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   Science Olympiad is an aca-
demic competition that middle
and high school students par-
ticipate in. The season starts in
October and continues all the
way to May, and involves 23 top-
ics that cover college level mate-
rial in science, technology, engi-
neering and math. Recently, the
New Richmond Middle School
“Team Black” Science Olympiad
placed third among other middle
schoolers participating at
Northmont High School while
also being the top team from the

Cincinnati area.
    The middle school students
from New Richmond placed first
in the Fossils event, second in
both Entomology and Experi-
mental Design and 12 top 6 rib-
bons.
   Ursula Miller is the executive
director of the New Richmond
Schools Education Foundation,
which sponsors the New Rich-
mond Science Olympiad team.
   “The students, they are an ex-
ceptional group," said Miller.

"Not only are they dedicated to
Science Olympiad, most play
sports and participate in a vari-
ety of other extra-curricular ac-
tivities throughout this
program's long season."
   Even though Science Olym-
piad participants are relatively
young, the material they  are ex-
pected to master is college level
in difficulty.
    “Science Olympiad is arguably
one of the most rigorous aca-
demic competitions in existence
for middle and high school stu-
dents in the United States. The
word “Olympics” is in the name
for a reason. Science Olympiad
is a contest of ability and endur-
ance, much like its name sake ath-
letic counterpart.  Also, there are
invitational competitions, all of
which take place only on week-
ends. The competitions them-
selves take seven hours to con-
duct, not including the impound
portion of the day for build de-
vices, test scoring and the

awards ceremony. In Ohio, there
are approximately three invita-
tional competitions per month in
January and February. District
competitions take place in March
across Ohio with the state com-
petition in mid April. The national
competition is in mid May. We
must do well at the regional level
to qualify for state and only the
top one or two teams from each
state advance to nationals.”
   Middle School teacher Andrea
Schultz is the co-coach of the
‘PictureThis’event,which she
describes as:  “like Pictionary
with science terms,”and the par-
ent of a student in Science Olym-
piad.
    “Members of Science Olym-
piad are invited to join the team
by the science teachers in their
school. Practices are 1-6 days a
week depending on the events,
generally from 2:30-4 with some
events practicing on the week-
ends. Some of the events that
students participate in are study
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events. Other events require
building contraptions such as
bottle rockets and gliders. Time
is spent testing designs before a
competition.”
    “Science Olympiad allows the
students to explore an area of
science that interests them, it is
more hands on and builds the
concept of teamwork. It gives
students another avenue to par-
ticipate in after school activities.
They also have an opportunity
to meet new people and work
together to problem solve,” ex-
plained Schultz.
   NRHS science teacher, Pat
Crowley, is entering his first year
at the middle school level of Sci-
ence Olympiad.
   “ There are no requirements to
join, just an interest in science.
Students are placed in events ac-

cording to interests/strengths.
This is a statewide and regional
event. There are many rivals from
all over the state of Ohio, from
Columbus to Dayton. In Cincin-
nati, some schools that are usu-
ally good are Mason and Lakota,
among others.”
   Advanced ability in science
and math is a basic component
of Science Olympiad team mem-
bership, according to Miller.
    “Participants are chosen
among students in advanced sci-
ence and/or math classes at
NRMS. As many as five ninth-
grade students also are allowed
to be part of the middle school
team per the Science Olympiad
rules. Those high school stu-
dents were previously members
of the middle school Sci Oly team.

This year we also have one
home-school student on the
team,” she said.
   Crowley added that Science
Olympiad requires a significant
time and effort commitment from
students involved.
   “Science Olympiad season ba-
sically runs from September to
the end of March. It is long as
there are many invitational com-
petitions sponsored by school
districts and all teams try to com-
pete as much as possible in or-
der to be ready for regionals in
early spring, and hopefully move
on after that. Thus far, I have
been impressed as to how our
students have performed. Like
any team in any sport, being part
of an organization is always a
lesson in teamwork and coopera-
tion,” said Crowley.
   One of the new coaches this
year is New Richmond parent
Amy Weiskittel.
   “I am coaching two events this
year, ‘Can't Judge a Powder’ and
‘Crime Busters’, so I can offer
you a coach's perspective. With
Mr. Grischow leaving the district
last year and no teacher to re-
place him, the team structure was
forced to move forward under a
volunteer-based model, which is

new to New Richmond but com-
mon among the most competi-
tive teams statewide.  There are
many volunteer coaches this
year helping the team, many of
whom are subject-matter ex-
perts.”
   Weiskittel’s professional back-
ground as a scientist gives her a
wealth of experience as a Science
Olympiad coach.
    “I am a Principal Researcher at
Lyondellbasell Industries and  I
am one of the lead scientists in
the analytical microscopy lab
doing research on plastics. I
have also been a past Science
Olympiad judge and am an ad-
vocate for science education. I
have a sophomore that partici-
pated in Science Olympiad three
years ago, a 7th grader that is
currently participating in the pro-
gram, and a 5th grader at LCE.”
   Crime Busters and Can't Judge
a Powder are events that use
chemistry and problem solving
skills to make observations or
solve a "crime".
   “Students test powders, iden-
tify fingerprints and hair or syn-
thetic fibers. The skills that stu-
dents learn in these types of
events are very similar to what
real scientists do every day,
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whether it is in an analytical lab
or a forensic lab. Because each
student must be prepared to
compete in numerous subjects
and each Invitational schedule
is different, it truly takes the
mindset of an Olympian to do
well in Science Olympiad.
   Students participating in Sci-
ence Olympiad are required to
study different material for each
meet and this study time, accord-
ing to Weiskittel, has many ben-
efits for their future education.
   “Students may need to study
for Anatomy or Solar Systems for
one meet and then have to be
prepared for Robo-cross or En-
tomology the next. The study
time invested for these students
is well spent because most these
subjects are ones they will have
again in high school and college.
    Weiskittel added that the con-
cept of Science Olympiad, with
practice times occurring after
school, on weekends or in the
evening, emphasizes teamwork.
   “The students are partnered so

that they can also study together
or independently after school as
there are volunteers available at
the middle school library for stu-
dents to practice. As a scientist,
I’m thrilled to see our students
enjoy science as much as I do,”
said Weiskittel.
    Science Olympiad is very
much a team competition, said
Miller.   Each partner plays a vi-
tal role. The teams who work well
together generally perform the
best.”
   “As a test of how students
work together, it’s important for
a team to “divide and conquer”
the material because there is a
lot to cover in a very short time
span.  One student might be the
designated respondent while his
or her partner is the researcher
looking for an answer to a ques-
tion neither person knows by
memory.  This kind of rapport is
what the students “practice” in
advance,” she added.
   The actual competitions fea-
ture study and lab events, that

are tested in writing and build
events, which require students
to actually construct a device
according to specific guidelines.
   “For study and  lab events, stu-
dents are given 50 minutes to
take either a written test that cov-
ers material in their event or to
perform a series of tasks,” said
Miller.    “However, Science Olym-
piad tests are not typical tests.
The tests are designed to be es-
pecially challenging and a single
note sheet can’t possibly cover
all of the material over which stu-
dents will be tested. So, there is
a lot of strategy and collabora-
tion that goes into the creation
of a note sheet or binder, and
team work during the test to maxi-
mize the opportunity to answer
questions correctly

   “For build events, students are
generally given about 10 minutes
to demonstrate the quality and
effectiveness of their device. For
example, one of the build events
this year is bridge building. Stu-
dents come to the competition
with a bridge already built to cer-
tain predetermined specifications
on size and weight. The students
are scored on a combination of
how much their bridge weighs
(lighter is better) and how much
weight it can hold before it
breaks.”
   This year, there has been some
reorganization of the Science
Olympiad team, mainly due to the
departure of middle school
teacher Josh Grischow, who had
been the head coach the past few
years.



