
participate! No one knows ev-
erything, but everyone knows 
something. Any person can be 
a big help to the team.”
   A-Team has impacted Hef-
lin’s life positively. “Academic 
Team has been a nice enjoyable 
experience during the winter 
season,” he said. 
   While students are on the 
A-Team, they learn new infor-
mation about different topics. 
“Students will practice and 
learn new information, and then 
use their experience in matches. 
In the end, hopefully they have 
learned something for the rest 
of their lives,” he explained.
   Heflin expects the team to 
grow. “We lost a lot of All Stars 
last year, and we have a young, 
growing team. I expect us to 
hang with the majority of the 
teams, but come back stronger 
next year.”
   The students that are on the 
A-Team shared information 
about themselves. 
   First, they mentioned why 
they decided to join A-Team. 
   “I joined the A-Team simply 
because it sounded like a fun 

way to maybe help improve my 
memory since it’s pretty much 
memorizing answers,” said 
freshman Willow Brooks. 
   “I decided to join because it 
sounded fun and interesting,” 
said freshman Ryan Fischer.
   “I joined A-Team because it 
as something that was interest-
ing to me, and a  place where 
I could use what I’ve learned 
over the years,” said junior 
Drew Palagyi. 
   Students were asked whether 
they would describe themselves 
a geek or possibly a nerd.  
   “No, I don’t see myself as 
either.  I don’t typically enjoy 
doing many nerd things,” said 
Willow Brooks. 
    “I wouldn’t consider myself 
a nerd because I still do things 
that aren’t considered nerdy, 
but at the same time, one could 
say I was a nerd,” said sopho-
more Karlye Gilpin. 
   Some of the students shared 
their favorite gaming system.    
   “PC. It has the widest vari-
ety of games, and you can even 
create games and you can use 
pretty much any play style. You 
can hook up a controller or a 
keyboard or pretty much any-
thing compatible with the game 
you’re playing,” said Willow 
Brooks.
   “I think the best game system 
is the Wii.  Wii is the classic 
game system, and I can play 
Mario Kart,” said freshman Au-

drey Fouss. 
   The A-Team sea-
son runs through 
January and Feb-
ruary, including a 
season-ending tour-
nament.  Students 
who are interested 
in joining A-Team 
for next year should 
see Mr. Heflin in 
room 309 or contact 
him at heflin_da@
nrschools.org.



NR boys’ basketball on track for sectional win
Team is better than ever and looking for tournament victory
By Conor Johnson
   The New Richmond boys bas-
ketball team is on track to mak-
ing history to possibly winning 
the sectional tournament for the 
second time in New Richmond 
High School history.
   Coach Brian McMonigle, 
is proud of all the students he 
has coached.  “I have coached 
these guys who have grown up 
and become successful men, 
husbands, and fathers.  It is 
truly amazing to see how they 

have grown through hard work, 
working through adversity, and 
as people.”
   Senior Tyler Sininger says that 
some of his accomplishments 
would be starting varsity this 
year.  “Finally beating Batavia 
was also a huge win for us, and 
having a winning record for all 
three  years I have been on var-
sity would also be one of my 
personal accomplishments.”
   Senior Roman Carmonsino’s 

favorite memories of basketball 
would be dunking for the first 
time as a sophomore.  
   “It didn’t seem real because of 
how short I was; I mean, I still 
am but I was shorter then.  The 
seventh grade championship 
was also the first time ever win-
ning something big in basket-
ball so it is also a pretty great 
memory.”
   Players always have differ-
ent goals for the season, senior 

D a n n y 
Shock-
l e y ’ s 
g o a l s 
for this 
s e a s o n 
are to 
win the 
league.  
“We did 
it my 
s o p h -
o m o r e 
y e a r , 
but I 
d i d n ’ t 
play as 
m u c h . 
I want 
to be a 
b i g g e r 
part of 
it this 
y e a r .  
A l s o , 
winning 
a sec-
t i o n a l 
champi-
o n s h i p 
w o u l d 
be the 
second 
time in 
s c h o o l 
h i s t o -
ry so it 
w o u l d 
be pret-
ty awe-
some.”
   There 