   “He, along with two other sci-
ence teachers, developed and ran
our program for seven consecu-
tive years. Under Mr. Grischow,
Pam Hughes and Tina Grippa,
our program steadily improved
as evidenced by our strong per-
formance at the 2014 regional
and state competitions. Main-
taining the program without Mr.
Grischow or Mrs. Grippa was no
easy task, said Miller.
   A large number of volunteers
who have stepped up to coach
the team, have made that transi-
tion successful, said Miller.
   “Mrs. Hughes remains a criti-
cal part of our program that has
evolved from an all-teacher

coached program to a commu-
nity run model that includes
other teachers, some of whom
are parents of Sci Oly students
and some who aren’t, as well as
parents of students who are sub-
ject-matter experts,” she said.
   Miller said that so far, the goals
of not only maintaining the pro-
gram, but improving it have been
met.
   “Our top goals were to main-
tain and continue to improve the
program, as well as establish a
new organizational structure that
would allow Science Olympiad
to continue forever into the fu-
ture at NRMS. So far, we are
achieving those goals.  Our next

goal was not only to maintain the
program but to continue to im-
prove it. I’m happy to report that
so far we have done so by match-
ing and slightly exceeding our
results at the invitational com-
petitions this year compared to
last year.”
   Proud of the results, the stu-
dents involved, and the commu-
nity coaches and parent volun-
teers, Miller said she looks for-
ward to continuing the tradition
of the New Richmond team be-
ing one of the top performers in
the state.
   “I am proud of our results for
many reasons. Most important,
we overcame significant chal-
lenges this year to transition into
a new organizational structure
with 19 community coaches and
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another half dozen parent vol-
unteers helping with after school
and weekend practices. Most of
these volunteers had never
coached an academic team until
now.” 
   “As for the students, they are
an exceptional group. Not only
are they dedicated to Science
Olympiad, most play sports and
participate in a variety of other
extra-curricular activities
throughout this program’s long
season, she continued.



   That time is fast approaching
again when the many talents of
New Richmond High School will
put on a display at the annual
talent show. The show usually
comes in two separate perfor-
mances. One at the end of a
school day where everyone who
buys a ticket gets out of class,
and one at night for all the par-
ents and adults to come see.
   Talent show coordinator Susan
Griffin shared some of her
thought’s on this year’s upcom-
ing show. “I'd like it to be amaz-
ingly successful, especially since
both shows are fundraisers.  The
daytime show benefits Lions
Reach Out and the evening show
benefits After Prom.  I'd also like
to attract a wider variety of acts
this year--we're always very
heavy vocal/instrumental music

New Richmond’s got talent
Annual show brings plenty of memories; looks for new acts
By Tristin Baumann

and I'd love to see some com-
edy, parody, dramatic theatre.”
   “No idea yet,” said Griffin about
who she expects to be in this
year’s show, “although I'm sure
Jenny Roberts and Charlie
Spicker will do something and I'm
looking forward to seeing Cole
Thompson perform again.  I hope
we can also bring back a couple
of the elementary and middle
school performers we've had in
the last couple of years.”
   The talent show itself has been
around beyond several
years.“I've done it for about
seven years, I think,” Griffin said,
“and Mrs. Myers did it for quite
a while before me.”
   Griffin shared some of the
wacky and wondrous things
she’s seen over the years. “Lots
of good/funny memories here:

Annie Patrick's little nephew
singing Bruno Mars last year
was adorable!  Sam Tremper for-
getting the words to his song and
then forgetting his mic was on
when he said a non-school-ap-
propriate word is funny now--
not real funny at the time!  Jason
Graser and his friends did a hi-
larious parody of a Village People
song the first year I did the
show.”
   “Some absolutely awesome tal-
ent--I'm not sure anyone had re-
ally heard Cole Thompson play
until last year's show and he's
incredible!  We had a little girl a
couple of years ago do an Alicia
Keys song who was amazing.
Vance Perkins was an awesome
performer the few years he was
in the show.”
   Griffin commented on the time

allotted for performances, and if
the time needed to be extended.
“No, I think an hour and a half
for the daytime one is perfect and
the evening show no longer than
two hours--last year's was way
too long and I'm going to limit
the number of acts for that show
this year.”
   Griffin said that she plans to
start sign-ups for both shows
around March 1, so watch your
calendar and save the date.
   “I’m going to be limiting the
try outs to only one date this
year,” she said, and acts do need
to know that both shows will be
limited to a smaller number of acts
this year and stage time for re-
hearsals will also be very limited.
Long story short, if you want to
be in the show, practice, prac-
tice, practice.”
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   In my life, as well as many oth-
ers, music is a form of escape and
a way of life. It has influenced
my life greatly to the point it that
I can’t live without it. Everyone I
know likes something to do with
music whether it’s singing, play-
ing and instrument, drama, the-
ater, etc. People with a passion
for these things often are really
fun and good friends, which are
all of my friends because I’m a
drama/music/theater nerd and so
are they
   The definition of music: vocal
or instrumental sounds (or both)
combined in such a way as to
produce beauty of form, har-
mony, and expression of emo-
tion. Although this is true, I do
not believe this is the actual defi-
nition. Music is the fundamental
practice of being able to express

  Stuff n’ Thangs
  By Hunter Gilpin

Music is love, Music is life
The thing that changed my life, as well as many others

yourself in a way that nothing
else in the world can even
achieve. Many also believe that
it is indefinable and yes, it is, but
everyone has their own interpre-
tation of it.
   The way music provides an
escape for me is it tunes out all
the idiots in my life (I won’t men-
tion any names, but you should
know who you are.) It lets me
feel like all my troubles are not in
the same world with me, like they
just vanished out of the world.
   My interpretation of escape is
a break from reality and I use mu-
sic to practice this. Although
escape is never truly possible,
music is a good filler for that. It
brings society together, helps the
mentally ill, and connects differ-
ent cultures. Without the occur-
rence of music, the world would

be a horrible place, in my opin-
ion. More wars, more competi-
tiveness, and more stress within
my high school mind and I might
hurt someone without music in
this world or my life.
   Another way that music helps
with life is it is a way to express
freely and not be judged. I write
poems that I turn into songs,
which help me lift my mood and
the moods of the people around
me.
   Everyone should be required
to take at least one music class
to see if they have a talent or
not. That would make school go
easier for most people, especially
those who  haven’t found a hid-
den talent yet.
   . Sure you may think you’re
very bad at singing, but have you
tried an instrument? The point is

music can bring the best out of
people and let them be them-
selves when they normally can’t.
It’s wonderful, music is.
   This column may seem a little
preachy and I would have to
agree but I have a very strong
opinion about music. It isn’t like
anything else in the world; it’s
undefinable and it’s great to be
surrounded by stuff that you
don’t know quite  what it is and
yet you know exactly what it
does for you and how it makes
you feel.  It’s better to just say:
Music is love.  Music is life.

Teens don’t need fancy cars
Why newer drivers are better off with older vehicles
   As many can see, most teens
nowadays own their own car. But
do teenagers really need to be
driving $40,000 dollar cars?
    Now don’t get me wrong, I
know a lot of teenagers don't
drive that fancy of cars, but some
do. Now it’s great if you have
that kind of money to purchase
a really nice car, but is it really
worth it to have it as a teenager?
   My sister and I share my
grandma’s old car, which is a
1997 Saturn. Many people make
jokes about it, but honestly, at
least we have a car to drive and
it does get really good gas mile-
age.
    Even if my car is over 10 years
old, it still has its benefits.
   Like I said, it has really good
gas milage, and, the seat belts
buckle by themselves so you

never have to worry about buck-
ling up if you have a tendency
of forgetting. Although there
may be many nice things about
owning an expensive car, hav-
ing an old/beat up car is not all
that bad. The main thing that’s
great about having a non fancy,
old car is the money it saves!
   Obviously, when I move out
and go to college, my little sister
will be getting the car and I will
eventually save up money to buy
myself a nice, new vehicle. So in
the long run, it is not technically
beneficial to have a really nice
car when you’re a teenager.
   Another reason why it isn’t
worth it to have a fancy car as a
new driver is because teens get
into more crashes than adults.  It
is pretty obvious, but as most
people know, teens are known

to be more reckless of driver than
older, more experienced drivers.
   So if you happened to get into
a crash or wreck your car some-
how, it would be less of a big
deal if you wrecked an older car
rather than wrecking a very new
car. If you’re a teen with your
drivers license, obviously,
you’re a new driver. You’re less
experienced. So why take the
chance?
   Also, in my opinion, newer cars
lack the idea of simplicity. Don’t
get me wrong, some of the cars
that are coming out in today’s
society are crazy cool. It’s unbe-
lievable that in cars today there
are DVD players, iPod docks,
rear-window cameras and a mil-
lion other little gadgets, but all
of those things come with a
pretty hefty price tag.

    Cars nowadays are awesome,
but are they too awesome? The
price people are paying for cars
these days is ridiculous. In fact,
the most expensive car in the
world is a 1962 Ferrari 250 GTO
which was just sold for $34.65
million. That’s crazy.
   So in the end, it is better to drive
a less nice, older car in your early
years of driving than to have a
really expensive car. So make fun
of my 1997 Saturn all you want;
it’s helping to get that fancy car
in the long run.
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   Is it not weird to think what is
supposed to be the sweetest
holiday of the year is represented
by some of the most repulsive
and bland candy any person’s
tongue would ever taste.
   To be honest, I would rather
eat those lollipops with bugs en-
cased that are given as gag gifts
at parties rather than Sweethearts
candy hearts. If your mouth has
never been defiled by the dry-
ness of a “sweet,” powdery
candy heart, I advise you keep it
that way.
   If you were that child that had
a taste for peculiar, out-of-the-
ordinary items and know what
sidewalk chalk or a stick of de-
odorant tastes like, you wouldn’t
even need to taste these candy
hearts. All you would need to do
is envision your normally sali-
vating tongue becoming the
same humidity of the Mojave
Desert and recollect the horrible
taste of sidewalk chalk dust pow-

dering a heart-shaped piece of
cardboard that says “Hug Me.”
More like, “Do Yourself a Favor
and Throw Me Away!”
   I’m fairly certain the only rea-
son Sweethearts® is still sold
every year is because of their ap-
pearance. They appear to be a
box full of sweet, little tart with a
nice, loving message. Then you
are almost excited to eat one ev-
ery year, forgetting the gallons
of water the year before to drain
the taste out of your mouth, you
pop one  into your mouth… then
it all comes back! As you instinc-
tively have already bitten down
and let the deodorant ball that
calls itself “candy” disperse its
virus of “disgusti-initis” in to
your once sacred mouth. You re-
member why you immediately
spit out every powder particle
emitted from that crushed heart
and continue to do it again.
   It’s almost sad, you feel bad
for the cute, little hearts for tast-

ing so ugly. They seem so harm-
less and just want to be loved,
represented with sweet, heart-
warming statements: “Love
You,” “Smile,” “Got Love,” Miss
You,” “Cutie Pie,” and many
more. As your tongue cringes
inside your mouth, feeling be-
trayed, you almost feel bad for
the little “sweetheart.” Then re-
member it’s the cute face of the
devil candy that deceives you
every  year with its enticing
looks then defiles your
tastebuds who have done noth-
ing but brought you the joy of
eating delicious foods over the
years.
   In writing this column, I advise
anyone who reads this to just
leave that light pink box un-
opened this February 14th, no
matter who gave it to you;  it’s
not worth the disgust. If you
don’t read this column and for-
get about the dissatisfaction
and bad taste those “candies”

leave you with on Valentine’s
Day and end up popping one, or
even a few into your mouth, all I
can say is, have mercy on your
taste buds.
   Considering this is an opinion,
it may only be me that feels this
way, but I’m glad I am because
to fall to the deception of those
candies to the point I would ever
believe they’re even slightly sat-
isfying would be the confirma-
tion that my mind has officially
left the building. The only thing
that could follow liking “Sweet-
hearts” candy hearts would be
to start not liking Chipotle, buf-
falo wings, and jalapeno poppers
(some of the best foods in the
world.)

   JOEJOEJOEJOEJOE
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   By Joe Maxwell

Sweetest day... worst candy
Valentine’s Day “sweets” not living up to the name

   When you think of Ohio, you
typically think of small towns,
close-knit families and a lot more
camo than anyone can handle.
Living in a state that has fewer
stoplights than we do cows, you
would expect everyone to love
everything to do to country, but
there are more than a few (totally
uninformed, in my opinion)
people who don’t want anything
to do with it.
   Don’t even get me started on
the great thing called country
music. Country music uses gui-
tar, fiddle, drums, steel guitar, and
keyboard. Now, I can under-
stand why some people don’t
enjoy it, because I will admit some
lyrics are very cheesy and some
of the actual tunes are a little too
redneck-like even for this great
state, but I still don’t understand
why people feel the need to bag

“Yee Haw!” Is country music too backwoods for Ohio?