are many ways people get in-
volved in something and for 
senior Justin Ackerman, he has 
always loved basketball.      
   “I have played since the first 
grade so I have just always had 
a passion for basketball.”
   Senior Adam Ernst’s biggest 
challenge would be COVID.   
   “It has made it hard to keep 
going.  It lowers morale and 
makes it hard to go out every 
day.  It has been nice to see ev-
eryone going through COVID 
and making it a nice year.”
   Senior Bo Snider has played 
basketball his whole life.    
   “From a young age, all my 
friends started playing it when 
I was younger and my dad got 
me into it.  I fell in love with the 
sport.  I have also always liked 
Lebron James, I remember 
starting to like basketball when 
the Cavs won the championship 
in 2016.”
   McMonigle began coaching 
basketball at Nagel Middle 
School in 2000.  He loves bas-
ketball and competing.  
   “My favorite times are when 
players have success through 
all of their hard work and it 
boosts their confidence.”
   Sininger’s biggest challenge 
would be staying consistent.  
“We practice six times a week 
and play upwards.  This year, 
we played four games in one 
week and you have to have pas-
sion for the game to stay con-
sistent.”
   Ackerman’s favorite memo-
ry would be the trip to Pigeon 
Forge.  “The people we went 
with were super fun and it was 
an interesting and unique ex-
perience.  It was something we 
had never done and we played a 
lot of basketball.”
   McMonigle’s biggest chal-
lenge as a coach is the time he 
spends away from his family.   
   “Coaching is a very time con-
suming effort.  Most don’t re-
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alize the amount of hours that 
go into it.  My wife and two 
boys make a lot of sacrifices so 
I can continue to try to help the 
student athletes at New Rich-
mond.”
   Shockley’s biggest accom-
plishment is playing varsity.   
   “Being on varsity is in itself 
an accomplishment because it 
is another level.  I have played 
Freshman and JV and it is just a 
whole other world, the compe-
tition is more challenging.”
   Carmonsino started playing 
basketball in fourth grade when 
all of his friends started play-
ing.  
   “I had been offered to play 
basketball before then, but I 
wasn’t interested until they all 
started playing.  And from then 
I started to fall in love with the 
sport and haven’t looked back.”
   Ackerman’s biggest challenge 
has been learning how to be on 
a team.  
   “Learning that there are oth-
er players on the team and they 

have different ways of doing 
things is challenging because 
you can get stuck in doing 
things your way.   Learning 
how to incorporate everyone 
and their ideas is also challeng-
ing because you want to make 
everyone feel included.”
   Carmonisino’s goals for the 
season are to win league.  
   “We started off this season 
slow but recently we have 
picked it up.   If we win the 
game on 2/1/22, we might tie 
for league.  Another goal is to 
then win a sectional at the tour-
nament because only one other 
NR basketball team has done 
that and it would be a great way 
to make our team known, espe-
cially in my senior year.”
   Sininger’s favorite memory 
of basketball would be beating 
Batavia on their hone court by 
20 points.  
   “Beating Batavia was huge 
for us because they were pro-
jected to win our league this 
year and many people doubted 

our team.  Beating them by 20 
really made a statement.
   Ernst’s favorite memories 
would be the team dinners.  
“Hanging out with the guys and 
eating dinner is always fun.  We 
don’t have to worry about Bas-
ketball and can just have a good 
time.
   Snider’s biggest challenge 
would be knowing his role on 
the team.  “Not being the best 

player is something I have had 
to adjust to on Varsity.  Over the 
years I had grown used to being 
the best so now I am trying to 
find my role on the team.”
   Ernst’s biggest accomplish-
ment would be making it on to 
Varsity.  “I played JV last year 
and have finally made it to var-
sity.  I have also been a starter 
all year which is really big for 
me.”



   The swimming season is off 
to a great start with the girls’ 
team winning a couple of their 
meets; however, the team’s 
goal has not changed.
   “My goal for the swim season 
is for each swimmer to be able 
to learn the basic fundamentals 
of the sport and for those more 
advanced for them to improve 
and have their very best time 
by the end of the season,” said 
coach Judy Middeler. 
   Both swim coaches have been 
involved with swimming for a 
long time.
   “I grew up around swim-
ming. My father was the man-
ager of Coney Island when I 
was younger and I started on 
swim teams when I was six. I 
enjoy trying to help swimmers 
improve. I enjoy seeing those 
improvements and success over 

the years. I started coaching the 
middle school in 2000 and took 
over the boys high school team 
in 2014,” said coach Richard 
Mahan. 
   “I have been coaching high 
school swimming since 1976 
when I got hired to teach physi-
cal education and health to sev-
enth and eighth graders.  I like 
to teach people new things and 
swimming has always been my 
passion.  I love to see people 
learn something new and then 
be able to get better with the 
skills and improve their times 
in the water.  Over the years,  
I have been lucky enough to 
have several swimmers make it 
to the state swim meet - a huge 
accomplishment for the swim-
mer and have had quite a few 
swimmers make it to the dis-
trict swim meet, another great 