on country music as a whole.
   Everyone stereotypes country
music to singing about only four
things, drinking, muddin’ hunt-
ing and not being able to get
over an ex girlfriend. I will admit
that a lot of country songs are
based on love and there are quite
a few that have to do with either
hunting or hunting dogs. Love
songs can be a little too sappy
for some people, bitter people in
my opinion, but there are quite a
few songs that have nothing to
do with those four stereotypes.
   Country music, in my opinion,
is feel good music, something
you can listen to whether you
are in a bad mood or a good mood
and will lift your spirits higher
either way. Different artists tend
to sing about the same idea and
concerns, but none of them are
exactly alike, as everyone acts

like all the songs are.
   For all of the people who like
stereotype people who enjoy
country music to toothless
rednecks who less than a 5th
grade reading level, it’s found
that:  “Forty-three percent of
people who purchased a recent
vehicle that cost more than
$30,000 were country music
fans.” (http://
www.billboard.com/biz/articles/
country/1177554/new-statistics-
about-country-music-fans-re-
vealed-at-billboard-country).
We might like our big pickup
trucks, but we do our research
and figure out which truck is the
best to go muddin’ in.
   As many country music fans
as we have in Ohio and as much
as you would expect us to be the
number one country listening
state is the United States, we are

not in the top ten states that lis-
ten to country music, with Ken-
tucky being number four and
Texas being the state that listens
to the most. (http://
www.countrystandardtime.com/
b l o g / c o u n t r y m i k e /
entry.asp?xid=382)
   “Hard core” country songs are
only made for certain ears, but
most songs aren’t as bad as
people say they are. I think ev-
eryone should give country a try
and realize that living in Ohio,
country music is in your blood.

The Messenger gets down to the bottom of the “redneck” genre
K a y l e e ’ s

 Commentary
By Kaylee
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   Coming back to school after almost two

weeks of sitting at home and doing nothing
is a hard adjustment. Having stayed up all
night and not used my brain for anything,
classes are suddenly a lot harder. Changing
schedules and having to go to classes I’ve
never been in and going to new teachers
while not seeing my friends also adds to
those complications.
With many students
not being happy with
their schedule, the
first week back is full
of stress and frustra-
tion.
   Most students seem
to have problems with
their new schedules,
probably because of
the fact that it’s all so new. People fall into
their own routine and that’s hard to break
when they’re so used to it. Even a week after
school resumes, there are students still wait-
ing in line outside the counselor’s office
wanting to change their schedule.
   With 120 students in the Troubadours, this
puts a lot of pressure on some classes. My
fourth period chemistry class has 29 stu-
dents in it, while the second period class
has about 31 teenagers sitting in it. Com-
pared to these numbers, the fifth period
chemistry class has less than twenty be-
cause that’s when the Troubs are in class.

   There are students who sign up for a class
and can’t be put into it because of the large
number already there. So many students get
placed in elective classes that they have little
to no interest in and resort to switching out
of it. But there are in some cases where a
particular class is so popular that there is no
way to get in and there may be no other op-
tion for students to switch in for that one
period.
   Then there are those classes that have al-
most no students, whether because the class
is so advanced or it’s just not something
that many are interested in. AP Geography
is a class with few students because many
don’t think they can handle the intense cur-
riculum of a college class. That class only
has eleven students in it, and it isn’t the only
class with fewer than fifteen people in it. The

Starting the new year

By Ciera
Moore

Moore is More

seventh period journalism class only has
nine students in  it, most likely because many
students don’t want the responsibility of
writing for the school paper. The second
period British Literature class only has six
people because people didn’t do the sum-
mer reading assignments.
   Hopefully, before Martin Luther King Day,

though,  all students will be
content with their schedules
and settled into their classes. I
think that one of the main rea-
sons students wanted to
change their schedules was
because they're different from
what they had first semester.
Breaking a routine is hard to
do and seems very sudden af-
ter a two week holiday break.

   Student preferences have been taken into
consideration when it comes to adding some
new classes for next year. . In many classes,
students have taken surveys about possible
classes to be offered in the future. With the
input of students, this could help reduce the
number of schedule changes that students
sign up for when they come back to school.
   But for the students who still aren’t in their
desired class, I think that after a few weeks
they’ll get used to it. They might even end
up enjoying the class that they at first were
not interested in or didn’t like. Many of the
classes I didn’t like the first week were made
more enjoyable when I started to interact with
the other students that I didn’t previously
know.
   In the end students aren’t always going to
get what they want when it comes to a class;
they won’t always have friends in that class,
and they might not particularly like that
teacher. All of this is part of the high school
experience and I think that students should
try to focus more on their studies and work
instead of the other problems. School will be
over before you know it, and spending time
complaining about your schedule won’t make
it any more enjoyable.
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The Messenger  would like
to remember Mrs.

Betty McKenney as
we begin our 75th
year, and once again,
thank her for her

many contributions to our paper.
   We would also like to remember  Ms.
Diana Spinnati, for her support and
encouragement of our student journal-
ism program.
    The Messenger appreciates our ad-
ministrators, both past and present,
who have supported both the newspa-
per and the journalism program at
NRHS.
   Opinions expressed in The Messen-
ger are the opinions of the writers
only and not necessarily the opinions
of the adviser or administration of
New Richmond High School.
   The Messenger accepts letters to
the editor and guest columns and will
publish both at the discretion of the
newspaper staff and as space permits.
Both items must be signed by the writ-
ers.
   The Messenger’s regular monthly is-
sues are now online only and are avail-
able on the high school’s and district’s
web sites.  The Senior Issue will be
printed, and will be available for pur-
chase at school at the beginning of
April . The cost of a senior issue
mailed directly to your home is $8.
   Please direct comments or questions
about the paper or its contents to the

adviser,  at 553-
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Swimmer, dancer, activist, college girl
A look into the life of student Grace Williams
By: Sadie LaRocque

   Since her freshman year, Grace
has changed quite a bit. "I'm
more mature, not as mean and
violent, and since I've started
PSEOP, I've taken on more of a
college persona rather than a
high school persona," she said,
"I still have a particular taste in
music, but it has evolved slightly.
I have become obsessed over
certain books, TV shows, mov-
ies, and singers. Ed Sheeran and
Taylor Swift, in particular. In
swimming, I've developed from
only being able to do the
freestyle and backstroke to do-
ing all four strokes. I'm usually
in the 200 IM(individual medley)
since I've gotten better."
   While Grace has changed over
the past four years, so have her
goals and ambitions. "I used to
be much more ambitious. I
wanted to do all these crazy
things, that at this point seem
unrealistic. Now, I'd like to gradu-
ate high school and get through
college with a B average," she
said, "My goal is to find a good
job as a teacher someday and
become the Mr. Crowley or Mr.
Harris of the school."
   Grace has a strong set of core
values she follows. "My main
value I go by is: try hard at what-
ever you do, don't give up half-
way through, quitting is not an
option. I also believe that people
should be in a committed rela-
tionship before engaging in
rather physical activities. Also,
finding a creative outlet is impor-
tant to express yourself and deal
with frustrations," she said.
   Grace has had many great
memories during her time in high
school, but one in particular she
will never forget. The story of
how Zack Rolfes got his nick-
name, Spew. "It was pajama day
during Spirit Week my freshman
year. I was walking down the
hallway to lunch, and my now
friend, Zack Rolfes, was walking
toward to me. I did a silly walk

for some reason, so he recipro-
cated with an equally silly walk,
swinging his arms. While doing
so, his soda can flew out of his
paper bag, slammed into the door
of Mrs. Griffin's classroom,
popped open, and started spew-
ing everywhere. Mrs. Griffin
came out to ask what was going
on and we went to get paper tow-
els to clean it up. I'll never forget
that day, the day Zack got his
nickname Spew," she explained.
   Williams has also had some
great memories outside of
school. One of these memories
was the party that her family had
for one of her relatives. “We had
a surprise party for my great-
grandmother, which wasn’t the
best idea, considering she was
in her 90s. We rolled her up in a
wheelchair backwards into the
house, where there were about
30 people standing in the living
room. When we turned her
around and she saw them, she
called us ‘a bunch of little turds.’
It was a great memory,” she said.
   When she was in elementary
school, Williams was picked on
sometimes. “I went to Locust
Corner Elementary and there was
a kid in my class who always
made fun of people. I was talk-
ing to him one day and men-
tioned that I liked chili so he
called me ‘Chili’ from then on,”
she said, “I hated when he called
me Chili and made fun of me so
I’d always go to the office about
it.”
   Williams also has a rather crazy
family. “They’re crazy but I love
them. I don’t know half of my
dad’s side of the family or how
I’m related to them, but I see them
like twice a year and we get
along,” she said, “My mom’s side
of the family, I see more often.
We go on a camping trip every
year and it’s a lot of fun. We used
to play kickball, until my uncle
blew out his knee.”
   Doing PSEOP is helping Will-

iams get her college courses fin-
ished sooner, so she can get a
job in the field she wants to. She
said, “In the future, I want to be-
come a teacher and hopefully I’ll
get married. When I retire, I’d like
to go on an adventure and see
the world.” Williams is currently
taking a calculus course and an
English course at UC Clermont
college for PSEOP and plans on
doing some school after gradu-
ating close to home. “My plan is
to go to Northern Kentucky Uni-
versity for two years and then
go to Bowling Green State Uni-
versity for the next two years,
since NKU is closer to home and
cheaper,” she explained.
   In school, there are some
things that Williams would like
to see changed. “I would like
teachers to treat us more like
adults like Mr. Harris, Mr.
Crowley, and Mr. Heflin, the mu-
sic teacher, treat us,” she said,
“In the community, I’d like to see
more tolerance for controversial
issues like mental illness and
marriage. Tolerance for marriage
would be nice because there are
some people that still oppose
mixed-race and gay marriage be-
cause of personal reasons,
mainly religious, but it shouldn’t

be that way.”
   Williams has certain character-
istics she looks for in friends. “I
look for someone who will be
mostly honest that I can trust. I
tend to look for a long term friend
rather than a short term friend,
but I try not to be picky because
I have a hard enough time as it is
when it comes to friendships,”
she said.
   She wants adults to know that
her and her friends are “deeply
troubled teenagers and have is-
sues, but it’s normal for really
anyone.” As for strangers, there
are some other things that need
to be known about her. “I’m not
a guy! Apparently that needs to
be said because so many people
call me sir, boy, or something to
that extent. It is kind of irritating
to be called a guy all the time,
just because of my hair cut,” she
said, “They should also know
that I seem really tough but I’m
really a giant softy. Some small
children tell me that I can be
pretty scary, but I’m not. It’s
pretty easy to hurt my feelings,
especially when talking about
Hank (my car), my family, or about
me. Sometimes I can laugh it off
but other times, it’s not that
easy.”



 Cole Thompson is an up and

coming performer here at New
Richmond High School. He is
known at the school for his vi-
brant and lively performance at
last year’s talent show, when he
performed a song that he had
written himself. This ambitious
junior plays a multitude of instru-
ments and loves being in the
spotlight. His deep love for mu-
sic is the fuel that has made him
want to pursue this talent and
what pushed him to keep prac-
ticing as much as he does. He
had been in a contest held by
Indi.com and landed in the top
three, but now he is going to go
to Las Vegas next year where he
will audition for a spot on
America’s Got Talent.
   Last year, during his sopho-
more year, Thompson partici-

pated in the spring talent show.
After performing a duet with his
friend, where he played the gui-
tar and added  some vocals, he
played his own song that he had
written beforehand. During the
song he lifted his guitar behind
his head and continued playing,
resulting in the audience leap-
ing to their feet.
   Since then, Thompson has
been trying to play in front of an
audience as much as he can. “I
love the feeling. I like the rush I
get when I’m performing on
stage, I like knowing that my
music can make people happy.
So being on stage and seeing
that makes the whole experience
worth it. There really isn’t any-
thing I don’t like about perform-
ing, except maybe small crowds,”
said Thompson.

   Recently, Thompson decided
to audition for America’s Got
Talent. “I wanted to try out be-
cause I love playing for big
crowds, and everyone I play for
seems to like it and has never
seen anything like it. People say-
ing they like my playing made
me think that if they love it then
I might have a chance in the mu-
sic industry. I want to make
something of myself at a young
age.”
   There is some stress involved
with performing, according to
Thompson, “It stinks trying to
play something new that will im-
press people. Also, knowing that
not everybody in the audience
will love what you play. But the
biggest stress is the pre-perfor-
mance, when you have to set up
everything,” explain Thompson.

   Thompson has one main en-
joyment when he performs. “My
favorite part of being able to play
the guitar is the looks on
people’s faces when I’m doing
what I love for them. But the best
part is when people tell me that I
inspire them after a performance.
I play until my fingers bleed and
then play some more, so I like
the reward that they give me by
saying that,” said Thompson.
   Since he has been others’ in-
spiration, who is Thompson’s?
“My role model would probably
be Mitch Lucker. He was in a
death metal band and had every
stereotype against him, and
people trying to hold him back.
But he did the best he could and
made his intentions clear, mak-
ing him somebody I would look
up to.”

Famous musician in the making
“Guitar guy” Cole Thompson talks about his talent
By Ciera Moore



   Thompson has a quote that he
truly, deeply believes in. “The
phrase ‘Follow your bliss,’ be-
cause it means that everyone ex-
periences life in their own way
and no one will ever experience
it the way that you do yourself.
To me, it also means that you can
create your own opportunities
and path, meaning that you can
open doors where there were
only walls before.”
   Like everybody else in the
world, Thompson has faced
some challenges in his sixteen
years. “I’ve had issues with los-
ing people in the past and had a
lot of family problems. But luck-
ily, in the end, I can always turn
to music and people who I know
really care for me. People are go-
ing to judge you no matter what
you decide to do in life, so just
do what you want anyway,” he
explained.
   Since he officially dedicated
himself to be a performer,
Thompson's dreams have

changed. "I used to just want to
have a normal job, normal family,
normal everything. I didn't used
to think I was talented at all. But
when I started to play in front of
actual crowds I realized there was
nothing else I'd rather do, or can
do, with my life."
   Thompson hasn't always been
a natural on the guitar; he was
self-taught and didn't start play-
ing that long ago. "I've been
playing guitar for about seven
years now. I started in the fifth
grade and months before that ,I
had been bothering my mom be-
cause I wanted to learn how to
play. She never really agreed to
it so I was really lucky when I
found an old, battered case in
the back of a closet in my house
one day. The guitar inside was
really beat up and was missing
strings with even a hole in its
back. But I got it fixed and started
taking lessons, but that didn't re-
ally teach me anything. After a
year or two I started to teach my-