accomplishment,” said Middel-
er.
   Many of the swimmers have 
a specific time that they would 
like to beat by the end of the 
season.
   “To get a time of 28 seconds 
on my 50 freestyle. I would 
also like to drop my time for 
the 100 freestyle,” said senior 
Emily Colonel.
   “I would like to finish the 
season with a 24 for the 50 
freestyle,” said senior Logan 
Crooks.
   “I would like to break 27 in 
the 50 freestyle by the end of 
the season,” said senior Ben 
Howard.
   Other swimmers have differ-
ent ideas of how they want to 
improve by the end of season.
   “I want to improve my breath 
control and beat my person-
al best,” said sophomore Ben 
Schuster.
   “For the rest of the season I 
want to do my best and push 
myself as much as possible,” 
said freshman Ella Crone.
   Some people chose to join the 
swim team because they have 
been swimming for a long time.
   “I’ve been swimming since I 
was three years old so it wasn’t 
really a choice by the time I got 
to high school. I knew that I 
wanted to join the swim team,” 
said junior Grace Bailey.
   “I have been swimming since 
I was six so I have always want-
ed to swim on the team,” said 
sophomore Nicole Colonel.
   “I have been swimming com-
petitively in the summer so 
when I could do it in seventh 
grade it was a no-brainer. I have 
stuck with it ever since then,” 
said Emily Colonel.
   Although many people have 
been swimming for a long time 
and that is their reason why, 
others have many different 

reasons for being a part of the 
team.
   “I love swimming in general 
so I thought it would be fun to 
try competitively,” said Crone.
   “Swimming is a good way to 
get stronger and stay in shape,” 
said Schuster.
   “I love being around the peo-
ple who are on the swim team. I 
also need a sport between cross 
country and track,” said junior 
Ainsley Zimmerman.
   “I knew I wanted to do a win-
ter sport so I chose swim team 
and I’m very glad I did,” said 
junior Grace Reid.
   Many of the team’s favorite 
memories come from the team 
ski trip.
   “Going skiing with the team 
at the end of my freshman sea-
son and going to districts soph-
omore year with Blake How-
ard, Ethan Daniel and Taylor 
Powell,” said Crooks.
   “One of my favorite memo-
ries is the ski trip because there 
were so many laughs. Other 
favorite memories include the 
girls going to districts last year. 
The swim couches we bring out 
for senior night are always fun 
too,” said Emily Colonel.
    Other memories for swim-
mers are about the different 
activities done with their team-
mates.
    “The one practice when we 
moved all the lane things and 
jumped into the pool was really 
funny,” said freshman Alyssa 
Young. 
    “I met some of my best friends 
because of swimming. We also 
mess around with the team and 
you make a lot of friends when 
you join the team,” said Crone. 
    “I love hanging out with 
friends and sitting in the shal-
low end and then jumping in 
the water,” said Zimmerman.

Swimming season is off to a great start
Teams win many meets, friendships formed
By: Brooke Donley



NR team works hard to improve skills
Girls’ basketball enjoys successful season
By Dallas Shirey

   The New Richmond girls’ 
basketball team is filled with 
experienced players who con-
tinue to represent New Rich-
mond. “I have been playing 
basketball since first grade,” 
said freshman Natalie Herz.
   “I have been playing basket-
ball for nine years now,” said 
junior Olivia Dunning.
   “I have played basketball for 
around eight years,” said fresh-
man Isabel Hughes.
   “I’ve played basketball for 13 
years,” said senior Julia Keith.
   “I’ve played basketball for 
about 10 or 11 years now,” said 
sophomore Katie Coorey.
   Michael Ducolon, an insur-
ance specialist who spends 
his extra time coaching the 
New Richmond Girls Basket-
ball Team, said he  started off 

coaching a few years ago when 
his oldest was in second grade. 
“I coached in the NR youth pro-
gram since and currently still 
do. I have since become the 
president for our youth league 
here in New Richmond. I have 
also coached at Batavia Middle 
school as the head eighth grade 
coach for the previous two 
years. I also run an off-season 
basketball program called Cl-
ermont Basketball Club with a 
friend of mine.”
   The girls on the team fell in 
love with basketball by watch-
ing others play and wanting to 
play themselves. “I wanted to 
start playing it because I would 
watch UC play and I wanted to 
be like them,” said Merz.
   “I decided to start playing 
because both of my brothers 

played it and I would go to their 
games and wanted to play my-
self,” said Dunning.
   “I decided to start playing 
basketball because I always 
found it fun to watch and want-
ed to be one of the kids on the 
court,” said Hughes.
   “I decided to start playing 
basketball when I was in kin-
dergarten because my dad 
played it up until he graduated 
high school, and he wanted me 
to try it out.  My brother also 
played it up until high school so 
it was sort of a popular sport in 
my house. My dad enrolled me 
in the league for little kids and 
it has sort of stuck with me ever 
since,” said Coorey.
   “I decided to start playing 
basketball when I was in kin-
dergarten because my dad 