self and the rest is history," remi-
nisced Thompson.
   Thompson decided that music
was going to be a big part of his
future when he first started play-
ing the guitar. “Playing music is
a way to get out everything I’m
feeling when words can’t ex-
press it for me. Now that I con-
sider myself a musician, I obvi-
ously want to travel in the fu-
ture. I want to write music and
inspire people and have fun ev-
ery chance I get.”
   The young guitarist likes to
give out advice to others be-
cause the advice he’s gotten in
the past has helped him with his
future. “I was told not to change
myself for another person be-
cause one day it could be the
biggest mistake I’ve ever made.
I took the advice and still remem-
ber it today. I advise people to
remember that it’s never too late
to follow your dreams. Don’t let
people tell you what you can and
can’t do with your life, because
you can do anything you want

you just need the drive. Always
keep in mind that people will tell
you, you can’t, no matter what it
is,” said Thompson.
   For those who want to play the
guitar, Thompson says that there
is some skill needed. “It’s not all
about skill, mostly passion and
commitment. If you plan on learn-
ing to play you have to apply
yourself to the instrument. But
the skills that are involved are ac-
curacy and hand-eye coordina-
tion. You need to be able to move
your fingers fast enough to play.”
   Cole Thompson may be con-
sidered a rock star at New Rich-
mond High School, but there is
more to the seemingly laid back
musician. “I’m pretty open with
my friends and they know a lot
about me if I trust them. But like
everybody else, there’s a lot
more depth to me, I’m not just
the ‘guitar guy’. There’s the pas-
sion and everything behind it
and it makes me a pretty deep
dude,” concluded Thompson.

NRHS guitar hero: Cole Thompson in a favorite photo. Photo/
C. Thompson.
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   Jenny Roberts is a senior who
is well known for being the “life
of the party” here at school. She
is an actress who has had promi-
nent roles in school productions
such as Revising Josey and
Oklahoma. She is well known by
classmates for such famous
quotes as: “It’s like my soul is
on fire.” But most noticeable
above everything else is the
cheery, energetic and all-around
positive attitude that she brings
every day for herself and others
around her.
   Roberts described herself as di-
verse. “I do lots of things in dif-
ferent areas; I also like to chal-
lenge myself.”
   She also shared some of the
most important things that she
has learned. “Based on perform-
ing, it’s really okay. Making mis-
takes is just part of life. I’ve made
a fair-few messups, and I’ve kind
of learned to accept them and
that makes my life a whole lot
less stressful. I guarantee in ev-
ery performance I’ve messed up
at least once.”
   “Time management. And also
procrastination,” Roberts said ,in
reference to challenges she’s
faced and had to overcome. “I
discovered coffee last year, and
it was definitely how I helped
with time management. I learned
that it was really difficult to deal
with everything at once and co-
operate with everyone. Last year,
also I had troubles with my throat
and would get really sick right
before any concerts, and it was
really important for me to have
my voice. And then I want to a
vocal doctor and she helped me
out, and I’m still working on train-
ing my voice.”
   Roberts has three main core val-
ues. “My faith, definitely. It’s
definitely gotten me through a
lot of the struggles I’ve gone
through. That’s definitely my

main core value. Also trust. And
joy’s another one I like, because
I like making people happy.”
   Roberts shared some of her
proudest accomplishments. “I’m
going to  simplify it--I have two
I’m really proud of.  Spring of my
sophomore year I auditioned to
be an animator at the National
Catholic Conference and I got in.
I was one of 86 of us. Animators,
what they did, at this conference
of 27,000 teenagers at Lucas Oil
Stadium, basically they’re kind
of like leaders through song,
dance, and reading, and so I got
to be one of the few people who
got to perform. I was exhausted.
One girl slept under a table at
the convention center.”
   “The second accomplishment
was in cross country. I’m not a
very talented athlete. I started in
cross country my junior year.
My goal was to break 30 min-
utes by the end of the season. I
got to the last meet of the sea-
son, and the best part was Coach
Shebesta when he said, ‘As
soon as you finish your race I
want you to go back and run with
Jenny to the finish.’ It was prob-
ably one of my favorite moments
in high school. At some point, I
just pushed through to the fin-
ish. After I crossed the finish line,
just the two years I ran cross
country were worth it.”
   “Ideally, I would like to sing,
dance, and act on stage for the
rest of my life,” said Jenny talk-
ing about her future. “However,
knowing my limits, I have de-
cided that a career in business
will suit me well. I want to travel
all over the world, especially in
Europe. Eventually after my days
of traveling are over, I would like
to settle down with a husband,
have a few kids, and live a typi-
cal suburban lifestyle.”
   If Jenny had tons of money, she
would help others. “I would love

to go to impover-
ished countries
and help others
face to face. It
would be really
awesome if I could
be like Oprah and
build an entire
school for an area.
Sponsoring a child
seems to be some-
thing I would like to
do as well.”
Jenny’s ideal vaca-
tion involves a lot
of free time. “Hope-
fully I will be able
to tour Europe on
my own time at
some point in my
life. Of course, I
would hit all of the
tourist traps that come along
with the area, but ultimately, get-
ting hopelessly lost in a city
sounds like a great adventure. I
want to find my own favorite
spots to enjoy and join in on ac-
tivities on a whim. My vacation
involves a lot of freedom.”
   Jenny discussed what she
looks for in a friend. “I usually
become friends with people
based on a shared similarity.
Whether it be we both stay after
school or we love musicals, we
can generally find something to
talk about. Also, something that
I really appreciate is a person's
sincerity and honesty. A person
who is genuine in their words
and actions is something I like. I
guess it's always nice to have a
sense of humor, respect, compas-
sion, and common sense as well.
   She also defined what a hero is
in her opinion. “A hero is some-
one who stands for what he or
she believes in and fights for the
justice of the common good. I
never have really thought about
the words 'hero' per se, but I of-
ten find myself calling people

saints, which probably means
the same thing that hero means
to other people. It means that
these people are willing to put
their dignity and self on the line
in order to see their beliefs
through. Personally, Pope
Francis is a big hero of mine.
While staying true to the Catho-
lic church's teachings, he has
made headlines through his hu-
mility and concerns for the poor-
est of the poor. In addition, Mr.
Heflin, the current choir director,
is a hero of mine. For however
long he has been teaching, he
still has kept the same level of
compassion and respect for ev-
eryone he teaches. No matter
what stresses he may have, he
sets them all aside in order to
teach his students and help them
all grow as individuals. Also,
(and this may sound dumb)
Britney Spears is a hero, in my
opinion. She came back from a
rough year in 2007 and came back
stronger. She is one of those ce-
lebrities that I think I could prob-
ably have a regular conversation
with and still feel like she cared.”

A New Richmond soul on fire
The senior girl with her priorities straight
By Tristin Baumann



   Jenny shared what bothers her
most about kids today. “I think
that personally and
observationally, many kids have
lost the art of conversation and
the concept of earned gratifica-
tion. We have become so used
to everything being instant and
handed to us and are more con-
cerned with likes and followers
than authentic friends. We have
become shallow, and yet buried
ourselves deep in the devices we
carry, myself included in all of
these. It also bothers me that
adults don't realize the pressure
that kids nowadays face. Natu-
rally, everyone who has been an
adolescent has faced immense
levels of stress and the need to
fit in, but with each generation
comes new challenges. There
have been many times in my life

where I wanted to share with an
adult the struggles that I face on
a daily basis, but it is much easier
to smile and go along with their
beliefs because they are more set
in stone than mine. I have also
noticed that I have met many
people (peers and adults) who
have closed their minds to any
opinions other than their own. I
just read an article about things
that humans naturally do that
they cannot help, and one in-
cluded how we tend to surround
ourselves with those who share
our beliefs. Therefore, many of
us believe that our opinions are
more common and tend to shut
out the beliefs of others. We all
need to be a little more open
minded of people's opinions or
at least not try to shove our opin-
ions down other's throats.”

   “My friends and I are not per-
fect,” is what Jenny said she
wants adults to know. “However,
we are trying our best to suc-
ceed in this unfair world. We've
all had our own experiences that
have shaped us into the people
we are currently. There are some
things that we have gone
through that you would never
possibly imagine. But, through
these experiences, we have
found ourselves and we have
found each other. We are all bro-
ken in our own ways, but to-
gether, we are united and whole.”
   Jenny explained what her most
prized possessions were. “The
photos that my family has taken
of me during the years that I
don't necessarily remember. The
good thing is that I have memo-
ries to remember most of my im-
portant moments, but the ones
of me as a baby I don't remember
as well and would like to have.”
She finished with something that
she wants people to know about

her. “I work hard every day to
try to please as many people as I
can. I'll admit it, I will attempt to
make people happy to a fault. I
guess people don't see me in my
insecurities and low times. I try
to keep that hidden from people.
It's much easier to be Jenny the
performer or Jenny the listener
than to open up to people with
my own struggles. People may
think it seems effortless to do so
many things, (which for some
reason I thought was a good idea
at one time) but in reality, it re-
ally isn't. I try. I try so hard some-
times to keep my fragmented life
together that I often lose sight
of the important things that I
have. I don't want to complain
about what I have to deal with
because I figure there's always
someone worse off that doesn't
need to hear about the little
things that I complain about. I
don't know, it seems like we all
have our cross to bear, but we all
get through it somehow.”
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   Product Design student at Uni-
versity of Cincinnati, soccer
coach, and New Richmond
Young Life leader, Batavia gradu-
ate, Ian Malott does it all. Enjoy-
ing spending his time mountain-
eering, hanging out with Young
Life members, and beating Paul
Jaehnen at Mario Kart, Malott
leads a fun and busy lifestyle.
   Malott’s life changed in high
school after joining Batavia’s
Young Life group. “I’d have to
say becoming best friends with
my Young Life leader in high
school was the turning point in
my life, having received the
greatest advice I’ve ever heard
from him: ‘Think deeply because
we live in a world that chooses
not to,” he said. “In the years
since then, I am now about to
graduate from college, so I would

like to say I have become quite a
bit more responsible.”
   Malott has also invested a
great deal of his life in soccer.
“Some of my favorite memories
in high school were from my four
years of soccer. I was the cap-
tain for my last two years and
never lost a league game my high
school career,” said Malott.
“Soccer mainly just grew on to
me when I was young because it
was something my friends and I
could bond over and have been
bonding over for the last eigh-
teen years.”
   He also went on about his edu-
cation at UC. “Being salutatorian
in my class has helped me get
into the number one design
school in the United States,” he
said. “I hope that one day I am
able to design a product that

changes others’ lives for the bet-
ter.”
   Having a passion for climbing,
it was no surprise Malott has
made accomplishments in that
area of his life as well. “One of
my greatest achievements was
summiting the second tallest
mountain in the United States,”
he said. “I just love climbing be-
cause I like doing difficult tasks
not many other people can do
and having accomplishments like
that not too many others have.”
   Malott also shared some infor-
mation about his family. “I have
one sister who is three years
older than I am. My dad is a ju-
venile judge and my mom a child
social worker; she runs the child
abuse program at Cincinnati
Children’s Hospital.”
   Malott also shared who his
role model was and his relation-
ship with him. “My role model is
definitely my buddy Shawn
Kuhn,” he said. “He’s a very
good friend of mine and climb-
ing buddy.”
   Looking back on his life so far,
Malott can’t even recall specific
favorite memories because there
have been so many. “Man, in my
three years of leading Young
Life, especially from Young Life
summer camp last year at
Sharptop Cove, there are just too
many good memories to name.”
   Growing up, Malott had always
been interested in designing.
“Even as a young kid, my favor-
ite toy were Legos. I was always
interested in designing, even
while growing up.”
   Just like everyone else, Malott
also has his problems and
stresses in life. “It is difficult in
my major/profession to always
be a responsible designer,” said
Malott. “It is stressful finding a
co-op every other semester, since
it is part of my college education
and income.”

   Malott has a special job at UC
other than his co-op work.
“When working, I design appli-
cations for UC. The position was
open and it offers a couple extra
bucks to make.”
   As for a few extras in Malott’s
life, he shared his greatest ambi-
tion, favorite soccer team, and
favorite movie. “For greatest
ambition I’d have to go with de-
signing a piece of climbing gear
that can change the outcome of
someone’s life,” he said. “As for
soccer team, I’d definitely say
Arsenal and Inception is my fa-
vorite movie because of two
words: ‘Christopher Nolan,”
greatest writer and producer of
this time.’”
   As far as Malott’s travels, he
has experienced some areas most
people have not. He said, “I have
been all over US mountain
ranges and even camped in a tent
in Great Britain for a month of
my life.”
    Malott also has a few hobbies
and future hobbies. “I like to
climb, road bike, collect watches,
and design,” he said, “in the fu-
ture, I want to learn to
breakdance and I am currently
training for a triathlon in Canada
coming up this fall. That’ll be
awesome!”
   In the DAAP program at UC,
Malott talks about how he bal-
ances work and social life. “Haha,
in DAAP there is no such thing
as balance. Work hard, play hard
is my motto. You have to be will-
ing to distance yourself from
work and come back to it re-
freshed after having some fun.”
   Over the course of his life,
Malott has worked in several
places. “I have worked at REI (as
a climbing specialist), Frontgate
(designing furniture), The
Brandery (designing for
Startups), and UC (designing
mobile apps.)”