played it up until he graduated 
high school, and he wanted me 
to try it out.  My brother also 
played it up until high school so 
it was sort of a popular sport in 
my house.  My dad enrolled me 
in the league for little kids and 
it has sort of stuck with me ever 
since,” said Keith.
   The biggest challenges for the 
girls on the team are the phys-
ical and emotional problems 
that come along with the sport.
    “One of the biggest challeng-
es as a player was last season. I 
got a pretty bad case of COVID 
-19 in 2020 around Thanksgiv-
ing time that ended up not let-
ting me play the rest of the sea-
son due to complications with 
my chest. I definitely missed 
not playing and I’m glad to be 
able to play this year with no 



restrictions,” said Keith.
  “The biggest challenge that I 
have faced as a player is being 
too hard on myself and getting 
in my own head,” said Dun-
ning.
   Katie Coorey says one of 
the biggest challenges for her 
is staying connected with the 
sport as she gets older. “COVID 
messing with our season last 
year as well as still having its 
effects this year has made it 
difficult not to get discouraged 
but my love for the sport has 
kept me coming back.  I feel 
like this season so far has been 
such a positive experience for 
me compared to previous sea-
sons with my teammates and 
my coaches that it has made me 
want to play and improve, not 
just go through the same mo-
tions I do every winter.”
   “The biggest challenge I have 
faced as a player was when I 
broke my back during basket-
ball season. This put a huge 
dent in my basketball career 

making me have to work even 
harder to achieve my goals,” 
said Hughes.
   “The biggest challenge I have 
faced would be stepping away 
from my old school where I 
have been playing with the 
same girls all throughout grade 
school,” said Merz.
   “I really don’t have a chal-
lenge in coaching girls specif-
ically. My biggest challenge is 
being open and knowing the 
athletes on our current team 
are multi-sport athletes that are 
dedicated to many more sports 
other than basketball,” said 
Coach Ducolon
   The girls say the best thing 
about being on a basketball 
team is the connection you 
make with your teammates.
  “The best thing about being on 
the girl’s basketball team is the 
atmosphere. There is no drama 
and we are all friends. We know 
when we can mess around and 
have fun and when we need to 
work,” said Dunning.

   “The best thing about being 
on the girl’s basketball team is 
that we always pick each oth-
er up. No matter how much 
we are down or are losing by, 
we are there for each other. I 
have also loved getting to know 
people better and making new 
friends,” said Merz.
   “The best thing about being 
on a girls basketball team is be-
ing able to share the love and 
joy for the sport. Having people 
just like you when you’re do-
ing something you love makes 
the team so much better,” said 
Hughes.
   Katie Coorey says the best 
things for her are her team-
mates, and the little basketball 
family they have. “So many 
of my friends, who I talk to on 
the daily, play basketball with 
me and it’s nice to know that 
no matter what I always have 
a group of friends somewhere. 
We push each other to get bet-
ter and support each other. We 
always have fun whether it be 
during practice or on the court, 
or during our team dinners and 
team bonding, but we also put 
the work in when we need to.  
We encourage each other and 
cheer each other on and it’s nice 
to have that.”
   “One of the best things about 
being on the girls basketball 
team is the relationships you 
form with your teammates that 
you can’t find anywhere else,” 
said Keith.
   “The best part of coaching 
girls basketball is that girls are 
much more fundamental when 
it comes to the sport. I have 
long said if you want to truly 
learn how to play basketball 
watch women’s college bas-
ketball. They know how to use 
footwork, body positions, com-
munication among many other 

aspects,” said Ducolon.
   The team hopes to hone its 
skills and make it farther into  
the tournament this year. “My 
goals this year are to win more 
games than last season,” said 
Keith.
   “My goal for this season is to 
get better as a player all around 
in different skills,” said Dun-
ning.
   “My personal goals for this 
season are just to continue to 
improve moving forward and 
to get better at things that I may 
be struggling with.  As for the 
team, I hope we can keep com-
ing together and working to-
gether to win games and make 
each other better.  I hope that 
after a tough season last year, 
we can start fresh again and 
work hard to make it all it can 
be,” said Coorey.
   “My goals for this season 
are to improve as a player and 
for my team to improve as a 
whole,” said Hughes.
   Ducolon works with the play-
er to get better and progress 
further in their skill sets, he also 
hopes that they learn to have a 
positive view on themselves. 
“I have a saying I say: ‘There 
are two types of people in this 
world. Those who say they can 
and those who say they can’t 
and both are right’.  If you say 
you can’t do something you 
will never be able to do it. If 
you don’t believe in yourself, 
how can others?  My vision 
for this team is to improve our 
standings in the SBAAC. We 
have improved our skills with 
repetition. With that said, the 
girls have started to progress 
onto the next level of reps to 
help them get better for games.”