Batavia graduate, NR soccer coach and UC student

Ian Malott speaks about his interesting life
By: Joe Maxwell



   Susan Griffin teaches English
and journalism at NRHS and has
been coaching academic team for
many years as well. “This is my
16th year, I think (may be 15th,
I've kind of lost track),” she said.
   She decided to coach academic
team when asked by the former
athletic director to be the coach.
“NRHS had gone through a num-
ber of different coaches when I
took over and Mrs. Hill (former
AD) asked me to coach. I ac-
cepted and the rest is history.”
Griffin explained.
   The competition that the aca-
demic team participates in is
Griffin’s favorite part of coach-
ing the team. “I really like the
idea of academic competition;
many students aren't that great
at sports, but can excel in intel-
lectual competition,” she said.
  When it comes to the students
who are on the team, they are all
different, but work well together
to form a team. “The A-Team kids
are also so much fun--they're
funny and quirky, kind of offbeat
and unique,” Griffin said.
   “This is my first year on aca-
demic team and I joined because
Jenny requested that some jun-
iors join the team,” junior Nick
Kirby said, “My favorite part of
academic team is getting to par-
ticipate in a team with my
friends.”
   “This is my second year on
academic team. I joined because

it looks good on college applica-
tions. I want to look smart be-
cause I am moderate/average and
wanted to challenge myself,”
junior Morgan Huddleston said,
“I will definitely be on the team
next year. Last year there were
six of us on the team, this year
there’s 16. I’ve experienced our
biggest and baddest. I enjoy be-
ing a returning member that ex-
plains things to new members.”
   This is junior Kelsey Nichols’s
first year on academic team. “I
was asked to join the team be-
cause people thought I would be
good for it, plus I thought it might
be fun,” she said, “I plan on be-
ing on the academic team next
year as well, I like it a lot and it’s
good to be on a team.”
   “This is my second year on
academic team. I joined for the
food,” senior Sierra King said,
jokingly, “A-team is actually re-
ally fun, especially when we
make up answers. My favorite
part of academic team is the food
and jokes.”
   Like most coaches, Griffin’s
least favorite part of A-Team are
the losses. “I don't like losing
seasons, and we've had quite a
few the last few years. I'm hop-
ing to break this losing streak this
season!” she said.
   There are 10 content area cat-
egories in the academic team
meets. “The categories cover lit-
erature, fine arts, science, gov-

ernment, geography, history,
government and math. There is
an alphabet round, where all the
answers begin with the same let-
ter and that round is written.
Last, there's a lightning round,
where questions can come from
any category, even sports and
pop culture,” Griffin explained.
   Each member of academic team
has a specific category that they
like to participate in more than
the other rounds.
   “My favorite category to par-
ticipate in is the lightning round.
I feel like that is my best cat-
egory,” junior Evan Grippa said.
   “The second round is my fa-
vorite. It’s geography and I’m
decent in geography, so it’s my
favorite,” junior Chase Heflin
said.
   “My favorite category is the
alphabet round. It’s my favorite
because we all work together on
it,” King said.
   “My favorite categories to par-
ticipate in are science and math,”
Nichols said, “I am best in those
two categories.”
   Junior Joe Maxwell’s favorite
round is life science. “Most of
the questions in the life science
category are anatomy and physi-
ology, which is my best subject,”
he said.
   NRHS does meets against
other schools, which are in the
same league. Each meet covers
all of the previously listed cat-

egories. “I like all the schools in
our league and generally, our
competitions are very friendly
and good-natured. The coaches
in our league are also quite awe-
some!” Griffin said.
   As well as having a favorite
category to compete in, students
have favorite schools to compete
against.
   “I like meets against memorable
schools. Last year Bethel was all
senior men. Goshen has one
crazy girl who’s always chipper
and invasive,” Huddleston said.
   “I don’t have any specific fa-
vorite team to do meets against.
I like to play against any school
we can beat, I like to win,”
Nichols said.
   Our academic team has done
well in league competition the
past few years, however the
other schools in the league don’t
have students on other activi-
ties as well. “We are the only
school in the league to have
swimming, a solid drama program
and science Olympiad and all
those activities kind of steal kids
away from A-Team. All of my A-
Team kids are very actively in-
volved in a lot of other activi-
ties, which sometimes limits our
practice time. It's been a couple
of years since we've had a win-
ning season, and I'd really like to
accomplish that goal this year,”
Griffin said.

2015 A-Team has lots of new faces
Sport or not, it’s a fun extra-curricular

By: Sadie LaRocque





   Swimming is probably one of
the most underrated sports out
there. Many people underesti-
mate it, calling it easy and a stu-
pid sport. But they’re wrong.
From first hand experiences,
swimming is by far the most tir-
ing and exhausting sport out
there. The New Richmond swim
team is awesome; from all their
winning streaks, to fun practices,
to breaking records, you have to
give their two coaches, Judy
Middeler and Rick Mahan, a
hand.
   “My favorite thing about be-
ing a coach is working with the
kids and all the interaction it
has,” Middeler said.
   Middeler has been coaching
for 29 years and started coach-
ing in 1976.
   “Swimming is the main sport I
have been coaching, but I did
coach girls’ tennis and I coached

cheerleading for one year,” she
explained.
   There are many things that
have made Middeler want to be-
come a swim coach.
   “I was a swimming instructor
and I also have been teaching
swim lessons since  I was in high
school, so that is a huge part of
why I wanted to coach a swim
team. Also, stroke tactics is my
biggest strength,” Middeler said.
   When students belong to any
kind of team,  they create and
share so many memories with
people.
   “There are way too many great
memories for me to just pick a
favorite. Really, the best memo-
ries are seeing someone who
does not know how to swim at
all to learn and be a part of the
team,” Middeler said.
       “Also seeing how many of
the swimmers qualify for state

and winning league champion-
ships. I’ve created many memo-
ries with all the people I’ve
worked with, too,” she added.
   Sophomore Ana Blauwkamp
said this was her first year being
a part of the swim team.
   “I joined the swim team this
year because I wanted to try
something new instead of soc-
cer. I started out horribly. I could
barely even swim a 25 without
getting tired, but I know I have
definitely improved, thanks to
Ms. Middeler and Mr. Mahan,”
she said.
  As any good coach would,
Middeler expects a lot from her
swimmers as the season goes on.
   “What I expect the most is im-
provement. Like I said, it’s great
to see kids get better and better
as the season goes on.  This sea-
son was really good. The girls
team had only two losses and
the boys team only had one loss
and one tie,” Middeler said.
   Middeler said that there have
been so many accomplishments
this season.
  “The way the team has pulled
together and gotten some of their
best times is incredible,” she ex-
plained.
   Sophomore Taylor Cardarelli
has had a great season this year.
   “My best accomplishment had
to be getting first in the 200 free
and beating my time by nine sec-

NRHS swimmers splash into this season
Hard  work, dedication help team improve
By Elise  Holdsworth

onds at our last home meet,” she
explained.
   Cardarelli says how she
couldn’t have done it all without
Middeler and Mahan.
   “I love them both because they
push us to do our best and they
really understand us. Also,
they’re just great people. They’ll
give you money if you don’t have
any when we stop for food after
meets and stuff like that. They
are very caring,”
   Junior Katie Flake has the same
opinion towards the two
coaches.
   “Ms. Middeler and Mr. Mahan
both push us and they make us
do our best even if we don’t want
to. And if you’re ever in need of
help, they’ll help you without
any questions,” Flake said.
   As an athlete and a coach, a
main priority is to set goals for
the season.
   “My main goal is for the kids
to have fun. Also, to improve
their skills, which will improve
their times. It’s a hard sport, it
really is tough. The way I see it
is that every sport is tough, but
this one is definitely hard, if not
tougher than most. The thing
that tricks people is that it looks
visually easy because when you
look at it, all it is, is a pool. But
it’s definitely not easy. It’s a  very
hard sport and not many people
realize that,” Middeler explained.




